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“APG is on a 
growth track.”

The two APG Executive Board 
members, Gerhard Christiner 
(Chief Technology Officer) and 
Thomas Karall (Chief Financial 
Officer), in conversation

2021 began with a brief but major upset, the near-blackout in early 
January. How impactful was this incident?

Gerhard Christiner: The start to the year was truly extraordinary, as 
the functionality of our protection systems was severely tested. Think 
of it like a roped party on the mountain. One member slips and the 
question is whether the others can catch him. It worked and the sys-
tem was quickly restabilised. On the other hand, it was a warning that 
we all need to be very careful, especially when it comes to the further 
development of the overall system.

Blackouts have since been a very present topic in the media. 
Why is that?

Christiner: In my opinion, it has to do with the current pandemic, 
which before the outbreak was always a looming extreme event, but 
one that was far off and so, for all of us, not very likely. It hit us so hard 
for that very reason – we were unprepared for it. It would be much the 
same if there were a blackout: it is simply the case that nothing in our 
society works any more without power. The coronavirus pandemic 
has led to an increased need for protection, which is why a potential 
blackout is now more of an issue.

APG must be OK with that?

Thomas Karall: It is a good thing when there is a general awareness of 
the issue, but we are very keen to take a nuanced view of it and not 
bandy around with worst-case scenarios. We are also very concerned 
that the term blackout should not be used more and more widely. It 
would not be good if we got used to the term and in future defined a 
secure supply of electricity in such a way that the definition included a 
few hours of blackout a year. At 99.99%, our reliability of supply ranks 
among the highest in Europe — and we intend to maintain that too. 

Sebastian Loudon 
interviews Thomas 
Karall and Gerhard 
Christiner.
Sebastian Loudon is  
a longtime business 
journalist and industry 
expert, the publisher of 
monthly magazine  
DATUM and, since 2015, 
has been the repre-
sentative in Austria for 
Hamburg publishing 
house ZEIT VERLAG. 
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Presumably one milestone for APG last year was the Renewable Energy 
Development Act (Erneuerbaren-Ausbau-Gesetz, EAG). How does this 
Act now look from APG’s perspective? 
 
Karall: The EAG does, of course, have far-reaching consequences for 
APG, even though it primarily addresses arrangements on the electri-
city producer side. In the run-up, it was very important to us that  
there be a clean and viable solution for the grid reserve ahead of the 
EAG so as to ensure security of supply. We can, of course, see from 
the EAG the extent of the infrastructure solutions that will be re- 
quired of us in addition to grid expansion, such as vertical market in-
tegration or the newly created energy communities. For me, the EAG 
is pleasant proof that the energy transition — that is, the decarboni-
sation of the energy system — is an unalterable societal goal and now 
one of APG’s core tasks alongside security of supply and market in-
tegrity. This means that we need to realign the system’s foundations.

Christiner: The next necessary step is now the new Electricity Market 
Act (Strommarktgesetz) governing market conditions. The question 
here is how the electricity market is designed to meet the challenges 
in expanding renewable sources of energy and send the right invest- 
ment signals to market participants. The EAG and the Electricity 
Market Act are very closely related and therefore need to be well 
dovetailed. The volatile generation structure of wind and solar energy 
requires a framework that can also create the necessary flexibility on 
the customer and grid operator side. But that aside, the EAG al- 
ready presents a clear timetable for the expansion of renewable ener-
gy producers — and that clarity is very important for all further steps. 

“We need to work 
to ensure that more 
people — including 
decision-makers — 
understand what the 
transformation of 
the energy system 
involves.” 
Gerhard Christiner, CTO of APG
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“At 99.99%, our 
reliability of supply 
ranks among the 
highest in Europe — 
and we intend to 
maintain that.”
Thomas Karall, CFO of APG

In other words, the aim of having a decarbonised energy system by 
2030 is realistically achievable?

Christiner: One thing is for sure: it is very ambitious, but unavoidable. 
And from my point of view, it would even be a good thing if we set 
intermediate goals. Where do we need to be in 2025 or 2027, for 
example, in order to safely achieve the goals for 2030?

What does this goal mean for APG as a company?

Karall: It certainly means an enormous growth spurt for APG. In core 
operations, headcount has increased by 10.5% compared with last 
year; that is unparalleled in the Company’s history. And our fixed  
assets are growing at a rapid rate due to our investments in grid in-
frastructure. We can say that APG is on a growth streak.

The burden of managing the energy transition falls to a large extent on 
APG’s shoulders. What do you still need from policymakers?

Christiner: We simply need to become much faster. I have the feeling 
that there is still a prevailing belief in Austria that we will put up a few 
wind turbines and photovoltaic systems – and the energy transition 
will be finished. There are still quite a few people who are unaware of 
the scale of this task and its effects. We need to work to ensure that 
more people – including decision-makers – understand what it in- 
volves. Of course, we should not play climate protection and biodiver-
sity off against each other, but the expansion of our line infrastruc-
ture is essential to fully decarbonising the power grid and reliably 
transforming the entire energy system. There will be large-scale inter- 
vention, and for that we need to build social and political consensus.   

Karall: On the end customer side too, all stakeholders need to join 
forces to raise awareness. For in the course of the energy transition, 
end customers will also become active participants in the system. We 
therefore need to engage everyone concerned.
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Is the EAG already impacting on your infrastructure expansion?

Christiner: Yes, the EAG is having an effect. We have got 14 new sub-
station projects submitted for construction in our Network Develop-
ment Plan with a view to feeding wind plants or photovoltaic systems 
into the grid. Generally, we were very successful last year as far as 
grid expansion is concerned. Despite COVID-19, we were able to carry 
out all projects according to plan. A big thank you at this point to our 
employees!

Karall: There has never been so much investment activity at APG. 
According to the institute Economica, our infrastructure projects will 
create €2.1bn in value and jobs for 28,000 people over the next ten 
years. Besides the energy market effects, that really is a relevant con-
tribution to our country as a business location.

What are the big items on your agenda for 2022?

Karall: They certainly include the negotiations with the regulator on 
the tariff system. We see the need for a certain amount of regulatory 
realignment as far as innovation is concerned. At the same time, in 
the next regulatory period, we have to invest more than €3.5bn by 
2032 and more than €2.2bn by 2027. That means that we also need 
secure financial foundations. The scope that we have on the revenue 
side is, of course, a huge factor determining our working radius.

“Despite COVID—19, 
we were able to 
carry out all invest-
ment projects 
according to plan.”
Gerhard Christiner, CTO of APG
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Christiner: That aside, we are devoting time and attention this year to 
modifying APG’s internal organisation — this reorganisation will allow 
us to integrate the transformation of the overall system into our Com-
pany and position ourselves so that we are fit for the future. Another 
task is to enable the Company to have a new working environment, for 
example combining working from home with office-based working. 
This is very important for the Company’s culture and its attractiveness 
as an employer — we are making very good headway here.   

On the subject of corporate culture, APG does not have any direct 
competitors – what does that mean for you as Executive Board mem-
bers when it comes to managing and motivating employees?

Karall: It is true that we are not in direct competition, but we are in 
competition for ideas and above all for the best talent. We want to 
rank among the leaders on this front too. 

Christiner: We have already been successful in ensuring that APG is 
perceived as highly innovative. And what benefits us is that playing 
a role in the energy transition and electricity security of supply is 
extremely meaningful for young people. That generates unbelievable 
motivation and team spirit.

“According to the 
institute Economica, 
our infrastructure 
projects will create 
€2.1bn in value over 
the next ten years.”
Thomas Karall, CFO of APG
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Foreword by the Chairman 
of the Supervisory Board 

“Implementing the Renewable 
Energy Development Act (EAG) 
requires rapid grid expansion and 
end-to-end system planning. 
APG therefore has a fundamental 
role to play in the transformation 
of the energy market.” 
Peter F. Kollmann,
Chairman of the Supervisory Board
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Dear ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to express my gratitude and 
appreciation to all Austrian Power Grid 
AG employees for their hard work during 
the past year. In an environment shaped 
by the coronavirus crisis, Austria was 
once again able to rely on APG and its 
employees. A secure supply of electricity 
as the foundation stone underpinning 
our modern digital society is not some- 
thing that can be taken for granted 
and continually presents the Company 
with major challenges. In this context, 
one event last year in particular sticks 
in my mind, as it clearly underscores the 
importance of APG for Austrian security 
of supply: the successful handling of the 
frequency disturbance and the splitting 
of the system into two regions on  
8 January 2021. 

Thanks to the excellent collabora-
tion between the transmission system 
operators and other important players 
in the electricity system, normal opera-
tions were restored within an hour. This 
incident shows that security of supply 
is a continual process in which all play-
ers must fulfil their responsibility. It also 
shows, however, how important team-
work and working relationships of trust 
are. I would like to sincerely thank all 
APG employees for working around the 
clock to ensure that Austria has a secure 
supply of electricity. 

The event of 8 January 2021 has raised 
awareness of how important a reliable 
and resilient supply of electricity is for 
Austria. The grid loads in connection 
with the system’s transformation into a 
renewable energy and electricity sys-
tem will increase. The energy transition 
is therefore also a grid transition and 
urgently requires a high-performance 
grid infrastructure. The expansion of 

the transmission grid is the foundation 
stone for achieving carbon neutrality in 
Austria. Through the Renewable Energy 
Development Act (Erneuerbaren-Aus-
bau-Gesetz, EAG), the federal govern-
ment is establishing an important frame- 
work for a sustainable, secure energy 
and electricity system. APG supports the 
EAG’s goals. It is a necessary ingredient 
for a successful energy transition and 
above all creates an important frame-
work for all players in the electricity 
system. 

Besides the Company’s encouraging 
business performance, APG carried out 
€360m of investment projects in 2021. 
On the one hand, this is an important 
source of impetus for Austria’s econo-
my; on the other, it lays the foundations 
for the secure and sustainable electricity 
supply of the future. 

The Supervisory Board would like to 
thank the Executive Board and all em-
ployees for the professional working 
relationship of trust and for mastering 
the challenging tasks.

Peter F. Kollmann
Chairman of the Supervisory Board
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APG in figures 

€3.5 bn 

Employees:   

approx. 700

Investments 
by 2032: 

Power grid in kilometres:  
approx.  7,000

Revenue in 2021: 
   1,082.3m              €

Substations/
grid switching stations:  

65

Pylons:   
approx. 12,000 99.99%

 

Volume of energy drawn 
in redispatching: 99.4 GWh 
45,349 GWh transmitted 
via the APG grid

research projects
30

reliable electricity supply
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About Austrian Power Grid
(APG) 

As an independent transmission system operator, 
APG is responsible for providing a secure supply 
of electricity for Austria, its economy and society. 
Our high-performance power infrastructure in 
combination with our use of the latest techno-
logies allows us to integrate renewable energy, 
act as a platform for the electricity market, create 
access to low-cost electricity for Austria’s con-
sumers and thus form the basis of a reliably sup-
plied and sustainable place to live and conduct 
business. In 2021, our team of around 700 spe-
cialists once again ensured that Austria’s elec-
tricity supply was 99.99% reliable. Our invest-
ments of around €360m in 2021 and our current 
Network Development Plan amounting to some 
€3.5bn are an economic engine and an essen-
tial ingredient in achieving Austria’s climate and 
energy targets and electrifying business, indus-
try and society. Now and in the future, we are 
committed to major trends of the times: decarbo-
nisation, digitalisation, democratisation and de-
centralisation. Through our use of state-of-the-
art technologies, we contribute to those trends.
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European collaboration 
safeguards electricity 
supply  



18

2021 began with a stress test for Europe’s 
electricity supply: on 8 January, the conti-
nent narrowly avoided a blackout. Within 
seconds, there was a cascade of outages 
on 14 lines and other grid elements in 
several countries across Southeastern 
Europe. Europe split into two frequency 
zones. The disturbance was detected in 
real time at all European grid operators’ 
control centres. Automatic protection 
mechanisms were activated. The system 
operators also took manual measures to 
prevent a trans-regional power failure. 
This demonstrated once again that a 
strong grid and national and internatio-
nal collaboration are essential to electrici-
ty security of supply.

Electricity security of supply 
as a societal value

Situations like this spotlight the value 
of a secure supply of electricity for our 
country as a business location and for 
prosperity. A blackout across the whole 
of Austria would cause losses amounting 
to some €1.3bn — a day!* To be able to 
guarantee security of supply during the 
transformation of the energy system 
as well, an appropriate balance must 
be struck between three goals: market, 
sustainability and electricity security of 
supply. This requires coordinated national 
and pan-European interaction between 
producers, grid operators and the myriad 
players in the energy system. A coordi-
nated and systematic plan to transform 
the electricity system is key to future 
security of supply, as is action to increase 
capacity across grids, storage, reserves 
and renewable production and integrate 
all players in the electricity system by way 
of digital platform technologies. There 
is still a long way to go: on 241 days this 
year, capacity reserves (power plants) 
had to be used to prevent the grid from 
becoming overburdened, giving rise to 
costs of €98.8m in 2021.

Thanks to trans-regional collabo- 
ration, the drop in frequency on 
8 January 2021 was rectified within 
an hour.  

* Source: Blackout simulator of the Energy Insti-  
 tute at the Johannes Kepler University in Linz
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client: APG Austrian Power Grid

APG’s redispatch costs, year-on-year comparison 2011-2021
A strong grid with sufficient capacity would considerably reduce both the need for RD measures
and the costs. All over Austria transmission lines that are lacking or still under construction, like e.g.
in Salzburg (cf. APG grid development plan) have cost the Austrian customers approximately
11 million Euros per month in 2020.

APA-GRAFIK ON DEMAND
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Cyber security as part of our 
responsibility for security  

Security is a fundamental indicator of the 
quality of any infrastructure company. 
Only through the harmonious inter-
action of occupational safety, physical 
security, plant and equipment safety 
and management can the transmission 
security achieved in the grid meet the 
high standards of quality desired for 
electrical energy as a product. In recent 
years, cyber security in particular has also 
found a place at the top of the business 
policy agenda. APG, as part of the critical 
infrastructure and a member of Austrian 
Energy CERT (Computer Emergency 
Response Team), is in constant dialogue 
with the responsible authorities (Federal 
Ministry of the Interior, Federal Office  
for the Protection of the Constitution 
and Counterterrorism). In parallel, a 
health and safety system in the form  
of an integrated management system 
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Scan here for 
infographics 
on electricity.

Year two of COVID-19

All areas of life, work and society re-
mained firmly in the grip of the pande-
mic in 2021. The Company’s ongoing 
ability to operate with an eye towards 
providing Austria with a secure sup-
ply of electricity and the health of all 
employees were once again the touch-
stones guiding its internal measures. 
In the middle of the year, the crisis 
management system was transformed 
into a task force, which at the begin-
ning of 2022 was changed back to 
a crisis management structure due 
to epidemiological developments in 
Austria. Throughout the year, a raft of 
measures around working from home, 

(IMS) for the environment, health, safety 
and quality has been in operation for  
all APG sites since 2008 — something 
which is borne out by our long-standing  
ISO 27001/27019 certification.

splitting up teams, hygiene, physi-
cal distancing and the requirement 
to wear a mask were implemented 
according to the general and re-
gional overall situation. One notable 
example is APG’s participation in the 
Group-wide Verbund vaccination 
campaign, by means of which a very 
large proportion of the APG work-
force was immunised. At the same 
time, clusters were prevented from 
developing internally. Encouragingly, 
despite COVID-19, all APG business 
operations, including all investment 
and research projects and construc-
tion site operations, were carried out 
without any delays.  
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Strong power grids 
are the key to the 
energy transition
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Sustainable electricity production 
will be increased by 27 TWh 
by 2030. It will only be possible 
to utilise the power if there are 
strong grids in place.  

By passing the Renewable Energy 
Development Act (Erneuerbaren-Aus-
bau-Gesetz, EAG) on 7 July 2021, 
Austria took an important step towards 
a sustainable energy system. The aim 
by 2030 is to produce an additional 
27 TWh of sustainable energy so that 
renewable sources meet Austria’s total 
electricity demand in 2030. The instal-

led renewable energy capacity will be 
distributed throughout Austria: mainly 
photovoltaics and wind power in the 
east of the country, run-of-river hyd-
ropower along the rivers and storage 
systems in the country’s Alpine regions 
(see graphic). At the same time, there 
will be a sharp increase in the number of 
players (among others, energy commu-
nities) in the electricity system. By 2040, 
we expect as much as 200 TWh of clean 
electricity to be required to cover the 
end-to-end electrification of all areas 
of life and sectors of the economy — a 
mammoth task. Alongside the massive 
expansion of renewable energy, the 
power infrastructure therefore needs 
to be upgraded and expanded so that 
the electricity system as a whole remains 
secure and manageable.  

A doubling of line capacity

Initial analyses expect line capacity to 
almost double by 2030. To reach full 
carbon neutrality, the system must be 
fully upgraded by 2040. Besides grid 
expansion, the success of the system’s 
transformation into a reliable, climate-
neutral energy system hinges on the 
capacity available across storage and 
reserves and the use of all flexibility 
options by way of digital platform tech-
nologies. In the current Network De-

Oil
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velopment Plan 2021, we put forward a 
€3.5bn investment programme for the 
period to 2032 that provides initial an-
swers to the system-related questions 
of the future. Besides the expansion of 
the transmission grid, the digitalisation 
of all areas of the Company, the use 
of state-of-the-art technologies and 
pilot projects, for example addressing 
digital platform technologies and sector 
coupling, are also crucial to our ability to 
manage the electricity system of the fu-
ture reliably. The timely implementation 
of all projects in the Network Develop-
ment Plan (NDP) 2021 is essential to 
the success of an energy transition that 
delivers security of supply.  

Additional framework conditions

However, this requires framework condi-
tions that go beyond the EAG:

• Faster approval processes in combina-
tion with swifter processes for power 
line upgrades 

• End-to-end system planning coor-
dinated at national/European level 
(grid – storage – production – re- 
serves – digital platform technologies)

• Protection of planned and existing 
routes

• Financing assured by a modern regu-
latory system

• Authorities provided with sufficient 
resources

If these five elements and all upcoming 
projects are implemented, a reliable 
energy transition will be an achievable 
goal. At the same time, low-cost elec-
tricity will remain available to Austria’s 
electricity consumers. The tardy or 
asynchronous transformation of the 
overall system would not only reduce the 
positive effects; it would be the biggest 
risk factor for our future generations.
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Regional distribution of renewables requires rapid and comprehensive upgrading of the grid  
Renewable energy production as of 20 MW of capacity:
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€3.5bn for Austria 
as a business location 
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An Economica study shows 
that APG safeguards more than 
28,000 full-time jobs, thereby 
triggering the creation of around 
€2.1bn in gross value added 
over the next ten years.

€3.5bn for Austria

The €357m of investments implement-
ed in 2021 and APG’s existing invest-
ment programme of €3.5bn over the 
period to 2032 are not just essential 
ingredients for the success of the ener-
gy transition and the electrification of 
industry, business and society; they are 
also a boost to Austria’s economy and 
public sector. For every euro invested 
by APG in domestic grid infrastructure, 
€0.67 in value is created in Austria.

Boost to economy and municipalities 
 
According to an Economica study, APG’s 
investments trigger a number of econo-
mic effects: over 28,000 jobs through-
out Austria are directly and indirectly 
safeguarded – equivalent to employing 
everyone living in the city of Bregenz for 
a year.   

APA-GRAFIK ON DEMANDAu�raggeber: APG Austrian Power Grid

APA-GRAFIK ON DEMANDAu�raggeber: APG Austrian Power Grid
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< 1Vorarlberg 1 Burgenland

WienOberösterreich
Niederösterreich

Kärnten

Steiermark

Angaben in Prozent

22 9

13

14

37

2 2Tirol

Salzburg

Burgenland 1%
<1% Vorarlberg

37% Vienna

22% Upper Austria

Carinthia 14%

Styria 13%

Lower Austria 9%
Salzburg 2%

Tyrol 2%

Distribution of the total employment effect
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Total value chain effect
€2,094.3m 

Effects on employment
28,392 (jobs) or 25,708 (FTEs)

Fiscal effect
€985.3m 



27

29/7 Solar s
to

rm
 m

ay p
ose

 a th
re

at t
o th

e 

power g
rid

20/7 A
PG: c

lim
ate

 ch
ange bare

s i
ts

 “h
ot t

eeth
”  

13
/7 Eight le

ading Euro
pean tr

ansm
iss

ion sy
ste

m 

opera
to

rs 
launch

 a jo
int in

itia
tiv

e to
 su

pport 

th
e energ

y s
upply 

sy
ste

m and ach
ieve

 ca
rb

on 

neutra
lity

12
/7 Power li

ne beco
mes m

ore
 vi

sib
le to

 bird
s

7/7 Renewable Energ
y D

eve
lopment A

ct
 is

 ju
st

 

th
e fi

rst
 st

ep

5/7 “C
aro

lo” t
o fa

cil
ita

te
 th

e energ
y t

ra
nsit

ion

30/6 A
PG once

 again award
ed gold in

 Sust
ain-

able Bra
nd Ratin

g A
ust

ria
 2021

Nationwide effects

The roughly €2.1bn in gross value added 
extends across all federal states, with 
Vienna and the two industry-heavy states 
of Styria and Upper Austria benefiting 
disproportionately. The investments are 
spread across a wide range of sectors in 
terms of both contract value and em-
ployment effect. The top three sectors 
by gross value added are: installation and 
other finishing works, electrical fitouts 
and services provided by architects and 
engineering firms. Around 94% of the 
investments with an impact on value 
creation are made by domestic companies 
and almost 70% of the investment spend- 
ing itself has a direct impact in Austria.
Any economic activity also entails taxes 
and charges: the total fiscal effect of 
APG’s investments — that is, the cumu-
lative tax and charge effect of direct, 
indirect and induced effects — amounts 
to around €985m.
Another important point economically 
speaking is that, if there is appropriate 
line capacity, low-cost electricity will be 
available to Austrian business, industry 
and electricity consumers over the long 
term and spreads between Austria and 
neighbouring markets can be kept to a 
minimum.

Sector effects of NDP 2022–2031
Top ten sectors by value created (total effect)

Around 81% of the total 
gross value added is generated 

in ten sectors.

Installa�on/other finishing works
Gross value added in €m

Electrical fitouts

Buildings and building construc�on

Engineering structures and civil engineering

Metal products

Wholesale services 
(excluding motor vehicles)

Retail services (excluding motor vehicles)  

Services provided by architects and 
engineering firms

Temporary employment services

Real estate services

422.0

345.9

192.5

263.3

157.3

91.5

68.7

56.8

53.1

44.2

Top-10-Sektoren Wertschöpfung (totaler Effekt) 2022-2031
Bruttowertschöpfung in Mio. Euro

Rund 81% der gesamten Bru�owert-
schöpfung werden in 10 Sektoren

erwirtscha�et.

Bauinstalla�ons-/sons�ge Ausbauarbeiten

Elektrische Ausrüstungen

Gebäude und Hochbauarbeiten

Tie�auten und Tie�auarbeiten

Metallerzeugnisse

Großhandelsleistungen (ohne Kfz)

Einzelhandelsleistungen (ohne Kfz) 

Dienstleistungen von Architektur- und
Ingenieurbüros

Dienstleistungen der Arbeitskrä�e-
überlassung

Dienstleistungen des Grundstücks- und
Wohnungswesens

422,0

345,9

192,5

263,3

157,3

91,5

68,7

56,8

53,1

44,2
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Using state-of-the-art 
technology and innova-
tion to safely navigate 
the transformation
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Digital substation 
 
APG uses the term “digital substation” 
to refer to substations where the latest 
technology is used to monitor processes. 
These deploy sensors that ensure that 
operations management and compo- 
nent monitoring at the substation are 
optimised and electricity security of 
supply is thus assured. Substations 
are important nodes in electrical pow-
er grids. The operating status of the 
primary components (transformer, 
transducer, isolator, power switches) is 
of enormous importance. A digital image 
of the substation (digital twin) is created 
from data captured by performing mea-
surements on individual components. 
Our intention here is to gain information 
on resource utilisation, carry out early 
fault detection and be able to estimate 
remaining lives by continually monitor-
ing the actual status. APG therefore 
aims to gather as much information on 
these components as possible and use it 

intelligently to ensure that they remain 
highly reliable. A high level of automa-
tion and stringent operational techno-
logy (OT) security requirements will help 
to further stabilise security of supply 
during the energy transition too. 

All of APG’s 65 substations in total are 
already highly digitalised. On the indus-
try side, there are still few offerings for 
digital primary components. Leveraging 
the future potential of those digital 
components will require forward- 
looking planning. This includes a strate-
gy as to how APG can use smart sensors 
to best monitor existing resources at 
the substation.
 
QR codes for electricity pylons  

In 2021, APG won the TÜV science 
award in the Company category for its 
idea to fit out APG electricity pylons 
with QR codes. As any inventor knows, 
there is some convincing to be done 
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before an idea can be implemented. The 
greater the success if it works. Back in 
2019, APG fitted out all 12,000 pylons 
in total with QR codes. This technology 
facilitates communication between citi-
zens, the transmission system operator 
and first responders: if electricity pylons 
are damaged, by extreme weather 
events for example, it is important to act 
fast. If someone scans the QR code, a 
website opens where the person can re-
port the emergency by clicking a button 
or retrieve information on existing lines. 
In the event of an emergency, a notifica-
tion containing all the necessary infor-
mation is sent to grid operator APG. 
 
Drones patrol power lines 

On 30 September 2021, Austrian Power 
Grid once again made aviation history 
together with SmartDigital by carrying 
out two further automated drone flights 
along 100 kilometres of a 380-kV high-
voltage line, for the first time using a live 
view or live radar that can be followed 
from the operations centre. The second 
flight took place in the evening between 
6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. This marks the 
first time that a future night flight, an 
important use case, has been simulat-
ed in Europe. Why this is so important: 
about 70% of the faults on line 478, the 
line we flew over, happen at night. If a 
fault occurs, line employees have to be 
called out to check that everything is in 
order locally. Only then can the line be 
switched on again. This is not only very 
time-consuming, but also very expen-
sive. In future, stationed drones could 
take over this job.

Vertical market integration brings 
flexibility to the power grid  

A rooftop PV system, an electricity sto-
rage system in an electric vehicle and a 
heat pump that help to make a pri- 
vate home more sustainable — these are 
all examples that show why flexibility 
management is playing an ever more 
important role in the power grid. For as 
consumer-based devices spread, elec-
tricity demand is rising and peak elec-
tricity usage times are shifting. At the 
same time, Austria aims to generate all 
of its electricity from renewable ener-
gy sources by 2030 at the latest — with 
“prosumers” playing an ever greater 
role. Due not least of all to the many 
new players in the market and the high 
proportion of renewables, the energy 
system of the future will be volatile and 
subject to a high degree of fluctuation. 
Meeting these changes will require a 
high level of flexibility in the grid and 
the opportunity to leverage existing 
local flexibility resources such as sto-
rage systems, electric vehicles, battery 
storage systems or heat pumps with an 
eye towards security of supply. Through 
digital platform technology, APG wishes 
to engage the players in the energy sys-
tem of the future in APG products and 
enable their flexibility to be utilised (e.g. 
balancing services, congestion manage-
ment). One of the key ingredients here is 
intensive coordination between trans-
mission and distribution system opera-
tors. A prototype is being implemented 
in the form of the already-established 
crowd balancing platform EQUIGY.  
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Construction work for new Villach substation 
completed and facility put into operation

The new Villach South substation belon-
ging to Austrian Power Grid (APG) and 
KNG-Kärnten Netz GmbH (KNG) is now  
live. The new facility near Fürnitz is connect- 
ed to both KNG’s regional 110-kV grid and 
APG’s pan-Austrian grid and was put into 
operation by the two partners at a ceremo-
ny on 16 June 2021. This project is essential 
to the economic area of Villach, Carinthia’s 
security of supply and the success of the 
energy transition in Austria. Substations 
such as that in Villach are important com-
ponents in a sustainable energy future. 
The two project partners together invest-
ed some €80m in expanding the power 
infrastructure in the Villach metropolitan 
area, of which €30m came from APG. De-
spite some delays in the interim as a result 
of the coronavirus pandemic, the construc-
tion project was completed to schedule in 
a record time of just 2.5 years: exemplary 
team work — thanks to KNG!

Investment volume: around €80m
Time to completion: 2.5 years

Investment: approx. €890m
Total length: 128 km
New electricity pylons: 449
Completion: mid-2025

Salzburg line: Austria’s central power 
infrastructure project is on track

The construction of the Salzburg line — one 
of the most important energy infrastruc-
ture projects today — is central to ensuring 
that Salzburg and Austria continue to 
have a secure supply of electricity going 
forward. The Salzburg line is also crucial to 
achieving the Austrian climate and energy 
targets and to the availability of low-cost 
electricity. The work ran to schedule in 
2021: in all six sections under construction, 
work on the energy transition and electri-
fying all sectors of the economy and areas 
of life moved full steam ahead over a total 
length of 128 km. Around half of the 449 
pylons in total had been completed by the 
end of 2021; the Salzburg line is scheduled 
to be put into operation in 2025.   
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Investment: approx. €200m  
Total length: 63 km
New electricity pylons: 202
Completion: summer 2022

Weinviertel line: the power infrastructure of 
the energy transition

The new Weinviertel line is Austria’s “energy 
transition line” and one of APG’s biggest 
projects. It is essential to electricity security 
of supply in the region and an important 
ingredient for the success of the energy 
transition and the electrification of busi-
ness, industry and society. The commis-
sioning of the Weinviertel line will be a 
milestone in the integration of renewables — 
especially wind power — in the east of the 
country. On this project, APG is investing 
around €200m in a secure and sustainable 
electricity future for Lower Austria and the 
whole of the country. This investment is 
not only creating necessary energy market 
capacity, but also bringing on stream a 
value chain worth €132m to Austria, of 
which Lower Austria will capture €31m. The 
project also safeguards 2,300 jobs, 600 of 
them in Lower Austria.

Central region of Upper Austria: power infra-
structure for the electrification of industry  

In the “Electricity security of supply Upper 
Austria central region” project, APG and its 
project partners Netz OÖ and LINZ NETZ are 
preparing the current electricity grid in their 
region for future challenges. For example, 
the project will guarantee electricity secu-
rity of supply in the region over the long 
term and enable the energy transition and 
the electrification of society, business and 
industry. Electricity demand in Upper Aus-
tria’s central region will increase sharply over 
the coming years due to the growth of the 
economic area and sustainable development 
region of Enns-Steyr, the ongoing electrifi-
cation of industry and the resulting process 
changes (electric-based steel production) 
and the growing number of consumers. Ac-
cording to Upper Austria’s 2019 population 
forecast, Linz, Wels and Steyr alone will grow 
by 11.5% to around 350,000 inhabitants by 
2040. The project was submitted for en-
vironmental impact assessment (EIA) at the 
end of November 2021.
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Acceptance of power infrastructure, ener-
gy transition and reliable transformation

Target group-specific outreach is a 
key pillar of APG’s overall communica-
tion strategy. Using 360-degree com-
munication tools — from stakeholder 
newsletters through dedicated project 
websites to social media presence — we 
place the focus on absolute customer 
centricity in all communications and 
subject areas. In doing so, APG deals at 
length with the diverse expectations, 
opinions and needs of the stake- 
holders involved – true to the motto 
“the customer is always right”. State-
of-the-art qualitative and quantitative 
social research tools (see below) are 
also used in this context. Sentiments 
and opinions on the energy transition 
or electricity security of supply in the 
project region are thus evaluated and 

alliance partners and opinion leaders 
identified.
In 2021, direct dialogue — sometimes 
by video conference — with the stake-
holders involved in the project regions 
(community representatives, land- 
owners, opinion leaders, citizens’ initia-
tives and other stakeholders) was once 
again central to creating acceptance 
and awareness of the need for the 
project in question. Through proactive, 
swift, target group-specific and trans-
parent communication and respectful 
treatment of the myriad stakeholders 
locally, APG was able to create a con-
structive climate of cooperation. 
 
Two regional studies: compass for the 
APG project team

For regional projects, knowledge of the 
region and its inhabitants is particularly 

APA-GRAFIK ON DEMANDAu�raggeber: APG Austrian Power Grid

9% no response

43% very posi�ve

fairly posi�ve 43%

not so posi�ve 4%
Upper Austria central regionnot at all posi�ve 1%

Upper Austria: hardly any opposition to modernisation of power infrastructure
Question: “Do you consider the modernisation of the electricity infrastructure, such as lines and 
substations in Upper Austria, to be very positive, fairly positive, not so positive or not at all positive?” 

Studies
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View of line 
replacement

Wagrain-Weißenbach

very posi	ve

not so posi	ve
not at all posi	ve
no response

fairly posi	ve

12

4

13

37

34

5
5
8

41

41

Line replacement has increased trust
Assessment of power infrastructure modernisation, figures in per cent

important. Society itself is changing and 
forms a critical public. At the time of the 
line replacement project in the Reitdorf-
Weißenbach region and the line project 
in the central region of Upper Austria, 
regional public surveys were conducted 
with the SORA Institute for Social Re-
search and Consulting. 
 
The results in a nutshell:  

• The environment/climate remains a 
topical and emotionally relevant issue

• Central region of Upper Austria: 
• 86% have a very/fairly positive view 

of power infrastructure modernisation
• 74% believe that Upper Austria 

as an industrial location needs 
high-performance power grids

• When it comes to grid expansion, 
80% trust their own electricity  
provider the most

• Tauern-Weißenbach line replacement 
project 
• 82% of the population had a very/

fairly positive view of the line re- 
placement project

• 43% believe that the energy tran-
sition will entail costs or constraints 
for them personally

For both project regions, a study was also 
conducted with FASresearch to identi- 
fy the alliance partners in the region 
with whom it would be possible to drive 
awareness of the issues of infrastruc- 
ture, electricity security of supply and the 
energy transition. Below, you will see the 
decision-makers and opinion leaders in 
the Reitdorf-Weißenbach project region 
and the alliance partners in the central 
region of Upper Austria.
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GrüneWende braucht
Netze und viele Speicher
MONIKA GRAF

WIEN. Österreichs Übertragungs-
netzbetreiber Austrian Power Grid
(APG) fürchtet weiter, dass die ge-
plante Umstellung auf 100 Prozent
CO2-freie Energieversorgung schei-
tern könnte. Der Ausbau von Wind-
rädern und Photovoltaikanlagen
werde durch das Erneuerbaren-
Ausbau-Gesetz (EAG) nun angetrie-
ben, sagt APG-Technikvorstand
Gerhard Christiner am Dienstag.
Um bis 2040 Klimaneutralität zu er-
langen, brauche es aber einen tech-
nologischen Systemumbau. Darü-
ber werde in der Politik jedoch „lei-
der nicht oder nur selten“ geredet.

Die für das Hochspannungsnetz
zuständige Verbund-Tochter will
bis Sommer 2022 erste Details zu
dieser Systemplanung vorlegen.
Dazu gehöre nicht nur der dringen-
de Ausbau der Stromnetze, sondern
auch die Frage zusätzlicher Spei-
chermöglichkeiten, stärkere Digita-
lisierung. Anders als in der Vergan-
genheit – weder die Stromerzeu-
gung noch der Verbrauch ließen
sich künftig vorausplanen, wie das
über Jahrzehnte üblich war, so
Christiner. „Die Rolle der Netzbe-
treiber ändert sich vom reinen
Transporteur zum Systemerhalter.“

Die Zahlen, um die es geht, sind
riesengroß: Von den 2019 in Öster-
reich in Summe verbrauchten 320
Terawattstunden (TWh) Energie
entfallen 200 TWh auf Erdöl, Erd-
gas oder Kohle. Künftig soll der
Stromanteil am Energiemix (zuletzt
64 TWh) kräftig steigen. Bis 2030
sollen laut EAG 27 TWh Ökostrom

dazukommen. Geplantes Investiti-
onsvolumen: 25 Mrd. Euro.

Um den zusätzlichen Wind- und
Sonnenstrom zu speichern oder
Verbrauchern zu bringen, müssen
die Netzkapazitäten bis 2030 laut
APG nahezu verdoppelt werden.
Der geschätzte Investitionsbedarf
in die Netze beläuft sich auf 18 Mrd.
Euro. „Für uns ist 2030 morgen“,
sagt Christiner. Die APG will bis da-
hin 3,5 Mrd. Euro in ihre Netze ste-
cken – um 400 Mill. Euro mehr als
noch im Vorjahr 2020 geplant, pri-
mär in zusätzliche Umspannwerke.
Die Regulierungsbehörde E-Control

„Es bleibt kein
Stein auf dem
anderen.“
Gerhard Christiner,
Vorstand der APG

muss den Netzausbauplan – und die
Auswirkungen auf die Netztarife –
noch genehmigen.

Ohne zusätzliche Ertüchtigun-
gen der Leitungen – in vielen Fällen
auf 380 kV – wären etliche Lei-
tungsabschnitte 2030 zu 30 Prozent
der Zeit überlastet, zeigen erste Be-
rechnungen. „Verzögerungen von
zehn Jahren wie bei der Steiermark-
und der Salzburg-Leitung werden
wir uns nicht leisten können“, sagt
Thomas Karall, der kaufmännische
APG-Vorstand. Er fordert schnellere
Genehmigungsverfahren, Personal-
aufstockungen bei Behörden und
ein Ende von Umwidmungen auf
bestehenden Stromtrassen.

Arbeitslosigkeit sinkt
weiter, Kurzarbeit nicht
WIEN. Die Arbeitslosigkeit ist in der
vergangenen Woche weiter gesun-
ken. 335.334 Menschen sind aktuell
arbeitslos oder machen eine Schu-
lung beim Arbeitsmarktservice
(AMS). Verglichen mit dem Wert in
der gleichen Woche 2019, also vor
Corona, sind damit aktuell um 7529
Personen weniger arbeitslos oder in
Schulung. „Obwohl es zu dieser Zeit
des Jahres üblich ist, dass erste sai-
sonale Effekte eintreten, bewegt
sich die Arbeitslosigkeit weiterhin
auf konstantem Niveau. Es ist vor
allem positiv zu sehen, dass sich der
Abstand zur Vergleichswoche vor
der Krise sogar vergrößert hat“, sag-
te Arbeitsminister Martin Kocher
(ÖVP), der derzeit in den USA weilt,
per Aussendung. Die Arbeitslosig-

keit inklusive Schulungen lag letzt-
mals 2012 unter dem aktuellen
Wert, teilte das Arbeitsministerium
mit. Der Vergleich klammert aber
eine Entwicklung aus: Im Jahr 2012
waren im Vergleich zu heute nur
sehr wenige Beschäftigte in Kurzar-
beit. Die Anmeldungen zur Kurzar-
beit liegen bei 71.370. Dieser Wert
ist verglichen zur Vorwoche kons-
tant. Die Mittel für die Kurzarbeit
fürs kommende Jahr könnten auf-
grund der guten Entwicklung aber
zurückgefahren werden, so Kocher.

Die Zahl der Schulungsteilneh-
mer liegt bei 71.289 Personen, 1275
Personen mehr als in der vergange-
nen Woche. Die Zahl der beim AMS
arbeitslos gemeldeten Personen
liegt bei 264.045 Menschen. SN,APA

KURZ GEMELDET

Tanktourismus
nimmt wieder zu
MÜNCHEN. Die hohen Spritpreise
treiben immer mehr Deutsche
über die Grenze: Der Tanktouris-
mus nehme in letzter Zeit wieder
deutlich zu, hieß es am Dienstag
vom deutschen Zentralverband
des Tankstellengewerbes (ZTG).
In Bayern beobachtet Florian
Hördegen vom ADAC Südbayern
eine Zunahme des Tanktouris-
mus nach Österreich und Tsche-
chien. In beiden Ländern fallen
deutlich niedrigere Steuern auf
Kraftstoffe an, weswegen es sich
dort billiger tankt. SN,dpa, APA

PARIS. Der französische Lebensmit-
telkonzern Danone hat Preiserhö-
hungen angekündigt und rechtfer-
tigt diese mit den zuletzt stark ge-
stiegenen Kosten. Was zunächst mit
höheren Preisen für Rohstoffe be-
gonnen habe, habe sich zuletzt
durch weitreichende Einschränkun-
gen bei der Lieferkette verstärkt, er-
klärte Finanzvorstand Jürgen Esser
am Dienstag bei der Vorlage der
jüngsten Unternehmenszahlen. Im
dritten Quartal steigerte Danone sei-
ne Umsätze um 5,8 Prozent auf
knapp 6,2 Milliarden Euro. SN,APA

Danone will die
Preise erhöhen

WIEN. Elf heimische Großbetriebe –
darunter Rewe, Ölz, ORF, ÖBB, Uni-
Credit Bank Austria und Zumtobel –
haben den Klimaschutzpakt „klima-
aktiv“ des Umweltministeriums nun
unterzeichnet. Ziel ist, die Kohlen-
stoffdioxid-Emissionen bis 2030 im
Vergleich zu 2005 um fast 57 Pro-
zent zu senken. Das Vorhaben der
Unternehmen mit 110.000 Mitarbei-
tern bedeutet den Angaben zufolge
eine CO2-Reduktion von mehr als
8,4 Mill. Tonnen. Bis 2040 wollen die
Firmen komplett aus Öl und Gas
aussteigen. SN,APA

Großbetriebe wollen auf
Öl und Gas verzichten

Die Zusage der Regierungsfraktionen, die Kosten für Tests in den
Betrieben weiter zu übernehmen, macht den Beschluss möglich.

MONIKA GRAF

WIEN. In vielen Unternehmen ist es
schon Realität, in den nächsten Ta-
gen wird es Vorschrift: Wer an sei-
nem Arbeitsplatz den Kontakt zu
anderen Menschen nicht ausschlie-
ßen kann, muss geimpft, genesen
oder getestet sein (3 G), um Zutritt
zur Betriebsstätte zu bekommen.
Die SPÖ hat ihre Blockade der not-
wendigen gesetzlichen Basis im
Bundesrat am Dienstag aufgegeben,
nachdem die Regierung deren
Wunsch erfüllt hatte, dass betrieb-
liche Tests den Unternehmen auch
nach Ende Oktober weiter refun-
diert werden. Damit kann die No-
velle im Covid-Maßnahmengesetz
im Bundesrat beschlossen werden.

In den nächsten Tagen wird nun
jene Verordnung erwartet, die die
genauen Modalitäten für 3 G regelt.
Ursprünglich sollten sie bereits ab
15. Oktober gelten. Ein entspre-
chender Verordnungsentwurf aus
dem Gesundheitsministerium war

bereits vor rund zwei Wochen be-
kannt geworden. Demnach muss
der Arbeitgeber stichprobenmäßig,
aber nicht lückenlos kontrollieren,
ob die Vorgaben erfüllt werden. Die
Betriebe müssen aber mit Aushän-
gen oder auf anderen Wegen für die
notwendige Information der Be-
schäftigten sorgen. Wird ein Arbeit-
nehmer bei einer Kontrolle ohne
gültigen Grünen Pass angetroffen,
sah der Verordnungsentwurf 500
Euro Strafe vor.

Verweigert ein ungeimpfter oder
nicht genesener Beschäftigter kon-
sequent die Einhaltung der 3-G-Re-
gel, soll es künftig möglich sein, den
Betroffenen – ohne Entgeltfortzah-
lung – vom Betrieb zu verweisen.
Beharrliche Pflichtverletzung kann
laut Experten der Arbeiterkammer
bis zur Entlassung führen. Es wäre
aber wohl eher ein Fall für eine Kün-
digung, denn die muss nicht be-
gründet werden. Unklar war am

Dienstag weiterhin, ob es für Getes-
tete Zusatzregeln wie etwa eine
Maskenpflicht geben wird. Die
Wirtschaftskammer hatte zudem
Ausnahmen von der 3-G-Pflicht ge-
fordert, etwa für Lkw-Fahrer, die
keinen Kontakt zu anderen haben.

Bisher gilt die 3-G-Pflicht nur für
das Personal in Bereichen wie Spitä-
lern, Alten- und Pflegeheimen oder
Kuranstalten. In „begründeten Fäl-
len“ konnten die Unternehmen
schon jetzt strengere Regeln wie
den 3-G-Nachweis vorsehen. Ar-
beitsrechtsexperten hatten aber
wiederholt auf die vielen ungeklär-
ten Fragen hingewiesen, die sich
daraus ergeben könnten. Sowohl
der Gewerkschaftsbund (ÖGB) wie
auch Unternehmensvertreter hat-
ten daher auf eine gesetzliche Rege-
lung der Zugangsbestimmungen
am Arbeitsplatz generell gedrängt.

SP-Vizeklubchef Jörg Leichtfried
betonte am Dienstag, der Druck sei-

Weg für die 3-G-Pflicht
amArbeitsplatz ist frei

ner Partei habe sich ausgezahlt.
Man könne nicht für 3 G am Ar-
beitsplatz sein und gleichzeitig
betriebliche Gratistests strei-
chen. Das wäre Politik auf dem
Rücken der Arbeitnehmer. Den
Betrieben sollen nun die Kosten
der Tests bis zumindest Ende
März 2022 refundiert werden –
genauso lang wie den Ländern.

Harsche Kritik kam umgehend
von der FPÖ. Die Regierung agie-
re „völlig evidenzbefreit und ist
ein Schandfleck für die Rechts-
staatlichkeit“, schrieb Klubob-
mann Herbert Kickl in einer Aus-
sendung. Die Maßnahme diene
nur dazu, den indirekten Impf-
druck weiter zu erhöhen. „Das
Ziel ist klar: Nicht geimpfte Men-
schen sind böse und müssen des-
halb besonders schikaniert wer-
den, damit sie klein beigeben
und sich impfen lassen, um nicht
weiter gebrandmarkt zu sein.“

Grüner Pass wird
zur Eintrittskarte
amArbeitsplatz.
BILD: SN/KARL SCHÖNDOR-
FER/PICTUREDESK

Für den Umstieg
auf CO2-freie
Stromerzeugung
ist der Ausbau
der Netze unab-
dingbar. BILD: SN/APG
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Für Arbeitnehmer kann
es auch Strafen geben

Österreich ist Wasser- und 
Windkraft-Riese. Jetzt kommt 
Photovoltaik-Offensive.

Energiewende. Öster-
reichs Stromversorger 
 waren schon bisher unter 
den grünsten in Europa, 
wegen der Stromerzeu-
gung aus Wasserkraft und 
Windkraft. Das soll jetzt 
weiter ausgebaut werden, 
denn bis 2030 will Öster-
reich seine Stromversor-
gung zu 100 Prozent auf 
Strom aus erneuerbaren 
Quellen umstellen. 

Der Verbund-Stromkon-
zern erhöht nun sein Inves-
titions-Tempo: Der 3-Jah-
res-Plan für Investments in 
Photovoltaik, Wind- und 
Wasserkraft sowie Strom-
leitungen wird für 2021 bis 
2023 um 400 Millionen 
Euro auf 2,3 Mrd. Euro auf-
gestockt. 890 Mio. Euro 
fließen in die 380-kV-Salz-

burg-Leitung, über eine 
halbe Milliarde in den Aus-
bau der Kraftwerke Kaprun 
(Limberg) in Salzburg und 
Reißeck in Kärnten. Bis 
2030 will der Verbund sei-
nen eigenen PV- und Wind-
kraftanteil auf ein Fünftel 
bis ein Viertel ausbauen.

Expansionsprogramm 
auch durch Zukäufe

Strom-Strategie. Ver-
bund-Chef Michael Strugl 
sieht die Umstellung der 
österreichischen Energie-

branche auf erneuerbare 
Energien als Herausforde-
rung, aber ebenso Chance 
– und will auch Anlagen 
durch Übernahmen an 
Bord holen. „Wir wollen 
uns in der Erzeugung bis 
2030 breiter aufstellen. 
Das ist ein sehr ambitio-
nierter Plan, der Anstren-
gungen bedarf“, so Strugl. 

Auch andere Energierie-
sen, darunter Niederöster-
reichs EVN, bauen aus: Das 
Investitionsprogramm der 
EVN sieht in den nächsten 
Jahren bis zu 450 Mio. Euro 
im Jahr vor. Davon fließen 
270 bis 300 Mio. Euro in die 
Netze, weitere 100 Mio. 
Euro sind für Ökostrom 
vorgesehen, der Rest für 
den Ausbau der Trinkwas-
ser-Versorgung. Neben der 
Photovoltaik setzt die EVN 
dabei auch auf mehr Bio-
masse.

Strom-Ausbau: Verbund investiert 2,3 Milliarden Euro 
in Erzeugung und Netze, auch EVN baut Ökostrom aus

Leitungsfirma Austrian Power Grid

Exportrekorde mit Strom 
aus Wind und Wasser
Der wachsende Grün-
stromanteil beschert Ös-
terreich ein Export-Plus.

Hoch. Österreich hat ei-
nen neuen Rekord beim 
Stromexport aufgestellt: 
Am 13. Mai 2021 stand 
der Zähler bei der Strom-
Leitungsfirma Austrian 
Power Grid (APG) bei 
4.483,7 Megawatt – der 
bisher höchste Wert und 
12 Prozent mehr als der 
bisherige Rekord vom 
15. 6. 2020. Der Grund lag 
v. a. in unserer hohen 
 Erzeugung aus erneuer-
barer Energie. Die wich-
tigsten Abnehmer des 
Stroms waren Deutsch-
land und Tschechien. 

Strom-Quellen. Alle er-
neuerbaren Energien zu-
sammen erzeugten an 
diesem Tag 200 Gigawatt-
stunden (GWh), das ist 
um knapp 40 Prozent 
mehr, als Österreich 
selbst verbraucht. Von 
den 200 GWh entfallen 
119 GWh auf Wasser-
kraft, 73 GWh auf Wind-

kraft und der Rest auf 
Photovoltaik u. a.

Oft stoße das Übertra-
gungsnetz bereits an sei-
ne Kapazitätsgrenzen, 
sagt die APG. So mussten 
bereits erneuerbare Pro-
duktionsanlagen wegen 
unzureichender Netzka-
pazitäten gedrosselt wer-
den. „Die APG investiert 
alleine 2021 357 Millio-
nen Euro in das Übertra-
gungsnetz“, erklärt der 
kaufmännische Vor-
stand der APG, Thomas 
Karall. Bis 2030 will die 
APG insgesamt rund 3,1 
Milliarden Euro in den 
Ausbau der Strominfra-
struktur investieren. Ve
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Verbund-Chef Michael Strugl: 
„Sehr ambitionierter Plan.“

APG-Zentrale: Rekordstand 
bei Grünstrom-Ausfuhren.

Frischer Wind
Erneuerbare

Energie wächst.Energiebranche  
setzt auf Wind, 
Sonne und 
Wasser
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WAS,WANN,WO?
Die wichtigsten Termine aus Ihrer Region

TRISTACH. Ausstellung „Den Himmel hö-
her hängen“. Aquarelle, Gemälde und
Skulpturen von Leonard Lorenz. Galerie
Lorenz, 15 bis 19 Uhr.

APOTHEKE
LIENZ. Stadtapotheke „Zur Madonna“, Ro-
sengasse 14, Tel. (04852) 620 42

ABFALTERSBACH. Sommerstock Training.
Kostenloser Bewegungskurs mit Trainer
Alois Leiter. Der Kurs findet bei jedem
Wetter statt. Eislaufplatz, 19 bis 20 Uhr.

DEBANT.Mutter-Eltern-Beratung. Kos-
tenlos und vertraulich. Es gilt die aktuelle
Corona-Regelung. Marktgemeindeamt,
8.30 bis 10 Uhr.

Künstlers Kurt Philippitsch. Evangelische
Kirche, 10 bis 18 Uhr.

LIENZ.Museum Schloss Bruck. Die Aus-
stellungen „grenzen|los“, „Lichträume“
(Wilfried Kirschl) und „Der Meister“ (De-
fregger und Egger-Lienz) sind im Schloss-
museumzubesichtigen. SchlossBruck, 10
bis 16 Uhr.

HEUTE, 26. 8.
LIENZ.Margret Wibmer im Gespräch. Ein
Kunstgespräch mit Margret Wibmer und
Christine Brugger. Voranmeldung, 3G-
Nachweis, Registrierung und FFP2-Mas-
kenpflicht erforderlich. Schloss Bruck
(Rittersaal), 19 Uhr. Tel. (04852) 625 80

LIENZ. Tiere in der Bibel. Ausstellung des

LIENZ

Der erste Teil der 30-Millionen-Euro-Sanierung
des Umspannwerk Lienz ist damit abgeschlossen.

Nach rund einem Jahr Mon-
tage war es vergangene

Woche soweit: Die Austrian
Power Grid AG (APG) hat den
neuen 380/220-kV-Transfor-
mator im Umspannwerk
(UW) Lienz in Nußdorf-De-
bant in Betrieb genommen. Er
erhöht die Ausfallsicherheit
für ganz Österreich und er-
leichtert die bundesweiteNut-
zungklimafreundlicherWind-
energie.
Mit 816 Tonnen Gewicht ist

der hochmoderne Anlagenteil
im UW Lienz einer der größ-
ten seiner Art. Eine Endspan-
nung von 380.000 Volt wird
nachdemvollständigenHoch-
fahren erreicht. Die Anschaf-
fungskosten in Höhe von 7,5

Millionen Euro sind nur ein
Viertel des Investitionspro-
gramms, das APG derzeit am
60 Jahre alten Standort reali-
siert: Um 30 Millionen Euro
verbessert der Netzbetreiber
die Stromversorgung Ostti-
rols. Der Abschluss des Ge-
samtprojekts ist für Ende 2022
geplant.
„Das Umspannwerk Lienz

ist der einzige Strom-Anspei-
sepunkt für ganz Osttirol aus
dem österreichweiten 380/
220-kV-Hochpsannungsnetz
der APG und deshalb beson-
ders wichtig für die Stromver-
sorgung in der Region,“ sagt
Wolfgang Ranninger, der als
Projektleiter die Bauarbeiten
koordiniert.

Riesen-Transformator
hängt nun am Netz

Die letzten
Arbeiten
wurden
abgeschlos-
sen, der
Riesentrans-
formator ist
am Netz

KK/MARTIN LUGGER
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Zu Fuß bergauf,
mitdemScooter

bergab
Die FirmenMicado und Aberjung haben den
Alpin-Scooter „Alpike“ entwickelt. Bergauf
wird er auf dem Rücken transportiert.

diesem Projekt kreativ getüf-
telt.
„Die Idee ist nicht ganz

neu“, sagt Edwin Meindl, Ge-
schäftsführer von Micado
Smart Engineering. Es hätte
schon ähnliche Produkte ge-
geben, die allerdings aufgrund
ihres Gewichtes von rund
neun Kilogramm wieder vom
Markt verschwunden seien.
Der „Alpike“ wiegt hingegen
nur fünfeinhalb Kilogramm
und lässt damit die Konkur-
renzprodukte weit hinter sich.
Doch auch sonst spielt der

Alpin-Scooter alle Stücke: Er
besticht nicht nur durch sein
geringes Gewicht, sondern
auch durch seine durchdach-
ten Details sowie sein edles
und cooles Design, für das
hochwertige Materialien zum
Einsatz kamen.

Bergwärts wird der Alpin-
Scooter komfortabel in einem
ausgeklügelten Tragesystem

VonMersiha Kasupovic

Ob im Winter auf Skiern
oder im Sommer mit
dem Fahrrad oder zu

Fuß. Es gibt viele Möglichkei-
ten den Berg hinauf und wie-
der hinunter zu kommen.
Doch gerade im Sommer ist
der Abstieg nach einer an-
strengenden Berg- oder Wan-
dertour gelenkbelastend.
Deshalbwurde unter der Fe-

derführung der Firma Mi-
cacdo in Oberlienz und Aber-
jung der „Alpike“ – ein klapp-
barer Alpin-Scooter – entwi-
ckelt. Bergwärts wird er kom-
fortabel auf dem Rücken
transportiert und fährt im An-
schluss auf zwei Rädern ins
Tal.
Dafür holte man sich auch

den dreifachen Mountainbike
Weltmeister Alban Lakata und
Ex-Radprofi Bernhard Gugga-
nig mit ins Boot. Gemeinsam
wurde für rund drei Jahre an
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In Innsbruck feiert Sepp Norer 
seinen Geburtstag.

Todesfälle 

In Innsbruck: Marina Haus-
bichler, 53 Jahre. In Hall i. 
T.: Werner Staudigl, 88 Jahre. 
In Zirl: Paula Gschwendtner, 
geb. Geiger, 101 Jahre. In 
Kufstein: Karl Sulzbacher, 86 
Jahre; Josef Asl, 89 Jahre. In 
Erl: Anna Kronthaler – „Bert-
Nani“, geb. Daxenbichler, 97 
Jahre. In Kitzbühel: Herbert 
Wanker, 93 Jahre. In Kirch-
berg i. T.: Dr. Franz Berger, 
73 Jahre.

Familienfest

Den Festgottesdienst zelebrierten diese Pfarrherren gemeinsam mit Weih-
bischof Hansjörg Hofer (4. v. l.). Foto: Silberberger

Wildschönau – „250 Jahre 
Kirchweih in Oberau“, das 
bot allen Grund für ein gro-
ßes Kirchenfest im Hauptort 
des Hochtales Wildschönau. 
Dafür unterbrach Weihbi-
schof Hansjörg Hofer sogar 
den Urlaub in seiner Heimat 
in Stumm im Zillertal. Insge-
samt drei Tage lang dauer-
ten die Feierlichkeiten und 
Zeremonien samt Festgot-
tesdiensten an. Neben der 
Gemeindepolitik beteiligten 
sich auch zahlreiche Vereine 
am Fest.

Weihbischof Hansjörg Ho-
fer erinnerte in seiner Fest-
predigt an den Stellenwert 
eines Gotteshauses: Es sei der 
zentrale Mittelpunkt eines je-
den Dorfes. Die Erbauer der 
Kirche in Oberau vor 250 Jah-
ren waren Pioniere und Men-
schen mit Weitblick. Es er-
forderte damals großen Mut 
und Zuversicht. Diese gelte es 
auch weiterhin zu behalten.

Gratuliert wurde auch Pfar-
rer Josef Aichriedler, der vor 
wenigen Tagen seinen 80. Ge-
burtstag feierte. (ts)

Kirchjubiläum 
groß gefeiert

Nußdorf-Debant – Es ist in-
zwischen schon ein Jahr ver-
gangen, seit im Umspann-
werk in Nußdorf-Debant 
ein neuer 380/220-Kilovolt-
Transformator in drei riesi-
gen Blöcken angeliefert und 
aufgestellt worden ist. Erst 
vor wenigen Tagen ist dieser 
Spannungswandler, mit ei-
nem Gewicht von 816 Ton-
nen einer der größten seiner 
Art in Österreich, in Betrieb 
genommen worden. Der 
Transformator alleine kostete 
7,5 Millionen Euro. Insgesamt 
investiert die Austrian Power 
Grid AG (APG), Österreichs 
unabhängiger Stromnetzbe-
treiber, der das überregiona-
le Stromtransportnetz steuert 
und verantwortet, in die Inf-
rastruktur im Bezirk Lienz 30 
Millionen Euro. Ende nächs-
ten Jahres sollen diese Arbei-
ten abgeschlossen werden, 
die gesamte Bauzeit beträgt 
sechs Jahre.

„Das Umspannwerk Lienz 
ist der einzige Strom-An-
speisepunkt für ganz Ostti-
rol aus dem österreichweiten 
380/220-Kilovolt-Hochspan-
nungsnetz der APG und des-
halb besonders wichtig für 
die Stromversorgung in der 
Region“, erläutert Wolfgang 
Ranninger, der als Projekt-
leiter die Bauarbeiten koor-
diniert. Nach rund 60 Jahren 
Betriebsdauer waren Teile 
der Anlage sanierungsbe-
dürftig. „Seit Herbst 2016 er-
neuern wir schrittweise die 
220-Kilovolt-Schaltanlage, 
über welche die regionalen 
Leitungen der Tinetz-Tiroler 
Netze GmbH aus dem über-
regionalen APG-Netz versorgt 
werden – damit der Strom 
auch in den nächsten Jahr-

zehnten bei allen Haushalten 
und Unternehmen aus der 
Steckdose kommt.“

Die Inbetriebnahme eines 
solchen Spannungswandlers 
ist kein einfaches Unterfan-
gen: Innerhalb von zwei Ta-
gen wurde der Trafo mithilfe 
der Kraftwerksgruppe Mal-
ta (Kärnten) etappenweise 
hochgefahren, von zunächst 
sehr geringer Spannung bis 
hin zur Endspannung von 
380.000 Volt. „Mit dem neuen 
Transformator erhöht APG 
die Ausfallsicherheit für ganz 
Österreich und erleichtert 
gleichzeitig die bundeswei-
te Verteilung klimafreund-
licher Windenergie: Der 
Trafo verstärkt nämlich die 

Verbindung zwischen den 
Speicherkraftwerken Malta 
und Reißeck (Kärnten) so-
wie Kaprun (Salzburg) im 
Westen des Landes mit den 
Windkraftanlagen im Osten.“ 
Überschüssiger Windstrom, 
der nicht vor Ort verbraucht 
wird, könne so über weite 
Strecken abtransportiert und 
gespeichert werden. Bei Be-
darf kann der Strom dann 
wieder von den Speicher-
kraftwerken abgerufen und 
österreichweit genutzt wer-
den. Auch für den interna-
tionalen Stromtransport ist 
der Standort in Osttirol von 
Bedeutung, fungiert er doch 
als 220-Kilovolt-Schnittstelle 
nach Soverzene in Italien.

APG-Unternehmensspre-
cher Christoph Schuh betont 
die Dringlichkeit von Inves-
titionen: „Alle APG-Projekte 
in den Bereichen Netzaus-
bau, Sanierung und Instand-
haltung sind unverzichtbare 
Grundpfeiler für die sichere 
Stromversorgung der Repub-
lik. Sie sind Voraussetzung für 
die zunehmende Elektrifizie-
rung von Gesellschaft, Wirt-
schaft und Industrie und da-
mit wesentlicher Baustein für 
die Erreichung der österrei-
chischen Klimaziele.“ Verzö-
gerungen würden die Dekar-
bonisierung von Wirtschaft 
und Industrie sowie deren 
positive ökonomische Effekte 
gefährden. (TT, bcp)

Lienz: Umspannwerk und 
Leitungen werden saniert   
In sechs Jahren investiert die Austrian Power Grid AG, Österreichs 

unabhängiger Stromnetzbetreiber, in Osttirol 30 Millionen Euro. 

Insgesamt investiert die Austrian Power Grid AG 30 Millionen Euro in die Strominfrastruktur Osttirols. Der neue 
dreiteilige 380/220-kV-Transformator (im Vordergrund) ist das Herzstück im Umspannwerk Lienz. Foto: APG/Josef Inhöger

Elbigenalp, Matrei i. O. – 
Schüler der Fachschule für 
Kunsthandwerk und Design 
Elbigenalp haben das Lin-
denkreuz in Matrei in Ostti-
rol restauriert. Holzteile, die 
nicht stilgerecht angebracht 
waren, wurden geschnitzt, Fi-
guren, Kreuz und Vitrine ge-
fasst. Jetzt erstrahlt das Weg-
kreuz in neuem Glanz. (fasi)

Lindenkreuz in 
neuem Glanz

Schwaz – Es sind die einzig-
artige Kulisse, der Flair und 
die gute Musik, die das Wood-
light-Festival im Schwazer 
Pflanzgarten zu etwas Beson-
derem machen. Für viele Be-
sucher geht es weniger dar-
um, welche Bands auftreten, 
sondern um den Musikgenuss 
in dieser unverwechselbaren 
Atmosphäre mitten im Wald. 

Die Zwei-Tage-Tickets für 

das heurige Woodlight waren 
binnen kürzester Zeit ausver-
kauft. „Wir können leider nur 
500 Besucher zulassen, da 
müssen wir streng bleiben, 
auch wenn noch immer viele 
nach Tickets fragen“, erklärt 
Sandro Brand, Obmann der 
Alternativen Kulturwerkstatt. 

Alle 40 Mitglieder des 
Schwazer Vereins werden 
am Freitag und Samstag fürs 

Festival im Einsatz sein. Heu-
te startet bereits der Aufbau. 
Neben dem Corona-Konzept 
sind auch der fehlende Strom 
und kaum fließend Wasser 
eine ziemliche Herausforde-
rung für die Organisatoren. 

Auf der Bühne stehen üb-
rigens u. a. die Rocker von 
Mother’s Cake oder die Ober-
länder Mundart-Rapper Von 
Seiten der Gemeinde. (emf)

Beim Festival im Wald abrocken

Kooperator Schnaiter ist nur noch bis 31. August in Gerlos tätig. Danach 
kümmern sich die benachbarten Pfarrer um die Seelsorge. Symbolfoto: imago/Eibner

Von Eva-Maria Fankhauser

Gerlos – Für die einen kommt 
es überraschend, für die an-
deren war es längst überfällig. 
Der Gerloser Pfarrer Koopera-
tor Ferdinand Schnaiter teilte 
per Schreiben an alle Gerloser 
seinen Abschied mit. 

Mit 1. September verlässt 
er die Zillertaler Gemeinde 
und auch die Erzdiözese Salz-
burg. Den Grund für den nicht 
ganz freiwilligen Weggang er-
klärt Schnaiter im Schreiben 
so: „In den letzten Monaten 
musste ich von Seiten meiner 
kirchlichen Vorgesetzten die 
schmerzliche Erfahrung ma-
chen, in meiner persönlichen 
Meinungsfreiheit tiefgreifend 
eingeschränkt zu werden.“ Er 
sei unter Druck gesetzt wor-
den, Auskünfte zu geben, die 
er auf Grund der priesterli-
chen Schweigepflicht nicht 
geben konnte. Er sei seinen 
Vorgesetzten nicht böse und 
dankbar für die Zeit in Gerlos.

Worum es genau geht, 
schreibt er nicht. Dazu nimmt 
auf TT-Anfrage aber Gene-
ralvikar Roland Rasser Stel-

lung: „Der Kooperator hat 
eine Corona-Broschüre ver-
teilt, die von der diözesanen 
Linie abweicht und haarsträu-
bende Verschwörungstheo-
rien enthält.“ Trotz mehrerer 
Gespräche habe man nicht 
mehr „zusammengefunden“. 
Die Angelegenheit ging vors 
Konsistorium. „Und dort fiel 
die Entscheidung, Ferdinand 
Schnaiter zu verabschieden. 
In unserer Erzdiözese wird er 
nicht mehr tätig sein“, erklärt 
Generalvikar Rasser. 

Ein wesentlicher Punkt sei 
gewesen, dass es in Schnaiters 
Broschüre kein Impressum 
gab und der Kooperator auch 
keine Auskunft geben woll-
te, woher der Inhalt stammt. 
Daher der abrupte Abschied. 
Schnaiter könne nun ins Erz-
bistum Vaduz in Liechten-
stein zurückkehren, wo man 
ihn vor gut elf Jahren für die 
Seelsorge in Gerlos freistellte.

Schnaiter galt bei einigen 
Gerlosern schon vor der Coro-
na-Pandemie als umstritten. 
Er sorgte mit seiner persönli-
chen Einstellung und Gottes-
dienstführung für Unmut.

Gerloser Pfarrer 
muss Erzdiözese 

verlassen
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Von den riesi-
gen Rollen aus
werden die Sei-
le in schwin-
delnde Höhen
gezogen

APG/STEINER

AM SCHAUPLATZ. 140 Mann tauschen die Seile
der 70 Jahre alten Hochspannungsleitung
durchs Ennstal. In schwindelerregenden
Höhen und bei so ziemlich jedemWetter.

Von Dorit Burgsteiner

der Austrian Power Grid
(APG).
Zwischen Reitdorf im be-

nachbarten Pongau und Wei-
ßenbach bei Liezen wird der-
zeit gearbeitet, und dabei an

Strahlend blauer Himmel,
Sonnenschein, ein leichtes
Lüfterl und angenehme

Temperaturen: Es sind perfekte
Bedingungen, die am Freitag-
vormittag in der Mitte des Be-
zirkes Liezen herrschen. Nicht
nur für jene, die einen freien
Tag genießen dürfen, sondern
auch für die Leitungsmonteure
der Austrian Power Grid.
Sie tauschen in luftigen Hö-

hendie Seile der durchs Ennstal
führenden Hochspannungslei-
tung aus. Mehr als 70 Jahre ist
diese Leitung alt, der Zahn der
Zeit hat an ihren Seilen genagt.
Höchste Zeit also, sie gegen
neue auszutauschen. Das ist vor
allem wichtig, weil man seit
nunmehr zehn Jahren Kapazi-

tätseinschränkungen bei der
Stromübertragung verzeichnet.

Seit eineinhalbWochen sind
die Monteure mit diesen
Arbeiten beschäftigt – und

haben dabei beileibe nicht im-
mer so feineWetterverhältnisse
vorgefundenwie gestern. In der
vergangenenWocheetwawerk-
ten sie bei widrigen Bedingun-
gen – Kälte, Schnee und schnei-
digemWind–an ihrembis zu 50
Meter hohen Arbeitsplatz. „Die
Männer sind extremwetterfest.
Es gibt eigentlich nur eine Si-
tuation, in derman nicht auf die
Mastengeht.Unddas ist beiNe-
bel und minus einem Grad der
Fall, denn dann bildet sich um
die Eisenteile eine Eishülle“,
sagt Bauleiter Sven Aberle von

fünf Stellen gleichzeitig gezo-
gen. Insgesamt sind 140 Mann
mit demZiehen der neuen Seile
beschäftigt, in Untergrimming
gewährte man gestern einen
Einblick in die Arbeit.

Ein spannender
Job in bis zu

50MeternHöhe

Ennstal und das Ausseerland

Bauleiter Sven
Aberle ist mit
seinenMannen
bei (fast) je-
demWetter im
Einsatz DB

ANZEIGE

Helm ist
Pflicht, egal ob
amBoden oder
auf den Mas-
ten. Sicherheit
geht immer
vor APG/HUBER(3)

Augenscheinlich nichts für schwache Nerven

Abstand von fünf bis zehn Me-
ter Rollen montiert, in denen
das zu ziehende Seil läuft und in
der Höhe gehalten wird“, er-
klärt Aberle.

Damit die Ennstaler zu Zei-
ten des Seilzuges nicht
stromlos ihr Dasein fris-

ten müssen, springen die Ener-
gienetze Steiermark ein, die im
Ennstal ebenfalls Leitungen
führen.
„Und sollte doch eine prekäre

Stromsituation entstehen, be-
kommen wir eine Meldung,
dasswir die Leitungbetriebsbe-
reit machen sollen. Nach dem
Arbeitsstopp und der Siche-
rung der Seile kann das inner-
halb einerViertelstunde passie-
ren“, so Aberle.

der Strom auch hier abgeschal-
tet, und zwar auf der ganzen
Leitungslänge vonWeißenbach
bis Kaprun. Würde ein gezoge-
nes Seil reißen und auf die Ge-
genseite schlagen, könnte das
einen Kurzschluss verursachen
und natürlich auch die Arbeiter
gefährden“, erklärt Aberle.
Und die Sicherheit steht im-

merhin stets an erster Stelle. So
natürlich auch dort, wo die Lei-
tung über Straßen oder Bahnli-
nien führt. Wie berichtet, wer-
den Gerüste aufgestellt, um zu
verhindern, dass ein Seil im
Ernstfall auf der Straße landet.
Ebenso werden zur Sicherung
des zu ziehenden Seils Rollen-
leinen verwendet. An einem
„sehr starken Stahlseil sind im

Und wie geht das Ganze von-
statten? „An den Masten wer-
den die Klemmen, die das Seil
halten, gegen Rollen getauscht.
Das neue Seil kuppelt man an
das alte, indemman einen soge-
nannten Ziehstrumpf drüber-
zieht. Und dann kann unter Zu-
hilfenahme von Winden gezo-
gen werden“, sagt Bauleiter
Aberle. Das Prinzip ist also ein-
fach, die Arbeit aber „aufwen-
dig und nicht ganz ungefähr-
lich“.

Derzeit wird auf der linken
Seite der Masten gearbei-
tet, während der Vorbe-

reitungsarbeiten – etwaderRol-
lenmontage – fließt auf der
rechten Seite der Strom. „Wenn
die Seilzugarbeiten laufen, wird
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Wetterfest und
schwindelfrei

Bergführer oder Zimme-
rer, aber auch „Exoten“

wie ein Koch oder ein Zu-
ckerbäcker. Es ist eine bunte
Truppe, die in der Leitungs-
montage bei der Austrian
Power Grid amWerk ist.
Das zu hören, war doch

ziemlich überraschend.
Aber: Es gibt für den Job kei-
ne eigene Ausbildung wie
etwaeineLehre.Manwächst
einfach in den Beruf hinein -
in 50 Metern Höhe beginnt
keiner der Berufsumsteiger.
Sondern beimLeitungs-Neu-
bau, und da „wächst man
quasi von Grund auf mit den
Masten mit“, erklärt APG-
Bauleiter Sven Aberle.
Voraussetzungen, die man

mitbringen muss: extreme
Wetterfestigkeit und absolu-
te Schwindelfreiheit.Was zu-
vor noch wie ein Job für je-
dermann geklungen hat, ist
aufgrund der Hartgesotten-
heit, die es braucht, dann
doch keiner.

Wer Gelegenheit hat, bei
der Arbeit zuzuschau-

en, möge jedenfalls ein Ses-
serl mitbringen. Man läuft
nämlichGefahr,weicheKnie
zubekommen.AusEhrfurcht
und vom vielen nach oben
schauen.

Die Masten, an denen gearbeitet
wird, sindbis zu56Meterhoch.Die
höchste Stelle, die die Monteure
dabei erreichen, liegt in circa 50
Metern Höhe.
Ausgetauschtwerden die Leitun-
gen zwischen den Umspannwer-
ken Kaprun undWeißenbach bei
Liezen.

Sechs Seile auf der 125 Kilometer
langen Hochspannungs-Trasse
werden in den kommendenWo-
chen getauscht.

Am 17. März wurdemit den Arbei-
ten begonnen, in der zweiten
Aprilwoche sollen sie im Ennstal
abgeschlossen sein.

Die Fakten zum Seiltausch

Das Video vom
Hochseilakt
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Höchstgelegenes Skidorf der Steiermark.

Finale: Noch 9 griffige Skitage genießen!

Schneebären
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WETTERWERTE 
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BIOWETTER
Vor allem Migräne- und Herz-
Kreislauf-Patienten leiden bei dem 
unbeständigen Wetter vermehrt unter 
Beschwerden und sollten sich nach 
Möglichkeit schonen. Zudem sind 
einige Menschen müde.

Insgesamt dominiert Zwischen-
hocheinfluss, am Alpenrand und 
im Osten des Landes ist die Luft 
aber feucht und schaueranfällig. 
Vor allem inneralpin und im 
Süden scheint zeitweise die 
Sonne. An der Alpennordseite 
ziehen dagegen teils dichte 
Wolken durch und vom 
Bodensee die Nordalpen entlang 
bis nach Niederösterreich muss 
man mit ein paar Regenschauern 
rechnen. Im Osten weht 
lebhafter Nordwestwind. Von 
West nach Ost erreichen die 
Temperaturen 17 bis 25 Grad.

Wechselhaft, warm

 WETTER                  Berichte über Unwetter und weltweite Klimaveränderungen auf derStandard.at/Panorama

Lagarde erwartet keine 
ausufernde Inflation  

Frankfurt – Laut EZB-Chefin Chris-
tine Lagarde deutet derzeit nur we-
nig darauf hin, dass die Inflation 
stärker als erwartet anziehen wird. 
Es gebe zwar einige Faktoren, die 
die Teuerung hochtreiben könnten, 
sagte Lagarde am Montag in einer 
Schaltung für eine Anhörung vor 
einem Ausschuss des EU-Parla-
ments. Dies gelte etwa für den Ein-
fluss der Lohnrunden auf die Preis-
entwicklung. Es seien derzeit je-
doch nur in begrenztem Umfang 
Hinweise auf solche Entwicklun-
gen zu sehen, die das Inflations -
risiko erhöhen könnten. Daher 
gehe die EZB in ihrem Basisszena-
rio weiter davon aus, dass die Infla-
tion mittelfristig unter dem Ziel der 
Europäischen Zentralbank (EZB) 
von zwei Prozent bleiben werde. 
(Reuters)   

 
Gründerzeit-Zinshäuser 

bei Investoren gefragt 
Wien – Die für Wien typischen Alt-
bauten aus der Gründerzeit sind bei 
Anlegern wieder sehr gefragt. In der 
ersten Jahreshälfte lag das Transak-
tionsvolumen laut dem aktuellen 
Zinshaus-Marktbericht von Otto-
Immobilien heuer „deutlich über 
dem langjährigen Durchschnitt der 
Jahre 2012 bis 2020 – und zwar um 
immerhin rund 50 Prozent“. Das 
Transaktionsvolumen lag bei 677 
Mio. Euro, ein Anstieg von 83 Pro-
zentpunkten gegenüber dem Vor-
jahr. Auch die Zahl der Verkäufe leg-
te um rund 62 Prozent zu. Die Bele-
bung zog sich quer durch alle Wie-
ner Gemeindebezirke, doch generell 
haben sich vor allem die Deals in den 
Bezirken außerhalb des Gürtels 
deutlich belebt – in Summe spielten 
sich dort heuer 68 Prozent der Ver-
käufe ab, die etwa die Hälfte (51 Pro-
zent) des gesamten Transaktionsvo-
lumens in Wien ausmachten. (APA) 

 
Google wehrt sich gegen 

Rekordstrafe in EU  
Luxemburg – Google wehrt sich vor 
Gericht gegen die 2018 verhängte 
Rekordkartellstrafe. „Die Kommis-
sion hat die Augen vor der wahren 
wettbewerbsrechtlichen Dynamik 
in dieser Industrie verschlossen – 
der zwischen Apple und Android“, 
sagte Google-Anwalt Matthew Pick-
ford vor dem EU-Gericht am Mon-
tag in Luxemburg zu Beginn einer 
fünftägigen Anhörung. Die Kartell-
wächter hätten Googles Bedeutung 
überschätzt. Stattdessen sei An -
droid ein Paradebeispiel für funk -
tionierenden Wettbewerb. Die EU-
Kommission hatte den Konzern we-
gen illegaler Praktiken beim Handy-
Betriebssystem Android zur Zah-
lung von 4,3 Milliarden Euro verdon-
nert. (Reuters) 

KURZ GEMELDET

Vorbereiten für den Ernstfall 
Innenministerium und Netzgesellschaft Austria Power Grid (APG) wollen enger zusammenarbeiten, um 

die Folgen eines möglichen Blackouts zu minimieren. Ein Tag Ausfall kostet mehr als eine Milliarde Euro.

niert, und auch um die Regelung des 
Verkehrs an neuralgischen Punk-
ten, wenn Ampeln ausfallen sollten. 
Die „Chaosphase“, wie Generalmajor 
Peter Skorsch von der Projektgrup-
pe „Blackout“ im Innenministerium 
sagte, müsse möglichst kurz gehal-
ten werden. 

Knapp vorbei 
Heuer ist Österreich zumindest 

einmal an einem Blackout vorbeige-
schrammt. Am 8. Jänner löste ein 
Schaden in einem Umspannwerk in 
Kroatien eine Kettenreaktion an 
Stromabschaltungen aus. Durch ko-
ordiniertes Zusammenarbeiten zwi-
schen den Netzgesellschaften in 
Europa konnten die Ausfälle regio-
nal begrenzt werden – österreichi-
sche Konsumenten bekamen mit 
Ausnahme einiger größerer Strom-
abnehmer wie Flughafen Wien, der 
Dieselaggregate anwarf und zur Ent-
lastung der Situation selbst kurz-
fristig den Strombezug aus dem öf-
fentlichen Netz zurückfuhr, nichts 
mit. Eine zweite größere Störung 

N
icht auszudenken was pas-
siert, wenn nichts mehr pas-
siert, weil es zu einem totalen 

Stromausfall (Blackout) gekommen 
ist. Kein Strom heißt kein Benzin, 
weil die Pumpen dann auch nicht 
mehr funktionieren. Kein Strom 
heißt aber auch kein Licht, keine 
Ampeln, kein Geld aus Automaten, 
weder Handy noch Internet. Und es 
heißt vor allem auch: hohe Kosten. 

Anhand der Corona-Pandemie 
konnte man 2020 im Realversuch 
sehen, was es heißt, wenn die Wirt-
schaft steht. Forscher haben für Ös-
terreich Kosten von rund 1,2 Milliar-
den Euro errechnet – pro Tag. Die 
Wirtschaft würde dann möglicher-
weise nicht nur einen, sondern 
mehrere Tage stehen, wenn Maschi-
nen nicht gehen und Mitarbeiter gar 
nicht zur Arbeit können, weil auch 
Aufzüge und öffentliche Verkehrs-
mittel (U-Bahn) ausgefallen sind. 
Darauf haben am Montag Vertreter 
des Innenministeriums und der 
Netzgesellschaft Austrian Power 
Grid (APG) hingewiesen. 

Es sei notwendig, alles zu tun, da-
mit es zu dem Ernstfall gar nicht 
kommt. Da aber zumindest ein Rest-
risiko immer bestehe, wollen Innen-
ministerium und APG präventiv tä-
tig werden und alle möglichen Sze-
narien durchspielen, um im Anlass-
fall möglichst durchgehend hand-
lungsfähig zu bleiben. Zu diesem 
Zweck haben Innenminister Karl 
Nehammer (ÖVP) und APG-Vor-
stand Gerald Christiner einen Ko-
operationsvertrag geschlossen. Ziel 
ist ein pfleglicher Informationsaus-
tausch. Der dadurch erhoffte Zeitge-
winn im Fall des Falles: „Ein bis 
zwei Stunden“, wie Nehammer am 
Montag sagte. 

Wer beliefert wen mit Informa-
tionen? Die APG das Innenministe-
rium, weil die Netzgesellschaft so-
zusagen in Echtzeit mitbekommt, 
was gerade im Stromnetz passiert. 
Die Polizeibehörde kann diesen 
Zeitvorsprung für erste Vorberei-
tungen nutzen. Es geht um Vorkeh-
rungen, dass die Lebensmittel- und 
Trinkwasserversorgung funktio-

gab es im Juli im Südwesten Euro-
pas, von der Haushalte in Frank-
reich, Spanien und Portugal betrof-
fen waren.  

Weil der Ausbau des Stromnetzes 
mit dem Ausbau der erneuerbaren 
Energien aus unterschiedlichsten 
Gründen nicht Schritt gehalten hat, 
sei die Lage viel instabiler geworden 
als zu Beginn der Liberalisierung des 
Strommarktes 2001, sagte APG-Vor-
stand Christiner. Allein heuer habe 
man 160-mal eingreifen müssen, um 
Angebot und Nachfrage in Balance 
und damit die Netzfrequenz auf den 
erforderlichen 50 Hertz zu halten. 

Abgesehen von rund 100 strate-
gisch wichtigen Objekten, die wie 
der Sitz des Innenministeriums in 
Wien, die Landespolizeidirektionen 
oder die Bezirkskommandos fit für 
alle Eventualitäten gemacht werden 
sollen, appellierte Nehammer auch 
an die Eigenverantwortung der Bür-
ger. Jeder und jede sollte sich einen 
Vorrat an Essen, Trinkwasser und 
Batterien zulegen, um im Ernstfall 
drei Tage durchtauchen zu können. 

Ein großflächiger Stromausfall ist zumindest nicht auszuschließen. Um das zu verhindern, müssen rasch die richtigen Leute das Richtige tun. 
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Aktuelle Umfrage von A1 

Jeder 2. zockt
Computerspiele
56 % der Herren und 44 % der Da-
men spielen zumindest ein Mal 
pro Woche Fifa, Call of Duty & Co. 75 % nut-
zen dafür das Handy, 55 % Laptop/PC, 45 % 
eine Gaming-Konsole, 26 % ein Tablet

Nach dreitägiger Diskussion

Nationalrat segnet
das Budget 2022 ab
Mit den Stimmen von ÖVP (r. Finanzmi-
nister Gernot Blümel) und Grünen hat 
das Parlament am Donnerstag das Bundesbudget 2022 
beschlossen. Offen bleibt, ob die Zielvorgaben ange-
sichts des drohenden neuen Lockdowns lange halten
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Österreichs Stromnetz wird um
3,5 Milliarden klimafi t gemacht

In den nächsten zehn Jahren 
muss Austrian Power Grid (die Fir-
ma APG betreibt Übertragungs-
netz, Umspannwerke & Co.) das 
Stromnetz massiv ausbauen. In 

Summe sollen laut den Vorständen 
Gerhard Christiner und Thomas 
Karall 3,5 Milliarden fließen. Das 
sichert 2.800 Jobs pro Jahr, heimi-
sche Unternehmen profitieren zu-
dem davon mit einer Bruttowert-
schöpfung von 2,1 Milliarden.

Warum das nötig ist: Durch die 
Abkehr von fossilen Brennstoffen 
braucht’s viel mehr Strom. Zudem 
muss die in Wind- und Solaran-
lagen erzeugte Energie ab- und zu 
Kunden transportiert werden

Der laut Eigendefinition 
„größte Online-Gebrauchtwa-
genhändler Europas“ startet in 
Österreich. Carvago.com bietet 
Kunden 680.000 Gebrauchte 
aus ausgewählten europäischen 
Märkten via Web zum Kauf 
an. Inklusive sind etwa Tech-
nik-Check, Lieferung, sechs-
monatige Garantie und ein 
14-tägiges Rückgaberecht

Neuer Player
am AutomarktStau im Frühverkehr: Fast 

80 Meter weit reichte Donners-
tagfrüh die Kundenschlange 
vor der Lidl-Filiale in der Sim-
meringer Hauptstraße 46 in 
Wien zurück. Leserreporter 
Ayseguel Yazar hielt’s mit sei-
nem Handy fest. Grund des 
Auflaufs? Anlässlich der Neu-
eröffnung winkte den ersten 
100 Kunden ein 20-Euro-Gut-
schein. Wer es nicht geschafft 
hat: Bis Samstag gibt’s noch 
Gratiskaffee für alle

Bitte, gibt’s hier
was geschenkt?
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Gerhard Christiner, Thomas Karall (v.l.)
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Auf 50 Stück limitiert

Luxus-E-Smart
um 47.000 Euro
Tuningspezialist Brabus hat den 
Smart EQ Fortwo Cabrio zum Ci-
ty-Supercar namens Brabus 92R 
mit 92 PS auffrisiert. Wen die Spitze von 130 km/h nicht stört 
– in Deutschland kostet der Ultraflitzer ab 47.481 € aufwärts

Airline verschärft den Sparkurs

AUA streicht mehr
Jobs als befürchtet  
650 Arbeitsplätze sind schon weg. We-
gen Corona baut die AUA bis 2023 wei-
tere 700 Jobs ab, 250 mehr als eigent-
lich geplant. Zudem soll die Flotte von 
80 auf 58 Jets (statt 60) schrumpfen

Freitag, 26.3.2110  I  WirtschaftHeute

Blitzartig ist der Strom weg, das 
Handynetz fällt nach wenigen 
Stunden Notbetrieb aus. Diesem 
Fiasko ist Europa am 8. Jänner 
knapp entronnen. Was passierte, 
hat Netzbetreiber Austrian Pow-
er Grid nun in einem genialen Er-
klärvideo verständlich erläutert.
■ Grundzustand: Europas Strom-
netze sind verbunden, werden mit 
50 Hertz betrieben – eine Miniab-

weichung und der Blackout droht.
■ Um 14.04 Uhr reißt der Ausfall 
eines kroatischen Umspannwerks 
14 Netze in Südosteuropa mit.
■ Europa zerfällt in zwei Teile: 
Dem Norden fehlt nun Strom (un-
ter 50 Hertz), der Südosten hat viel 
zu viel (deutlich über 50 Hertz).
■ Auto-Notsysteme fahren im 
Norden Kraftwerke hoch, schalten 
im Süden welche aus. Zudem kauft 

der Norden Strom zu, nimmt 
Großverbraucher vom Netz.
■ Um 15.08 Uhr ist der Spuk vor-
bei. Zu sehen auf heute.at

So knapp entgingen wir Blackout
Netzbetreiber stellt cooles Erklärvideo online
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Philips trennt sich von
Haushaltsgeräte-Sparte 
Kaufpreis – rund 3,7 Milliar-
den Euro! Neuer Eigentümer 
ist der Investmentfonds Hill-
house Capital aus China

Drei schließt Corona-Jahr
mit 850 Mio. € Umsatz ab

Gegenüber 2019 ist das 
laut CEO Rudolf  Schrefl 
ein leichter Rückgang 
von 2 %. Mit Ende 2020 
hatte Drei 3,72 Millio-
nen Kunden (–4 %)

Nur 6 % werfen niemals
Lebensmittel in den Müll
36 % schmeißen laut Market-
agent häufiger Lebensmittel 
weg, kaum jemand tut’s nie

Mehr auf www.heute.at

 NEWS
FLASH

Laut Arbeiterkammer muss 
man als Normalnutzer (bis 280 
Buchungen pro Jahr) im Schnitt 
125 € jährlich fürs Girokonto ein-
planen. Die Habenzinsen bewe-
gen sich zwischen nix und 
0,125 % (WSK Bank) – während 
Überziehen ins Geld geht. Ab-

hängig vom Institut werden laut 
AK 5,375 % (Schelhammer & 
Schattera) und 14 % (Sparkasse 
Herzogenburg-Neulengbach) fäl-
lig. Auch erhoben: die besten An-
gebote zum Nulltarif, zu haben 
bei Dadat, Easybank, Hello bank! 
– www.bankenrechner.at

Überzieher zahlen bis zu 14 % ZinsenRadler-Paradies 
Sporthändler Hervis hat 
am Donnerstag im Wie-
ner Gewerbepark Stadlau 
einen 2.000 Quadratme-
ter großen Rad-Flagship-
Store eröffnet. Zu haben 
ist alles vom E-Bike bis 
zum Kinderradl

APG-Experten erklären das Fast-Fiasko.
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Volkswagen (VW) hat im abgelaufenen ers-
ten Halbjahr trotz Produktionspausen we-
gen des Halbleiter-Mangels ein operatives
Ergebnis von rund 11 Milliarden Euro ein-
gefahren. Die Absatzerholung habe zu ei-
nem sehr hohen Umsatz und Betriebsge-
winn geführt, teilte der deutsche Autoriese
Freitagnachmittag mit. Der Netto-Cashflow
im Automobilgeschäft habe sich mit rund

10 Milliarden Euro ebenfalls „sehr positiv
entwickelt“. „Die Beeinträchtigung aus
dem Engpass an Halbleitern hat sich ver-
schoben und wird eher zu Beeinträchtigun-
gen im zweiten Halbjahr führen“, erklärte
der Konzern weiter. Vollständige Zahlen
will VW am 29. Juli veröffentlichen.
Indes soll Daimler früher als geplant kom-
plett auf Verbrenner verzichten wollen. Die

„Automobilwoche“ zitierte einen „hochran-
gigen Manager“ des Konzerns: „Wir wech-
seln von EV first zu EV only.“ EV heißt Elec-
tric Vehicle. Bisher wollte der Mercedes-Her-
steller bis 2030 erreichen, dass die Hälfte al-
ler verkauften Autos elektrisch oder Plug-
in-Hybride sind. Details der neuen Strategie
wolle Daimler auf einem Strategietag am 22.
Juli verkünden. (reuters/afp)

Börsen & Märkte

VW fährt 11 Milliarden Euro Gewinn ein
Die Chip-Krise hat das Ergebnis des deutschen Autoriesen im ersten Halbjahr kaum beeinflusst.
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Zu Lasten der Netze
Bis 2030 soll der gesamte heimische Strom grün sein. Ob bis dahin auch die Leitungen stark genug sind, ist jedoch unklar.

ehr als 280 Tage vergingen.
Vom Gesetzesentwurf bis
zum tatsächlichen Gesetz.

Vergangenen Mittwoch war es dann
soweit, das Erneuerbaren-Ausbau-Ge-
setz (EAG) wurde im Nationalrat be-
schlossen. Eine rekordverdächtig lan-
ge Zeit, die sich die Verantwortlichen
bei der Umsetzung aber nicht mehr
leisten können. Denn das Ziel, den
heimischen Strom bis 2030 aus-
schließlich aus Sonne, Wind und
Wasser zu erzeugen, ist ambitioniert.

Der Stromversorger Austrian Pow-
er Grid (APG) steuert und verantwor-
tet das überregionale Stromtransport-
netz. Das EAG sei nur der eine Teil,
um die Stromversorgung umzustel-
len, sagt APG-Vorstand Gerhard
Christiner. Um das Ziel zu erreichen,
müssen gleichzeitig auch Netz- und
Speicherkapazitäten erhöht werden.
„Nur dann sehen wir die Sicherheit
im Stromsystem im Sinne des Wirt-
schaftsstandorts Österreich nachhal-
tig gewährleistet“, sagt er. Christiner
betont daher: „Der notwendige Um-
bau des Stromsystems ist eine Mam-
mutaufgabe.“

Die Energie, die produziert wird,
muss auch erfolgreich gemanagt wer-
den. Dafür fehlt es jedoch in der

M
Grundausstattung. Mehr Umspann-
werke, stärke Stromnetze und das
Vertrauen der Bevölkerung sind not-
wendig.

21 Jahre für den Bau
der Salzburger Freileitung

Christiner verweist auf den Ausbau
der Freileitung in Salzburg, wo Ein-
sprüche der Anrainer den Bau verzö-
gerten. Sie forderten unterirdische
Verkabelungen, um das Landschafts-
bild zu schützen. Die Planungen be-
gannen 2005, 2026 werden sie in Be-
trieb gehen. 21 Jahre sind dann ver-
gangen. „Das Entscheidende ist die
Beschleunigung von Genehmigungs-
verfahren bei energiewirtschaftlichen
Anlagen. Nur wenn die Verfahrensge-
schwindigkeit schneller wird, können

die Ziele bis 2030 erreicht werden.“
Doch das wird nicht einfach. Die Ak-
zeptanz der Bevölkerung, wenn etwa
ein Windrad gebaut wird, sei nicht
mehr so hoch, wie noch vor ein paar
Jahren. Auch die Ladesäulen für E-
Autos werden deutlich steigen, um
den Bedarf zu decken. Das werde
nicht immer zur Freude der Anrainer
sein. Zuständig ist dann nicht der
Bund, sondern lokale Ebenen.

Nicht zu unterschätzen sind auch
die Kosten der Stromwende. „Die ak-
tuelle Netzinvestitionsplanung der
APG in Höhe von 3,1 Milliarden Euro
ist nicht die finale Antwort auf das
EAG.“ Es werden ein paar dutzend
Milliarden Euro investiert werden
müssen. In die Hochgeschwindig-
keitsinfrastruktur der Bahn, in die

Von Bernd Vasari Umstellung der mit Diesel betriebe-
nen Nebenbahnen, Wärmedämmung
in Gebäuden, Umstellung der Unter-
nehmen von Öl und Gas auf erneuer-
bare Energien, um ein paar Beispiele
zu nennen. Die gesamte Energiewen-
de in Österreich werde 50 bis 100
Milliarden Euro kosten.

Und dann wäre da noch die Gefahr
eines Blackouts, eines Stromausfalls.
Dazu kam es beinahe im Jänner. Der
kroatische Netzknoten fiel aus, das
führte zu unterschiedlichen Frequen-
zen in Nord-, als in Südeuropa. Sie
konnten im letzten Moment wieder
angeglichen werden.

Mit erneuerbaren Energien steht
das europäische Stromnetz vor neuen
Herausforderungen, denn Sonnen-
und Windkraft sind nicht immer ver-
fügbar und müssen gespeichert wer-
den. „Je mehr volatile Energie, desto
leistungsstärker muss die Strominf-
rastruktur sein“, sagt Christiner. Da-
für müssten aber noch Detailkonzep-
te erarbeitet werden.

Wie die Stromwende bis 2030 ge-
lingen soll, werde noch analysiert,
sagt er. Bis zum Netzentwicklungs-
plan 2022 werde es Antworten ge-
ben. Präsentiert wird dieser im No-
vember des nächsten Jahres. Dann
wird man wissen, ob die Ziele des
EAG erreicht werden können. �WZ-Gra�k; Quelle: APG Austrian Power Grid

Durchschnittlicher Wochenverbrauch von             2017 – 2019             2020, 2021
Wochenverbrauch in GWh (Gigawattstunde)

Stromverbrauch in Österreich
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1. Regierungsmaßnahmen

1.5. Ö�nung Handel, Friseure 

15.5. Ö�nung Gastronomie 

3.11. Teil-Lockdown

17.11. Lockdown

7.12. Teil-Lockdown
8.2. Teil-Lockdown

19.5. 1. Ö�nungsschritte
1.7. 2. Ö�nungsschritte

Mit dem Ausbau von erneuerbaren
Energien alleine ist es nicht getan.

Foto: getty images / Moment RF / Zhihao

In Österreich
wird die

Energiewende
50 bis 100
Milliarden

Euro kosten.
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Peking lässt Litauen einfach streichen
China. Die wirtschaftlichen Vergeltungsaktionen Pekings gegen den kleinen baltischen Staat wegen dessen Taiwan-Politik
hat eine neue Eskalationsstufe erreicht. Litauens Außenminister fordert nun Solidarität von der Europäischen Union.

Von unserem Korrespondenten
FABIAN KRETSCHMER

Peking. Ein vollständiger Handelsboykott gilt
unter Staaten als letztmögliche Eskalations-
stufe vor einem militärischen Konflikt.
Umso alarmierender sind die Berichte der li-
tauischen Regierung, dass ihr genau das wi-
derfahren ist: Die Volksrepublik China hat
den baltischen Staat von seinen Zollbehör-
den schlicht „streichen“ lassen. Seither kön-
nen die gegenseitig gehandelten Waren we-
der aus- noch eingeführt werden. Der bilate-
rale Handel zwischen Litauen und China ist
vollständig zum Erliegen gekommen. Auf in-
ternationaler Ebene ist dies ein Präzedenz-
fall sondergleichen.

Der Konflikt nahm seinen Ausgang, als
Taiwan Anfang November ein Vertretungs-
büro in Litauen unter eigener Landesbe-
zeichnung eröffnete. Chinas Staatsführung,
die gegenüber dem Inselstaat territorialen

Anspruch erhebt, wertete dies als Affront,
den sie zunächst politisch abstrafte: Man
zog den eigenen Botschafter aus Vilnius ab
und stufte später die diplomatischen Bezie-
hungen auf die sogenannte Geschäftsträger-
Ebene hinab.

In einer damals veröffentlichten Erklä-
rung des chinesischen Außenministeriums
hatte es geheißen, die Eröffnung einer offi-
ziellen Auslandsvertretung Taiwans sei ein
„äußerst ungeheuerlicher Akt“. Peking for-
derte, dass die litauische Seite „diese falsche
Entscheidung“ umgehend korrigiert.

Drohungen von Chinas-Staatspresse
Der drei-Millionen-Einwohner Staat Litauen
wusste zwar grundsätzlich, worauf er sich
beim Konflikt mit China einließ: Pekings
Staatsmedien hatten in den letzten Wochen
zunehmend vulgäre Drohungen ausgespro-
chen. Zuletzt schrieben sie, dass man die
Balten „wie eine Fliege zerquetschen“ kön-

ne. Doch dass die Volksrepublik den gesam-
ten Handel aussetzen könne, damit hat Li-
tauenmit Sicherheit nicht gerechnet.

Für die europäische Union stellt sich die
Frage, wie sie mit einem solchen Präzedenz-
fall umgehen soll. Denn in den vergangenen
Jahren trafen Pekings Rachemaßnahmen
bereits mindestens acht weitere Staaten. Als
Norwegen im Jahr 2010 den Menschen-
rechtler Liu Xiaobo den Friedensnobelpreis
verlieh, verhängte China ein Importverbot
gegen norwegischen Lachs. Und als Austra-
liens Regierung im vorigen Jahr eine Unter-
suchungskommission zu den Vertuschun-
gen zu Beginn der Pandemie in Wuhan for-
derte, setzte Peking die Kohlelieferungen
aus „down under“ aus.

„China verstößt damit gegen jede nur
denkbare Regel der Welthandelsorganisa-
tion, da es den Handel selektiv als strategi-
sche Erpressungswaffe einsetzt“, sagt Jakub
Janda, der die tschechische Denkfabrik

„European Values Center for Security Poli-
cy” leitet. Und weiter: „Wenn die Europäi-
sche Union ernst genommen werden will,
muss sie die kollektive wirtschaftliche Ver-
teidigung eines ihrer Mitgliedstaaten nach
dem Prinzip der Gegenseitigkeit sanktionie-
ren.“

Auch Litauens Außenminister Gabrieli-
us Landsbergis hat die EU nun um Solidari-
tät gebeten und dazu aufgefordert, in dem
Fall zu intervenieren. In einem Brief an den
europäischen Handelskommissar Valdis
Dombrovskis sowie EU-Außenbeauftragte
Josep Borrell vom Montag heißt es: „Ich
möchte Sie bitten, im Namen Litauens bei
den chinesischen Behörden zu intervenie-
ren, um die derzeitige Situation zu lösen.“

Doch ob dies passieren wird, ist fraglich
– nicht zuletzt aufgrund der zunehmenden
wirtschaftlichen Abhängigkeit von China.
Zudem ist der Fall durchaus komplexer gela-
gert, als es auf den ersten Blick den An-
schein erweckt. Jörg Wuttke, Präsident der
europäischen Handelskammer in Peking,
bezeichnet Pekings Vergeltungsmaßnahme
zwar „sehr bedauerlich“, sagt aber auch
klipp und klar: „Den Handel mit anderen
europäischenMitgliedstaaten wird das aller-
dings nicht betreffen. Die hatten schließlich
auch nichts zu sagen, als Taiwan ein Han-
delsbüro in Litauen eröffnet hatte.“ Anders
ausgedrückt: Litauen hatte sich seinen Streit
ohne Absprache mit der EU eingebrockt –
und nun müsse es die Suppe auch allein
auslöffeln.

Doch der Schaden für Vilnius ist tatsäch-
lich überschaubar. Litauens Exporte in die
Volksrepublik beliefen sich im Vorjahr auf
300 Millionen Euro, was weniger als ein Pro-
zent der gesamten Ausfuhren ausmacht. Da-
mit rangiert China unter den wichtigsten
Absatzmärkten gerade einmal auf dem 22.
Platz.

NACHRICHTEN

Rückschlag bei Übernahme von
Recticel durch Greiner
Bei der anvisierten Übernahme des börseno-
tierten belgischen Konkurrenten Recticel
durch den oberösterreichischen Kunst- und
Schaumstoffhersteller Greiner sind die Kar-
ten neu gemischt: Greiner bekommt die
Schaumstoffsparte nicht, die es wollte. Die
Mehrheit der belgischen Aktionäre votierte
für den Verkauf dieser Sparte an eine US-Fir-
ma. Greiner überlegt nun, ob es die geplante
Übernahme der Insulation-Sparte vorantrei-
ben oder das Aktienpaket verkaufen soll.

Netzbetreiber APGwill 3,5 Mrd.
Euro ins Stromnetz investieren
Der Stromnetzbetreiber Austrian Power
Grid (APG) will in den kommenden elf Jah-
ren, bis 2032, rund 3,5 Mrd. Euro in den Aus-
und Umbau der Netzinfrastruktur investie-
ren. Dies entspricht etwa 17 Prozent jener 18
Mrd. Euro, die die E-Wirtschaft binnen eines
Jahrzehnts in die Netze stecken will. Den
Netzentwicklungsplan 2021 der APG mit
insgesamt 46 Projekten, davon 14 neuen, hat
die Regulierungsbehörde E-Control geneh-
migt, so der Netzbetreiber amMontag.

Möbel werden teurer, Lieferung
dauert länger
Der deutsche Handelsverband Möbel und
Küchen warnt angesichts von Lieferengpäs-
sen vor steigenden Preisen und längeren
Wartezeiten. „Wenn die Warenknappheit
und die Lieferschwierigkeiten andauern,
kann es zu weiteren Preiserhöhungen kom-
men“, heißt es vom Verband. Bereits jetzt sei
eine durchschnittliche Preiserhöhung um
bis zu zehn Prozent zu sehen. Die Pandemie
wirkt sich auf die Rohstoffbeschaffung, Prei-
se und die Lieferfähigkeit vonWaren aus.

Nachschusspflicht bei
Commerzialbank noch offen
Zwei Personen bekämpfen die Nachschuss-
pflicht der rund 3000 Genossenschafter bei
der Commerzialbank Mattersburg vor Ge-
richt. Eine Entscheidung steht noch aus.
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„Was hat uns bloß so ruiniert“
lautet der Titel einer österreichi-
schen Filmkomödie. Betrachtet
man die sich rasant zuspitzende
Gesundheitskrise im Land, stellt
sich zwangsläufig die Frage, wie
eines der reichsten Länder der
Welt am Ende des zweiten Jahres
der Covid-19-Pandemie in eine so
dramatische Lage geraten konnte.
Im internationalen Vergleich
verfügen wir über eines der
besten Gesundheitssysteme. Das
effektivste Mittel zur Vermeidung
von schwereren Krankheitsver-
läufen steht mit der Impfung seit
Monaten im Überfluss zur Verfü-
gung. Dennoch stehen zum ersten
Mal seit dem Ausbruch der
Pandemie harte Triage-Entschei-
dungen durch medizinisches
Personal im Raum. Sie ist bedingt
durch die hohen Infektionszahlen
der letzten Tage und Wochen,
wohl nur noch eine Frage der
Zeit. Die aktuelle Situation lässt
sich größtenteils auf Versäumnis-
se im Sommer und Frühherbst
zurückführen. Jährlich grüßt das

Murmeltier, könnte man meinen.
Österreichs politisches System ist
offenkundig anfällig für die
Wiederholung von Fehlern. Die
gelebte österreichische Praxis im
Umgang mit dem Föderalismus
kann diese Beharrungskräfte zu
einem Gutteil
erklären. Kann
man mit etwas
gutem Willen
die verfas-
sungsrechtli-
che Ausgestal-
tung der
Kompetenzzu-
ordnung mit
den gängigen
ökonomischen
Theorien zur
optimalen Ausgestaltung eines
föderalen Staatensystems noch in
Einklang bringen, so weicht der
real gelebte Föderalismus hiervon
doch relativ deutlich ab. Das
politische System funktioniert
nach dem „good cop, bad cop“-
Prinzip. Für vermeintlich unpopu-
läre politische Maßnahmen ist der

Bund zuständig, während die
Landesebene gute Stimmung
verbreiten möchte. Da passt es
nicht ins Bild, wenn einzelne
Bundesländer kritisiert und zur
Umsetzung von wenig populären
Maßnahmen aufgefordert werden.

Spezifische
und regional
begrenzte
Verschärfun-
gen werden als
politisches
Schuldeinge-
ständnis
gewertet und
sind somit
abzulehnen.
Um es mit den
Worten des

damaligen deutschen Bundestags-
präsidenten Wolfgang Schäuble
aus einem Vortrag vom November
2018 an der Universität Freiburg
zu sagen: „Auch unter überzeug-
testen Föderalisten ist die parado-
xe Neigung verbreitet, sobald ein
Problem groß genug geworden ist,
auf bundeseinheitliche Regelun-

gen zu setzen – bei Bürgern und
Politikern gleichermaßen.“ In
Situationen, in denen der Bund
auch nur bedingt handlungswillig
ist, stößt das österreichische
politische System an seine Gren-
zen. Ohne den bad cop geht die
„natürliche“ Balance verloren. Als
Konsequenz wird nach Einschät-
zung der überwiegenden Mehr-
heit der facheinschlägigen Exper-
tinnen und Experten zu zögerlich
und halbherzig auf die vierte
Covid-19-Welle reagiert, mit
möglicherweise fatalen Folgen.
Wien zeigt, dass einzelne Bundes-
länder durchaus Maßnahmen
setzen können, wenn der politi-
sche Wille vorhanden ist. Eine
Garantie für effektives und
evidenzbasiertes Handeln gibt es
jedoch nicht. Die Verfassungs-
wirklichkeit ermöglicht einen zu
großen politischen Handlungs-
spielraum. Wie wir diesen be-
grenzen und damit zu einem
effizienteren Krisenmanagement
übergehen können, gilt es gesell-
schaftlich zu diskutieren.

Schönwetter-Föderalismus

So eine Wirtschaft
von Harald Oberhofer

Der Autor ist Professor für
Volkswirtschaftslehre an der
Wirtschaftsuniversität (WU)
Wien.

Jeden Freitag lesen Sie an
dieser Stelle den Kommentar
eines Wirtschaftsexperten.

Österreichs
politisches System ist
offenkundig anfällig
für die Wiederholung

von Fehlern.

n den kommenden zehn Jah-
ren investiert der Stromnetz-
betreiber Austrian Power Grid

(APG) 3,5 Milliarden Euro in das
Gelingen der Energiewende. Al-
lein heuer wurden bereits 360
Millionen Euro investiert. Laut ei-
ner Studie des Economica Insti-
tuts für Wirtschaftsforschung lö-
sen diese Investitionen unmittel-
bare volkswirtschaftliche Effekte
aus.

So werden über 28.000 Be-
schäftigungsverhältnisse unmit-
telbar und mittelbar geschaffen.
Das entspreche der Beschäftigung
aller in der Stadt Bregenz leben-
den Menschen für ein Jahr. Ge-
schaffen wird zudem eine Brutto-
wertschöpfung von rund 2,1 Milli-
arden Euro. Am meisten profitie-
ren davon die Bundeshauptstadt
Wien und die beiden Industrie-
Bundesländern Oberösterreich

I und die Steiermark. Sowohl im
Auftragswert als auch bei der Be-
schäftigungswirkung verteilen
sich die Investitionen auf eine
breite Branchenpalette. Vor allem
in Bauinstallations- und sonstige
Ausbauarbeiten, elektrische Aus-
rüstungen sowie Dienstleistungen
von Architektur- und Ingenieur-
büros würden profitieren. Knapp
70 Prozent der Investitionsausga-
ben werden direkt inlandswirk-
sam.

„Verfahren beschleunigen“
Die größten Netzaus- und -umbau-
projekte waren zuletzt die Salz-
burgleitung, die Weinviertellei-
tung und die Erneuerung des Um-
spannwerks Villach. 357 Millio-
nen Euro flossen in diese drei
Projekte, die rund 3.200 Beschäf-
tigungsverhältnisse sicherten.
Durch den enormen Personalein-

satz der kommenden Projekte ent-
stehen in den nächsten zehn Jah-
ren auch große fiskalische Effekte
von knapp einer Milliarde Euro.

Sie verteilen sich auf allen ge-
bietskörperschaftlichen Ebenen.
Mit knapp 600 Millionen Euro
fließen die Mittel überwiegend an
den Bund, die Länder und die di-
rekt vom Leitungsausbau betrof-
fenen Gemeinden. „Um diese fis-
kalischen Effekte tatsächlich aus-
zulösen, sind die Projekte im vor-
gesehenen Zeitplan umzusetzen,“
sagt dazu Economica-Leiter Chris-
tian Helmenstein.

Thomas Karall, kaufmänni-
scher Vorstand der APG, ergänzt:
„Ganz besonders wichtig, ist die
Genehmigungsverfahren nachhal-
tig zu beschleunigen und für das
Stromsystem der Zukunft einen
gesamtsystemischen Planungsan-
satz umzusetzen.“ � (vasa)

Geldstrom
Studie: 2,1 Milliarden Euro Bruttowertschöpfung in den

nächsten zehn Jahren durch den APG-Ausbau des Stromnetzes.

28.000 Beschäftigungsverhältnisse
werden durch den Ausbau geschaffen.
Foto: Wiener Netze / Manfred Tucherl

Einbruch bei Autoverkäufen. Die
Pkw-Neuzulassungen sind im Ok-
tober europaweit eingebrochen –
um 30,3 Prozent auf 665.001 Au-
tos, wie der europäische Herstel-
lerverband Acea am Donnerstag
mitteilte. Besonders stark fiel der
Einbruch in Österreich aus, wo
das Minus mit 39,2 Prozent deut-
lich über dem EU-Schnitt lag. Das
ist in Kombination mit den Liefer-
engpässen bei Rohstoffen und
Chips kein gutes Zeichen für Ös-
terreichs Industrie. Die heimi-
schen Autozulieferer beschäftigen
über 80.000 Menschen in mehr
als 900 Unternehmen. Die Export-
quote beträgt rund 90 Prozent,
der Anteil der Autozulieferindust-
rie an der Wertschöpfung der ös-
terreichischen Sachgütererzeu-
gung liegt bei zehn Prozent.

Gurkerl für Italien. Die tschechi-
sche Gurkerl.at-Mutterfirma Roh-
lik startet im ersten Halbjahr
2022 den Online-Lebensmittellie-
ferdienst Sezamo in Mailand und
Bukarest und in der zweiten Jah-
reshälfte dann in Madrid. Im
kommenden Jahr ist die Rohlik-
Gruppe damit in sieben Ländern
– Tschechien, Ungarn, Österreich,
Deutschland, Italien, Spanien und
Rumänien – mit ihrem Online-
Lieferdienst tätig. Rohlik startete
im Dezember 2020 den Online-
Supermarkt gurkerl.at in Wien
und Umgebung. Neben Wien lie-
fert der Online-Supermarkt unter
anderem nach Korneuburg, Klos-
terneuburg, Schwechat, Mödling
und Baden.

Evergrande verkauft Assets. Der
massiv angeschlagene Immobili-
enriese Evergrande will sich mit
dem Verkauf von Konzernteilen
Luft verschaffen. Um seine Schul-
denlast zu verringern, verkauft
das chinesische Unternehmen für
rund 274 Millionen Dollar (242
Millionen Euro) seine Anteile am
Film- und Fernseh-Streaming-Un-
ternehmen HengTen Network. Da-
bei nimmt Evergrande sogar ei-
nen Verlust in Kauf. Der Immobi-
lienentwickler hat Schulden von
über 300 Milliarden Dollar und
hat zuletzt mehrfach Fristen für
die Zahlung von Anleihezinsen
gerissen. Die Ratingagentur S&P
warnt vor großen Ausfallrisiken.

Kurz notiert

Börsen in der Europäischen Uni-
on (EU) sollen nach einem EU-
Entwurf künftig Daten zu Han-
delstransaktionen für ein europa-
weites Vergleichsregister bereit-
stellen. Ein solches „Consolidated
Tape“ genanntes System soll un-
ter anderem Investoren in die La-
ge versetzen, die für sie günstigs-
ten Deals zu erkennen und zu
mehr Transparenz im Börsenhan-
del führen, wie aus einem Ent-
wurfspapier hervorgeht.

Auf diesem System sollen euro-
paweit Handelsdaten erfasst wer-
den. Der Vorschlag ist Teil eines
kommende Woche erwarteten Re-
formpakets der EU-Kommission,
mit dem die Kapitalmärkte in der
EU nach dem Brexit gestärkt wer-
den sollen.

Keine
Vergleichsmöglichkeiten

Banken, Vermögensverwalter und
andere Investoren haben bisher
keine klaren Vergleichsmöglich-
keiten, wenn ein und dasselbe
Wertpapier auf den verschiedens-
ten Handelsplätzen in der Länder-
gemeinschaft gehandelt wird.

Laut dem Dokument sollen
Börsen dazu verpflichtet werden,
zu einem EU-weiten Register für
Aktien und Anleihen gegen eine
angemessene Vergütung beizutra-
gen. Alle Quellen von Marktdaten
müssten standardisierte Kernda-
ten für Sammelstellen verfügbar
machen, hieß es in dem Doku-
ment. Börsen würden dabei Min-
desteinnahmen für die Bereitstel-
lung von Kursdaten garantiert.

Das Thema spielt auch in der
Diskussion um umstrittene Ver-
gütungssysteme bei Online-Bro-
kern – das sogenannte „Payment
for Order Flow“ (PFOF) – eine
wichtige Rolle. Bei dieser Praxis
werden Kundenaufträge an be-
stimmte Handelsplätze vermittelt,
die Broker erhalten dafür eine
Vergütung. Kritisiert wird an
PFOF, dass die Aufträge womög-
lich dahin gehen, wo den Brokern
die höchsten Zahlungen garan-
tiert werden und nicht dorthin,
wo es die besten Kurse für die
Kunden gibt. � (reuters)

EU will mehr
Transparenz im
Börsenhandel

Austausch alter Fliegerwarnkugeln auf einer Hochspannungsleitung der Austrian Power Grid. [ foto_christian@mac.com ]
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Neuer Paketrekord im
ersten Halbjahr 2021
Wie aus dem aktuellen RTR
Post Monitor für das 2. Quartal
hervorgeht, wurden im ersten
Halbjahr 2021 in Österreich
rund 150 Millionen Pakete zu-
gestellt. Verglichen mit dem
gleichen Zeitraum im Vorjahr
sind das um 34 Millionen Pa-
kete oder rund 30 Prozent
mehr. Aus der EU und aus dem
EU-Ausland wuchsen die Sen-
dungen sogar um 50 Prozent,
von 12,8 Mio. auf 38,5 Mio. Pa-
kete. Die enorme Steigerung
zeige, wie sehr man sich in Ös-
terreich bereits an Einkäufe per
Mausklick gewöhnt habe, kom-
mentiert Klaus M. Steinmaurer,
Geschäftsführer der RTR für
den Fachbereich Telekommu-
nikation und Post.

Lagermax kooperiert
mit Night Star Express
Die österreichische Lagermax
AED arbeitet ab dem 1. Jänner
2022 mit dem nordrhein-west-
fälischen Nachtexpress-Zustel-
ler Night Star Express zusam-
men. Night Star Express bietet
seinen Service bereits in
Deutschland, der Schweiz und
den Benelux-Ländern an. La-
germax soll zunächst den öster-
reichweiten Versand überneh-
men. Die Ablage der Sendun-
gen erfolgt in vorab vereinbar-
ten Depots, außerdem bieten
beide Unternehmen ihren Kun-
den ein Track-&-Trace-Service
inklusive Übertragung von
GPS-Koordinaten.

DHL Air Austria zum
erstenMal abgehoben
Die neu gegründete Cargo-
Fluglinie DHL Air Austria hat
am Montag ihren Jungfernflug
absolviert. Die neue Frachtflug-
linie wird künftig mit achtzehn
Flugzeugen des Typs Boeing
757 und 176 Piloten europäi-
sche Frachtflüge abwickeln. Ih-
ren Hauptsitz hat sie am Flug-
hafen Wien, wo 54 Arbeitsplät-
ze entstanden sind.
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AUF EINEN BLICK

Der Grad der Versorgungssicherheit
mit Strom beträgt in Österreich
99,99 Prozent. Laut Störstatistik der
E-Control Austria betrug im Vorjahr die
kundenbezogene Nichtverfügbarkeit für
Österreich lediglich 40,07 Minuten, davon
13,50 Minuten geplante und 26,57
Minuten ungeplante Versorgungsunter-
brechungen. Laut einer Studie der
Johannes-Kepler-Universität Linz
verursacht jede Stunde ohne Strom
92 Millionen Euro Schaden für die
heimische Volkswirtschaft.

Eine Frage
der Balance

Infrastruktur. Um die Stromversorgung zu gewährleisten, muss das Netz permanent gesteuert,
gewartet und ausgebaut werden. Ein Blackout käme die Volkswirtschaft teuer zu stehen.

VON CHRISTIAN LENOBLE

Es war ein spektakulärer
Hubschrauber-Einsatz, der
von Pilot, Bodenkoordina-

tor, Flughelfer und Leitungsmon-
teuren des Helikopterunterneh-
mens Heli Austria Anfang Oktober
erledigt wurde. Der Auftrag: Aus-
tausch von in die Jahre gekomme-
nen Fliegerwarnkugeln auf einer
bis zu 60 Meter hoch liegenden
Starkstromleitung der Austrian
Power Grid (APG). Die knalloran-
gen Kunststoffkugeln machen Lei-
tungen sichtbar, die von Flugrou-
ten von Helikoptern, Sportfliegern
oder Paragleitern gekreuzt wer-
den. „Alle 20 Jahre müssen die
Warnballons ersetzt werden, weil
ihre Signalfarbe verblasst“, erklärt
Philipp Bader die Notwendigkeit
der Instandhaltungsmaßnahme.
In seiner Funktion als Techniker
am APG-Standort Ernsthofen hat
Bader mit seinem Team die Ar-
beiten im Vorfeld vier Monate
lang geplant und mit Partnern wie
der Polizei, der Asfinag oder den
ÖBB koordiniert.

Hoher Investitionsbedarf
Die präzise Planung war unter an-
derem deshalb notwendig, weil für
den Kugeltausch eine wichtige
Versorgungsleitung temporär ab-
geschaltet werden musste. Der
Leitungsabschnitt zwischen den
Umspannwerken in Dürnrohr und
Kronstorf ist Teil einer bedeutsa-
men Ost-West-Verbindung im
APG-Netz. Er dient dazu, Wind-
energie aus dem Weinviertel oder
von der Pannonischen Platte im
Burgenland bei Bedarf in ganz Ös-
terreich zu verteilen. Überschüssi-
ger Windstrom kann über diese
Leitung außerdem zu den Spei-
cherkraftwerken in den Alpen
transportiert werden.

„APG investiert in den kom-
menden zehn Jahren rund
3,5 Milliarden Euro in die Netzin-
frastruktur, um den Herausforde-
rungen einer sicheren Stromver-
sorgung und der Energiewende
gerecht zu werden“, sagt APG-Un-
ternehmenssprecher Christoph
Schuh und kommt damit auf
einen heiklen Punkt der Versor-
gungssicherheit zu sprechen.
Durch die zunehmende Einspei-
sung von volatilem Wind- und
Sonnenstrom wird es immer
schwieriger, das Gleichgewicht im
Netz zu halten. Eine logistische
Herkulesaufgabe. Elektrische
Energie hat nämlich die physikali-
sche Eigenschaft, dass sie nicht
auf Vorrat hergestellt werden
kann. Erzeugung und Verbrauch
müssen zu jedem Zeitpunkt
gleich groß sein. Netzbetreiber
haben in diesem Sinne für eine

ständige Regelung der Frequenz
zu sorgen. Gelingt das nicht,
droht in Österreich das Licht aus-
zugehen.

Blackout-Vorkehrungen
Die Gefahr eines flächendecken-
den Strom-, Infrastruktur- und
Versorgungsausfalls mit dramati-
schen Konsequenzen halten Si-
cherheitsexperten wie General-
major Johann Frank, Leiter des
Instituts für Friedenssicherung
und Konfliktmanagement an der
Landesverteidigungsakademie in
Wien, für durchaus realistisch.
„Österreich ist bereits mehrfach,
zuletzt am 9. Jänner 2021, an
einem Blackout knapp vorbeige-
schrammt.“ Zu den zunehmen-
den Bedrohungen, die zum Anlass
eines Blackouts werden können,
zählen Experten wie Frank neben
Cyberattacken und Terrorangrif-
fen auch die Netzinstabilität auf-
grund der immer dezentraleren
Stromversorgung.

„Um auf den nicht ausschließ-
baren Ernstfall eines überregiona-
len und längerfristigen Stromaus-
falls möglichst gut reagieren zu
können, wird der Umgang mit
einem Worst-Case-Szenario regel-
mäßig von Teams der Verteiler-
netzbetreiber im Zuge von Kata-

strophensimulationen geübt“, er-
zählt Johannes Zimmerberger,
Geschäftsführer des Strom- und
Gasnetzbetreibers Linz Netz. Um
ein sich anbahnendes Blackout
möglichst rasch zu erkennen,
wurde zudem ein österreichweites
Warnsystem installiert, das Austri-
an Awareness System (AAS), das
die Netzbetreiber über den Netz-
zustand in den Nachbarregionen
informiert.

Prämisse Netzausbau
„Bricht das Stromnetz trotz aller
Vorkehrungen zusammen, muss
versucht werden, es so schnell wie
möglich wiederaufzubauen. Für
einen sogenannten Schwarzstart

ist ein leistungsfähiges Kraftwerk
erforderlich, das ohne fremde Hil-
fe in Betrieb genommen werden
kann“, erläutert Zimmerberger.
Ein Windpark eignet sich dafür
nicht. Was es braucht, ist entweder
ein Wasserkraftwerk oder eine
Gasturbine. Bei Linz Netz kann
das Fernheiz-Kraftwerk Linz Süd
diese Rolle übernehmen. Auf den
Schwarzstart würde im nächsten
Schritt der Aufbau einer Netzinsel
durch Weiterschalten der Span-
nung zu weiteren Umspannwer-
ken erfolgen.

Einig sind sich die Fachleute,
dass die Herausforderungen nur
mit leistungsfähigen Übertra-
gungs- und Verteilernetzen ge-
meistert werden können. „Der
letzte Störfall hat gezeigt, dass die
Sicherheitsvorkehrungen schnell
und zuverlässig wirken, aber
auch, dass es Versorgungssicher-
heit nicht zum Nulltarif gibt“, sagt
Michael Strugl, Präsident der In-
teressenvertretung Oesterreichs
Energie. Weitere erhebliche Inves-
titionen in den nationalen und eu-
ropäischen Netzausbau, in Spei-
cherkapazitäten, systemische Kraft-
werkskapazitäten und zusätzliche
Flexibilitätsoptionen für den Kri-
senfall hält Strugl für unverzicht-
bar.
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Umspannwerk vollständig unter Strom
Arbeiten für umstrittenes UW Villach Süd abgeschlossen, Investition: 80 Millionen Euro.

spannungsstromnetz anzubin-
den. Vom neuen Umspannwerk
führt eine neu errichtete 110-
kV-Doppelleitung der KNG
zum Umspannwerk Landskron.
Auch die bestehende 110-kV-
Leitung von Villach nach Her-
magor wurde in das neue Um-
spannwerk eingebunden.Hoch-
gefahren wurde letztlich mit ei-
nem Generator im nahegelege-
nen Kraftwerk Rosegg.
Die APG investierte 30 Mil-

lionen, die KNG 50 Millionen
Euro. Das Projekt gilt in Anbe-
tracht der Infineon-Expansion
als zentral.

imGroßraumVillachunddamit
auch im gesamten Bundesland
Kärnten“, sagen die Projektlei-
ter Gernot Kowatsch (Kärnten
Netz GmbH KNG) und Wolf-
gang Ranninger (Austrian
Power Grid APG). Die Bauzeit
betrug ab Spatenstich im
Herbst 2018 zweieinhalb Jahre,
zwischenzeitliche, coronabe-
dingte Verzögerungen konnten
aufgeholt werden. Zuletzt wur-
den Ende Februar an nur einem
Wochenende zeitgleich zwei
neue, 45 Meter hoheMasten er-
richtet, um das Umspannwerk
an das österreichweite Höchst-

sowie einer zwölf Kilometer
langen Trasse von Landskron
bis Fürnitz. DieVerlegung einer
110-kV-Leitung zogmassive und
jahrelange Bürgerproteste nach
sich. 2005 starteten die Planun-
gen, 2017 gab der VwGH grünes
Licht. Ab 2018 wurde gebaut,
nun sind Bauarbeiten und
Überprüfungen abgeschlossen.
„Die Inbetriebnahme ist ein

Meilenstein für die Kärntner
Stromversorgung, das Um-
spannwerk Villach Süd und die
neue 110-kV-Verbindung zum
UmspannwerkLandskronerhö-
hen die Versorgungssicherheit

Von Eva Maria Scharf

Das Projekt schreibt Ge-
schichte und zählt zu den
umstrittensten in der Re-

gion Villach. Seit gestern steht
das neue Umspannwerk (UW)
Villach Süd vollständig unter
Spannung. 80 Millionen Euro
wurden in den Ausbau des
Stromnetzes im Großraum Vil-
lach investiert. Das Projekt, das
für eine flächendeckende
Stromversorgung imGroßraum
aus Sicht der Kärnten Netz un-
verzichtbar ist, besteht aus ei-
nem Umspannwerk bei Fürnitz

2005 starteten die Planungen,
erst 2018 konnte nach Bürgerpro-
testenmit dem Bau begonnen
werden. Nun sind Arbeiten an
Werk und Leitung finalisiert KNG (4)
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ATX 3745,00 (+1,28%) Euro/Dollar 1,1287 (–0,04%) Gold ($/Unze) 1778,50 (–0,25%) Dow Jones (Eröffnung) 34.920,90 (+0,99%)➚ ➘ ➘ ➚

Sporthandel: Intersport-Chef
Thorsten Schmitz warnt vor
„Einkaufstourismus“ »Seite 9

„Ich bin nicht sehr
hoffnungsfroh, dass wir
nach der Coronakrise eine
andereEntwicklung sehen

werden.“
❚ Bernhard Binder-Hammer,
Akademie der Wissenschaften

,,

Foto: colourbox

Einkommen in der
KrrKrise: „Die Jungen
zahlen die Zeche“
Eine Studie zeigttgt, dass die Jungen die
Verlierer der Finanzkrise waren. Auch
bei Corona dürfttfte es ähnlich aussehen.

WIEN. Die Folgen der Finanzkrise
habendie Realeinkommender 20-
bis 39-Jährigen stagnieren oder
sogar schrumpfen lassen, wäh-
rend die Generation 60plus Ein-
kommenszuwächse verzeichnen
konnte.Das ist dasHauptergebnis
einer Studie der Österreichischen
AkademiederWissenschaften,die
gestern veröffentlicht wurde.

Dieses Ergebnis gilt nicht nur
für Österreich, die Forscher der
Akademie haben neun europäi-
sche Länder untersucht. Beson-
ders krass ist die Situation in den
südlichenLändernSpanien, Italien
und Griechenland, aber auch in
Österreich traf es vor allem die
jüngere Generation.

„Die Jungen zahlen die Zeche.
Wenn Unternehmen in Schwierig-
keitengeraten, ist es einfacher, die
Einstiegsgehälter gleich zu halten
oder sogar zu senken“, sagt Bern-
hard Binder-Hammer, einer der
Studienautoren vom Institut für
Demographie an der Akademie

der Wissenschaften. Ältere seien
davon weniger betroffen. Die
Transfereinkommen, sprich die
Pensionen, werden von der gene-
rellen Einkommensentwicklung
kaum tangiert.

In Österreich haben in den un-
tersuchten Jahren 2008 bis 2017
die Einkommensowohlder20- bis
39-Jährigen als auch der 40- bis
59-Jährigen stagniert, während
jene der über 60-Jährigen um elf
Prozent stiegen. EineähnlicheEnt-
wicklung gab es in Frankreich und
Slowenien. In Schweden hingegen
haben die 20- bis 39-Jährigen um
vier Prozent mehr verdient, die
beiden älteren Altersgruppen be-
kamen aber um 16 bzw. 14 Pro-
zent mehr. Besonders eklatant
war die Entwicklung in Italien.
Dort sanken die Einkommen der
20-bis39-Jährigenum17Prozent,
jene der Generation 60plus stie-
gen um vier Prozent.

Nach der Coronakrise hat sich
dieWirtschaft in denmeisten Län-

sagt der Demograf. UmmehrAus-
gleich zwischen Alt und Jung
schaffen zu können, müssten die
Pensionen stärker andie allgemei-
ne Einkommensentwicklung ge-
koppeltwerden.AuchderArbeits-
markt sollte flexibler gestaltet
werden, etwa durch flachere Ge-
haltskurven. „Derzeit ist der An-
reiz groß, ältere und damit teure
Arbeitnehmer so schnell wiemög-
lich in Pension zu schicken“, sagt
Binder-Hammer.

Wegen der schwierigen Situati-
on der Jüngeren sehen die For-
scher auch langfristige Auswir-
kungen auf die Gesellschaft. Dies
sei genau die Lebensphase, in der
Familien gegründet und Eigenhei-
me erworben werden. Wegen der
stark gestiegenen Immobilien-
preise bei stagnierenden Einkom-
men dieser Altersgruppe werde
beides immer schwieriger. „Die
Kaufkraft der Jüngeren ist in die-
sen Jahren deutlich gesunken“,
sagt Binder-Hammer. (hn)

dern überraschend stark und
schnell erholt. Binder-Hammer
sieht darin aber noch keinen
Grund, Entwarnung zu geben.
„Krisen haben langwierige Folgen.
Denken Sie nur an die wenigen In-
solvenzen, die es in den vergange-
nen Monaten gab. Ich bin da nicht
sonderlichhoffnungsfroh,dass es
nach dieser Krise anders wird“,

KOMMENTAR

VON
DIETMAR MASCHER

d.mascher@nachrichten.at

Schaumstoffwald

D ieKremsmünstererGreiner
Gruppe musste bei ihren
Expansionsplänen in Bel-

gien eine Niederlage einstecken.
Genau jene Schaumstoff-Sparte,
die dasZiel bei der geplantenÜber-
nahme von Recticel in Belgien ge-
wesen wäre, wird nun an einen US-
Konkurrenten verkauft. Greiner
könnte Recticel nun ohne Schaum-

Europa macht sich wieder
einmal kleiner, als es ist

stoff-Sparteübernehmenodersich
aus dem Engagement in Belgien
wieder zurückziehen. Letzteres ist
wahrscheinlicher.

Solche Dinge kommen im Wirt-
schaftsleben vor. Bemerkenswert
ist allerdingsdieRollederEU-Kom-
mission. Diese hat die Übernahme
durchGreiner ineinererstenPhase
unterbunden. Aus Wettbewerbs-
gründen.

Dass Greiner mit Recticel in Eu-
ropa dominant geworden wäre,
mag sein.Waszählt, ist aber der in-
ternationaleMarkt, wo die Asiaten
und Amerikaner bereits große
SpieleramStarthaben.UndEuropa
macht sich selbst kleiner, als es ist.
Da hat jemand vor lauter Bäumen
den Wald nicht mehr gesehen. Es
ist nicht das erste Mal, dass hier
Chancen vergeben werden.

3,5
Milliarden Euro will der Netzbetrei-
ber Austrian Power Grid bis 2032 in
den Ausbau des Hochspannungs-
netzes in Österreich investieren.

ZAHL DES TAGES

Greiner bekommt Recticel-Schaumstoffsparte in Belgien nicht
Die Belgier verkaufen den Firmenteil an den US-Konkurrenten Carpenter – „Die Karten sind jetzt neu gemischt“
KREMSMÜNSTER. Den Plan, den bel-
gischen Konkurrenten Recticel zu
übernehmen und damit zu einem
weltweitenSpieler fürSchaumstoff
aufzusteigen, kann die Krems-
münsterer Greiner Gruppe in die-
ser Form nicht umsetzen.

Die Mehrheit der Aktionäre in
Belgienhat sichdafür entschieden,
die Schaumstoff-Sparte an den US-
Konkurrenten Carpenter zu ver-
kaufen. Damit wäre es für Greiner
zwar jetzt aus kartellrechtlichen
Gründen einfacher, Recticel zu
übernehmen. Aber der Kern des

angestrebten Geschäfts ist dann
nicht mehr vorhanden. Greiner-
Vorstandschef Axel Kühner findet
das „schade“. Aber jetzt würden
die Karten neu gemischt.

Wieberichtet,hatGreiner27Pro-
zent an Recticel erworben und den
Aktionären angeboten, die Mehr-
heit zu übernehmen. Die Recticel-
Geschäftsführung lehnte das ab
und zauberte Carpenter als Käufer
der Teil-Sparte aus dem Hut. Dazu
kam, dass die Wettbewerbshüter
der EU den Oberösterreichern kei-
ne Genehmigung in einer ersten

desErgebnisses vor SteuerundAb-
schreibungen (Ebitda) vergleichs-
weise günstig war und Recticel auf
dem Markt für Baustoffdämmun-
gen vielversprechend sei.

Die andere Variante ist ein Aus-
stieg bei Recticel, was rechtlich
keinProblemseiundbeim jetzigen
KurseinenGewinnverspräche.Am
Ausbau der Schaumstoffsparte,
neben Verpackung und Medizin-
produkte das Kerngeschäft, werde
Greiner dennoch festhalten. Frag-
lich sei nur, in welcher Form, sagt
Kühner. (dm)

PhasedesVerfahrens erteilenwoll-
ten, sondern eine vertiefte Prüfung
dieses Kaufs einleiteten. Das war
für Greiner auch ein Nachteil. Grei-
ner hatte stets versichert, die Be-
denken entkräften zu können.
Nicht zuletzt, weil Greiner auch
nachderÜbernahmeaufdemWelt-
markt keine dominierende Stel-
lung eingenommen hätte.

Jetzt werde man gut überlegen,
wie man weiter vorgehe, sagt Küh-
ner. Möglich sei, bei Recticel enga-
giert zubleiben,daderEinstiegmit
mit einem Preis vom Zehnfachen Greiner-Chef Axel Kühner Foto: Greiner

Hausbank & hausbanking
Bank, ganz nach Ihren Bedürfnissen. So wie Sie es gerade brauchen:
Individuell und persönlich oder einfach und praktisch. www.vb-ooe.at

Großgöttfritz hat die
höchste Bonität in NÖ
Großgöttfritz im Bezirk
Zwettl wird unter allen
573 niederösterreichi-
schen Gemeinden die
höchste Bonität zu-
erkannt; im bundeswei-
ten Vergleich der Kom-
munen ist sie die Viert-
beste. Dies ergibt eine
Studie des Zentrums für
Verwaltungsforschung
(KDZ). Untersucht wur-
den Ertragskraft, Eigenfi-
nanzierungskraft, Ver-
schuldung und finanziel-
le Leistungsfähigkeit.

* * *
Leyrer + Graf kann
Umsatz weiter steigern
Auch in dem von Corona
gebeutelten Geschäfts-
jahr 2020 ist Niederöster-
reichs größtes Bauunter-
nehmen, die Waldviertler
Firma Leyrer + Graf, auf
Wachstumskurs geblie-
ben. Laut dem Branchen-
magazin „Solid“ hat der
Betrieb mit Zentrale in
Gmünd im Vorjahr einen
Umsatz von 427 Millio-
nen Euro erwirtschaftet.
Das waren um 17 Millio-
nen Euro oder 4,2 Pro-
zent mehr als im Ver-
gleichszeitraum 2019.
Leyrer + Graf beschäftigt
rund 2.400Mitarbeiter.

MARTIN GEBHART
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Hoffen und Bangen bei der SPÖ
Konfrontationen. Franz Schnabl benötigt Lösung auf Bundesebene / Plakate gegen Sobotka

Nach dem Puls24-Inter-
view von Pamela Rendi-
Wagner, bei dem die SPÖ-
Bundesvorsitzende dem
burgenländischen Landes-
hauptmann Hans Peter
Doskozil ausrichtete, dass
er „unehrlich und inkonse-
quent“ sei, war Niederös-
terreichs Landesvorsitzen-
der Franz Schnabl einer
der wenigen, der sich nicht
dazu hinreißen hat lassen,
einen Kommentar zu der
Eskalation in seiner Partei
abzugeben. Intern musste
er ohnehin rund um die
Uhr Rede und Antwort ste-
hen, weil dieser innerpar-
teiliche Zwist genau jetzt
aufgebrochen ist, da er
durch die Gemeinden in
Niederösterreich tourt.

Schnabl ist hin- und
hergerissen. Kurz vor dem
Bundesparteitag hatte er
sich mit seiner Parteichefin
eigentlich ausgesöhnt.
Gegenüber dem KURIER
erklärte er damals, dass er

Kritik nur noch intern äu-
ßern wird. Jetzt, nach dem
verbalen Konflikt zwischen
Rendi-Wagner und Dosko-
zil hält er sich zurück, weil
er sich eigentlich mehr
dem Lager des burgenlän-
dischen Landeshauptman-
nes zugehörig fühlt. Zu-
letzt wollte er gemeinsam
mit Doskozil in Wiener
Neustadt die Asyl-Linie der
SPÖ erläutern. Wegen des
Konflikts mit der Bundes-
parteivorsitzenden fiel der
gemeinsame Auftritt vor
Medien dann aus.

Für den Landespartei-
vorsitzenden ist klar, dass
das Dilemma, in dem seine
Partei steckt, rasch gelöst
werden muss. Solche Kon-
flikte kann er im kommen-
den Jahr, wenn bereits in
Richtung Landtagswahl
2023 gearbeitet wird, nicht
gebrauchen. Da muss er
selbst darauf schauen, dass
seine Partei Geschlossen-
heit vermittelt – was gar
nicht so einfach ist, wenn
es um das Aufstellen der
Kandidaten für die Wahl
geht. Dazu kommt, dass
eine ungelöste SPÖ-Krise
seiner Partei den 2. Platz
im Land kosten könnte.

Schnabl weiß, dass der
Konflikt zwischen Rendi-
Wagner und Doskozil auch
in seiner Landespartei für
Bruchlinien sorgt. Und je
länger das ungelöst ist, des-
to deutlicher fallen diese
aus. Große Hoffnungen
setzt er deshalb in die in-
nerparteiliche Kraft von
Wiens SPÖ-Bürgermeister
Michael Ludwig.

* * *

Es ist eine etwas eigenarti-
ge Kampagne. Vor wenigen
Tagen tauchten Sujets auf,
auf denen der Vorsitzende
der Gewerkschaft vida, Ro-
man Hebenstreit, das 8.
Gebot „Du sollst nicht lü-
gen“ einfordert. Auf dem
Sujet ist auch noch ein Bild
von ÖVP-Nationalratsprä-
sidenten Wolfgang Sobot-
ka platziert. Mit seinem Zi-
tat über die Wahrheits-
pflicht im U-Ausschuss. So-
botka wird dabei nicht als
Nationalratspräsident, son-
dern als Ex-Bürgermeister
bezeichnet. Tatsächlich
war er vor seiner Politkar-
riere im Land und dann im
Bund Stadtchef in Waid-
hofen/Ybbs gewesen.

Warum gerade die vida
in diese politische Diskus-
sion im Rahmen des Ibiza-
U-Ausschusses einsteigt, ist
für viele Beobachter ein
Rätsel. Tatsächlich wurde
das Sujet kaum veröffent-
licht. Aufgefallen ist es nur
Menschen aus dem Most-
viertel, weil vida auch Pla-
kate anfertigen hat lassen,

die bei Bushaltestellen in
Waidhofen platziert wor-
den sind.

Wirklich beeindrucken
werden die wenigen Plaka-
te den Nationalratspräsi-
denten nicht. Der ist aus
seiner Zeit als Finanzrefe-
rent und Landeshaupt-
mannstellvertreter etwas
anderes gewohnt. Als der
Streit um den Verkauf der
Wohnbaugelder im Vorfeld
der Landtagswahlen 2013
am Höhepunkt war, hatte
die SPÖ-Landespartei
unter Obmann Sepp Leit-
ner und Landesgeschäfts-
führer Günter Steindl
ebenfalls Sobotka im gan-
zen Land plakatieren las-
sen. Mit dem Spruch: „I
sogs glei: I woars ned“ und
dem Hinweis, dass Gelder
verzockt worden sind.

Das Ergebnis: Die ÖVP
holte die absolute Mehr-
heit. Die SPÖ-Führung hin-
gegen musste nach Verlus-
ten abdanken. Und die Kri-
tik an den Wohnbaugel-
dern verschwand danach
in der Schublade.

Politische
Randnotizen

Akademie für Maturanten,
die eine Lehre machen

Duale Akademie. Neue Ausbildung soll den Fachkräftemangel lindern

VON MARTIN GEBHART

Bislang hat es solche Ein-
richtungen nur in Oberös-
terreich, Wien, Salzburg
und Vorarlberg gegeben.
Mit Herbst 2022 startet
nun auch in Niederöster-
reich eine sogenannte
„Duale Akademie“. Das ist
eine Ausbildungseinrich-
tung für Maturanten, die
sich für eine Lehre ent-
scheiden.

Die Wirtschaftskam-
mer, das Land, das AMS
und die Industriellenver-
einigung NÖ sind bei die-
sem Projekt mit an Bord.
Wirtschaftskammerpräsi-
dent Wolfgang Ecker: „Die
duale Ausbildung spielt im
Kampf gegen den Fachkräf-
temangel eine entschei-
dende Rolle. Derzeit ma-
chen rund 220 in Niederös-
terreich eine Lehre. Mit der
Dualen Akademie wollen
wir noch mehr AHS-Absol-
venten für dieses Ausbil-
dungsmodell gewinnen.“

In Niederösterreich ist
die Duale Akademie auf die
Lehrberufe Mechatronik.
Applikationsentwicklung/
Coding, Elektrotechnik
und Speditionskaufmann
ausgerichtet. Thomas
Salzer, Präsident der IV:
„Ziel muss es sein, für alle

Fachkräfte nach dem Lehr-
abschluss mit Matura eine
Höherqualifizierung und
Zusatzqualifikationen zu
realisieren und damit
einen Abschluss auf NQR
Level 5 zu ermöglichen.“

In der Ausbildung ist
auch ein Auslandsprakti-

kum enthalten. Außerdem
ist eine ergänzende Fach-
praxis nach der Lehrab-
schlussprüfung vorgese-
hen. AMS-Landesge-
schäftsführer Sven Hergo-
vich: „Jeder Schritt zu
mehr Bildungschancen ist
richtig undwichtig.“

Neusiedl an der Zaya. Wer
kann schon von sich be-
haupten, Namensgeber für
einen 300 Tonnen schwe-
ren Transformator zu sein?
Seit einigen Tagen Land-
tagspräsident Karl Wilfing
(ÖVP). Nach ihm wurde
der 380/110-kV-Trafo im
Umspannwerk Neusiedl an
der Zaya „Carlo“ benannt.

Der Trafo ist die direkte
Verbindung zwischen dem
regionalen Netz der EVN-
Tochter Netz NÖ und dem
überregionalen Netz der
APG (Austrian Power

Ein APG-Transformator
mit dem Namen „Carlo“

Grid). Zur Taufe hatten die
APG-Vorstände Gerhard
Christiner und Thomas Ka-
rall gemeinsam mit den
EVN-Vorständen Stefan
Szyskowitz und Franz Mit-

termayer geladen. Das
neue Umspannwerk soll
dann im Sommer 2022 ge-
meinsam mit der neuen
APG-Weinviertelleitung in
Betrieb gehen.

Ferienzeit. Seit Beginn der
Sommerferien steht Nie-
derösterreichs Familien
mit der digitalen nö. Lern-
werkstatt eine neue
Online-Plattform zur Ver-
fügung. Das Pilotprojekt
der „NÖ Familienland
GmbH“ soll einen leichten
Zugang zu digitaler Lern-
unterstützung bieten und
soll auch jene Kinder errei-
chen, die nicht an einem
Ferienbetreuungsprojekt
teilnehmen.

Nach der ersten Ferien-
woche waren rund 30 Kin-

Kostenlose digitale
Lernwerkstatt

der für eine Lernbegleitung
angemeldet, ihnen standen
über 50 Tutorinnen und
Tutoren für die verschiede-
nen Fächer zur Verfügung
stehen. Angeboten werden
eine Plattform, die Studie-
rende mit Schülerinnen
und Schülern zur digitalen
Lernbegleitung vernetzt,
ein Ferien-TV mit interakti-
ven Live-Videos, Tutorials
und Downloads sowie In-
formationen zu weiterfüh-
renden Angeboten. Infos
gibt es unter www.noe-lern-
werkstatt.digital.

Da war am Parteitag noch alles in Ordnung: Pamela Rendi-Wagner mit Hans Peter Doskozil und Franz Schnabl im Hintergrund

Wolfgang Sobotka bei einem Auftritt vor dem U-Ausschuss

In Oberösterreich wird bereits seit Längerem eine Duale Akademie betrieben

S P L I T T E R

Stefan Szys-
kowitz, Karl
Wilfing, Tho-
mas Karall
und Franz
Mittermayer
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Rührende Szenen und Freude bei der Übergabe der ersten Futterration: Heuspender Leo
Janka mit SohnTobias, Max Kaufmannmit Familie und Bürgermeister Johnny Bauer (v.li.).

Benefizkonzert inMistelbach
ergabmehr als 10.000 Euro
für Katastrophenhilfe.ÿ

Abdeckplanen statt Dach-
ziegel dominieren immer
noch dasOrtsbild Schratten-
bergs. Peter Weik, Besitzer
einer Fahrschule in Mistel-
bach, ist dem schwer gebeu-
telten Ort persönlich sehr
verbunden. Selbst aktiv in
der Band „Come together“
tätig, trommelte er zahlrei-
che Weinviertler Musikgrö-
ßen zu einem Konzert zu-
sammen. Die Stadtgemein-
de Mistelbach öffnete dafür
extra noch einmal das Ge-
lände der bereits ausgelaufe-
nen „Sommerszene“.

Das Hagelunwetter, das in Schrattenberg regelrechte
Verwüstungen hinterlassen hatte (die „Krone“ berichte-
te), ist in schmerzlicher Erinnerung. Aber auch finan-
ziell steckt man noch in großen Problemen. Bei einem
Benefizkonzert kamen rund 10.000 € zusammen. Und
ein Landwirt aus demNachbarort hilft mit Futter aus.

Sechs Stunden lang gaben
Hannes Rathammer, Mi-
chael Jedlicka, Christian Jil-
li, Karl Bergauer, Jimmy
Schlager, Chris Heller und
weitere Musiker ihr Bestes.
Durch die Einnahmen von
Eintrittskarten, zusätzlicher
Spenden und einer großen
Tombola kam schlussend-
lich die Summe vonmehr als
10.000 Euro zusammen. Be-
geistert von diesem großen
Engagement zeigte sich
Landtagschef Karl Wilfing:
„Es beweist einmal mehr,
dass die ,Familie NÖ’ und

Weinviertler Ortsverbun-
denheit bestens funktionie-
ren, wenns drauf ankommt.“
Sechs Tonnen Futter
helfen über den Winter
Das zeigt auch die spontane
Hilfsaktion von Heu-Bauer
Leo Janka aus dem nahen
Bernhardsthal für den Fami-
lienbetrieb „Kaufmanns
Bauernhof“: Dessen Heube-
stand wurde vom Unwetter
fast zur Gänze vernichtet.
Der Freund der Familie hat
sich bereit erklärt, eine Jah-
resration Futter zu spenden:
„Sechs Tonnen Heu helfen
Sandra undMarkus über die
nächstenMonate – eine Sor-
ge weniger“, so Janka bei der
Übergabe an den dankbaren
Bauern. Andreas Leisser

Das Spendenkonto istweiter offen:
IBAN:AT67 3298 5000 0181 1538

derKriseGeld undHeuals Hilfe aus
§ Konzert brachte 10.000 €: „Wir sind euch unendlich dankbar“ § Landwirt aus Nachbarort sagte gebeuteltem Betrieb spontan Jahresration Futter zu

300 Tonnen auf Reisen
Dreizehn Meter lang und zehn Meter hoch sowie jede
Menge Metall im Inneren – ergibt knapp 300 Tonnen
Gewicht: Der Transport eines Großtransformators vom
Bahnhof Hohenau zum Umspannwerk in Neusiedl an
der Zaya erregte viel Aufsehen. Die Überstellung des
Stahl-Kolosses, für den „Austrian Power Grid“ vier Mil-
lionen Euro ausgegeben hatte, brauchte dank penibler
Vorplanung „nur“ einen halben Tag. Bis zur Inbetrieb-
nahmewird es allerdings nochmehrere Monate dauern.

MAZDA VOCK & SEITER
GÄNSERNDORFERSTRASSE 88
2232 DEUTSCH-WAGRAM

TEL. 02247/650-50
WWW.MAZDA-VOCKSEITER.AT

RUDOLF BRACHTL E.U.
STAATSBAHNSTRASSE 15-17
2136 LAA AN DER THAYA

TEL. 02522/2354
WWW.AUTO-BRACHTL.AT

MAZDA SCHWEINBERGER
WIEDENGASSE 12-14
2225 ZISTERSDORF
TEL. 02532/2251-0

WWW.MAZDA-SCHWEINBERGER.AT

ANTON ACHTER

WIENER STRASSE 20
2222 KOLLNBRUNN
TEL. 02574/2356

WWW.ACHTER.MAZDA.AT

1)Aktion gültig vom 01.09. bis 31.12.2021 für Privat- und Gewerbekunden bei Kaufvertragsabschluss eines Mazda Neuwagens (ausgenommen MX-5 sowie Sondermodelle Mazda2 Life, Life Plus, CX-3 Life Plus)
und bei Zulassung bis 31.12.2021 bzw. 31.03.2022 (je nach Verfügbarkeit). Vergütung der jeweils kleinsten homologierten Rad-/Reifenkombination je Modell. Exklusive Montagekosten. 2) Gesamtbonus bis
zu € 5.900 gültig vom 01.09. bis 31.12.2021 für Privatkunden bei Kaufvertragsabschluss eines Mazda Neuwagens (Bonus Beispiel Mazda6) bestehend aus Händlernachlass, Eintausch-, Leasing- und
Versicherungsbonus. Eintauschbonus nur gültig bei Eintausch eines Gebrauchtwagens (min. 6 Monate auf den Besitzer zugelassen). Finanzierungsbonus gültig nur bei Finanzierung über Mazda Plus Finance
(Leasfinanz). Versicherungsbonus bei Abschluss einer Kfz-Haftpflicht-, Vollkasko-, Insassenunfall-Versicherung über die Mazda Plus Versicherung (GARANTA Versicherungs-AG Österreich). Mindestvertragsdauer
36 Monate. Nähere Informationen bei Ihrem Mazda Partner oder auf mazda.at. Keine Barablöse der Boni. Aktionen gelten nicht auf bereits vor dem Aktionszeitraum getätigte Kaufvertragsabschlüsse.
WLTP-Verbrauchswerte: Benzin-/Dieselmodelle: 5,1 – 8,4 l/100km, CO2-Emissionen: 117–182g/km; MX-30: 19kWh/100 km, CO2-Emissionen: 0 g/km. Symbolfoto.

ECHTER FAHRSPASS KENNT
KEINE JAHRESZEITEN.

B I S Z U € 5 . 9 0 0
B O N U S 2

G R A T I S
W I N T E R R Ä D E R 1

JETZT GRATIS WINTERRÄDER
FÜR IHREN NEUEN MAZDA SICHERN.
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»Mitarbeiter bleiben die wertvollste Ressource«
Hubert Wetschnig, CEO Habau Group

» Die von Wifo und IHS am 18.12.2020 veröffentlichen Zahlen verdeut-
lichen, dass der dritte Lockdown Österreichs Wirtschaft erneut stark 

treffen und das BIP-Wachstum 2021 um rund 2 % reduzieren wird. Die 
Baubranche, die insbesondere in den vergangenen Wochen wiederholt 
als der Konjunkturmotor in diversen Medien hervorgehoben wurde, 
wird auch 2021 gut durch die Krise kommen. Wir sind stolz darauf mit 
einem sehr zufriedenstellenden Auftragsstand ins Jahr 2021 wechseln zu 
dürfen. Vor dem Hintergrund, dass eine Reduktion des BIP – verzögert 
– stets Einfluss auf ein zukünftiges Bauinvestitionsvolumen hat, sind wir 
umso mehr angehalten, konsequent unsere Digitalisierungsstrategie um-
zusetzen, um so nachhaltige Effizienzsteigerungen in unseren wertschöp-
fenden Prozessen zu erreichen. Trotzdem sind unsere Mitarbeiter unsere 
wertvollste Ressource – somit sehe ich die Nachwuchs- und Mitarbeiter-
förderung ebenso als aktuellen Trend wie den aktiven Dialog mit unseren 
Auftraggebern im Rahmen der Digitalisierungsoffensive, um zukünftig 
mehr Transparenz und Kooperation in unserer Baukultur zu etablieren. 
Weitere Schwerpunkte bilden die Themen ›Modellbasierter ökologischer 
Fußabdruck (BIM)‹, ›Echte Nachhaltigkeit industrialisieren und somit 
leistbarer machen‹ sowie ›BIM-basierte Taktplanung (LEAN)‹.«  n

»Investitionen in die sichere  
Stromversorgung«
Thomas Karall, kaufmännischer Vorstand APG

» Im Jahr 2021 wird das Thema Corona weiterhin 
Auswirkungen auf alle wirtschaftliche Bran-

chen und Lebensbereiche haben. Für die Strom-
wirtschaft bedeutet dies, dass die sichere Strom-
versorgung als Basisinfrastruktur weiterhin eine 
ganz hohe Bedeutung für den Wirtschaftsstandort 
Österreichs haben wird. Dies wird auch dadurch 
verstärkt, dass die Investitionen in die Strominfra-
struktur und somit auch in das Gelingen der Ener-
giewende nachhaltig wirken. Die APG investiert 
alleine 2021 rund 357 Millionen Euro und in den 
kommenden zehn Jahren 3,1 Milliarden Euro in die 
sichere Stromversorgung Österreichs. Durch die 
anhaltende Notwendigkeit, dezentral zu arbeiten, 
werden digitale Technologien bzw. Plattforman-
wendungen einen weiteren Zuwachs bekommen. 
Diese Gesamtentwicklung wird das Leben und die 
Wirtschaft auch nachhaltig verändern. Es gilt mit 
Optimismus, Innovation und Unternehmergeist die 
Herausforderungen, die Corona mit sich bringt, ge-
meinsam zu meistern.« n

»Digitale Aufholjagd wird fortgesetzt«
Christiane Noll, Geschäftsführerin Avanade Österreich

»2020 hat mit dem ersten Lockdown und der massiven Wirtschaftskrise 
eine digitale Aufholjagd gestartet. Die heimischen Unternehmen haben 
rasch Homeoffice eingeführt und umgehend alle möglichen Prozesse und 
Vertriebskanäle digitalisiert. 2021 wird diese Aufholjagd sicherlich fortge-
setzt – aber strukturiert und mit Strategie. Die neue Arbeitswelt und die 
neue Arbeitsweise werden sich etablieren und wir werden im Laufe des 
Jahres eine neue, hybride Welt aufbauen, auf einem festen Fundament. 
Alte Strukturen und Denkweisen haben 2021 endgültig ausgedient und 
werden neuen Ideen und innovativen Modellen weichen müssen. 2021 
wird aufregend, spannend und uns viel Neues bringen, das wir alle mitge-
stalten und mitdefinieren können.« n

Egal ob gemütliches Wan-
dern oder Abenteuer: NÖ bie-
tet perfekte Ausflugsziele.

NÖ. Die NÖ-Bahnen star-
ten in die neue Saison und 
entführen ihre Fahrgäste 
in die schönsten Ecken des 
größten Bundeslandes. 

Auftakt. Neben den, wie 
ÖSTERREICH berichtete, 
bereits geöffneten Zügen 
Wachaubahn und Reblaus Ex-
press starteten nun auch 
 offiziell die Waldviertel-
bahn, die Schneebergbahn 
und die Schneeberg Sessel-
bahn in Puchis Welt 
 wieder. 

Abwechslung. Die Bahnen 
bieten Touren in die spek-
takulärsten, schönsten 
und beruhigendsten Ge-
genden NÖs. So bringt die 
Schneebergbahn ihre Gäste 
von nun an wieder täglich 
auf den höchsten Berg des 
Bundeslandes, den Schnee-
berg. Dort warten traum-
hafte Wanderwege. 

 Highlight. Neu angeboten 
wird das „Alpine Sunrise“-
Paket. Damit wird man 
noch vor dem Morgen-
grauen mit dem Salaman-
derzug auf den Hochschnee-
berg gebracht. Oben ange-

kommen begibt man sich 
auf eine 20-minütige Wan-
derung und wird anschlie-
ßend mit einem Bergfrüh-
stück im Damböckhaus be-
lohnt.

Weltkulturerbe. Die Wach-
au ist eines der schönsten 
Gebiete des ganzen Landes 
– und direkt an der Donau 
gelegen. Mit der Wachau-
bahn kann man das Welt-
kulturerbe bequem vom 
Zug aus bewundern oder 
sich vom Bahnhof aus auf 
eine Erkundungstour be-
geben. Auch die Goldene 
Wachaubahn selbst ist üb-

rigens Teil des UNESCO 
Weltkulturerbes. Bis Ende 
November ist die Bahn 
 unterwegs.

Abenteuer. Auch Kinder 
kommen in NÖ auf ihre 
Kosten. Mit dem Ötscherbä-

ren (Mariazellerbahn) finden 
immer samstags Themen-
fahrten statt. Gezogen 
wird der Ötscherbär von 
der 111 Jahre alten Elektro-
lok E10. Mehr dazu online: 
niederoesterreichbahnen.at

Das Mega-Bauprojekt im 
Weinviertel kostete rund 
200 Millionen Euro.

NÖ. Vor rund zwei Jah-
ren fand der Spatenstich 
für das Projekt „Weinvier-
telleitung“ statt. In die 
etwa 380-Kilovolt-Leitung 
durch das Weinviertel in-
vestierte die Austrian 
 Power Grid (APG) 200 Mil-
lionen Euro. Nun wurde 
bekannt gegeben, dass 

sich das Mega-Projekt auf 
der Zielgeraden befindet, 
denn bereits Mitte 2022 
soll die neue Leitung in Be-
trieb genommen werden.

Sicherheit. Christoph 
Schuh, Unternehmens-
sprecher der APG, erklärt: 
„Mit der Modernisierung 
der Leitung sorgt APG für 
die sichere Stromversor-
gung in NÖ für die nächs-
ten Jahrzehnte.“

Bei der Rettungsaktion wur-
den insgesamt neun Perso-
nen verletzt.

Bez. Wr. Neustadt. In der 
Nacht auf Sonntag wur-
den bei einem Brand in 
Bad Erlach (Bezirk Wr. 
Neustadt) neun Menschen 
verletzt. Eine Gartenhütte 
fing Feuer. Die sechsköp-
fige Familie befand sich 
noch in eben jener Hütte. 
Die Feuerwehr wurde 
alarmiert und befreite die 
Familie aus den Flammen. 
Bei der Rettungsaktion 
wurden Ersthelfer und 

zwei Feuerwehrleute ver-
letzt. Die Opfer wurden 
ins Spital gebracht, konn-
ten aber zum Glück inzwi-
schen wieder entlassen 
werden. 

APG-Projekt biegt auf die Zielgerade

Weinviertelleitung sorgt 
ab 2022 für mehr ›Power‹

Sechs Menschen aus Flammen befreit 

Feuerwehr rettete Familie
aus brennender Gartenhütte

Die Hütte in Bad Erlach 
brannte lichterloh.

Neues Betten- 
Reiter-Flagship 
eröffnet morgen

Heftiger Crash 
in Wilhelmsburg

Vösendorf. Morgen ist es 
soweit. Der neue Flag-
ship-Store von Betten Rei-
ter bei der SCS öffnet. Ge-
boten wird im moderns-
ten Betten Reiter in ganz 
Österreich so einiges: 
Heimtextilien, ein „Er-
lebnispfad“ zum Thema 

Nachhaltigkeit, Schla-
fen, Wohnen und Farbe 
sowie ein Selfie-Corner. 
Auch an die Kinder (die 
meist wenig Begeiste-
rung fürs Shoppen mit-
bringen) wurde gedacht: 
Auf sie wartet ein Indoor-
Spielplatz.

Bez. St. Pölten. In Wil-
helmsburg (Bezirk St. Pöl-
ten) prallten Samstag-
abend zwei Autos an der 
Kreuzung Siedlerstraße/
Herweghstraße zusam-
men. Die Lenker 
blieben unver-
letzt, an den 
 Autos entstand 
Sachschaden.

Die Arbeiten an der neuen 
Leitung schreiten gut voran.

Salamander
Die Schneebergbahn

in voller Farben-Pracht.

Neue Saison ist im Bundesland offiziell ›auf Schiene‹ – auch neue Highlights sind dabei
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Aktuelle NeWS

Store-Chef Peter Hildebrand.
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NÖ-Bahnen reisen in 
die schönsten Ecken 

Mit der Wachaubahn das 
Kulturerbe entdecken.

Kinder kommen mit den 
NÖ-Bahnen auf ihre Kosten.

NO        Aktuell14

 Für Essenslieferungen von 11 bis 22 Uhr 
  Freie Zeiteinteilung  Beste Bezahlung  

 Mit Krankenversicherung

www.habgusta.at/rider
JETZT GLEICH BEWERBEN:

Der neue Liefer-Service für 
Wien sucht per sofort:  

Fahrrad-Kuriere
und Zusteller mit Auto oder Motorroller
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Brüssel. Mit einem Papier zu den
Budgetregeln für EU-Staaten er-
öffnet die EU-Kommission eine
brisante Diskussion. Der bisheri-
ge Stabilitäts- und Wachstums-
pakt – wegen der Corona-Krise
ausgesetzt – ist zahnlos und
könnte sogar aufgeweicht werden.
Viele EU-Länder sind von den
festgelegten Obergrenzen (60 Pro-
zent der Wirtschaftsleistung, ma-
ximale Neuverschuldung: 3 Pro-
zent des BIP) weit entfernt.

Der Debatte, ob Investitionen
in den Klimaschutz oder zur Be-
wältigung der Pandemie nicht
mehr im Defizit einberechnet
werden sollen, begegnet die deut-
sche Kanzlerin Angela Merkel mit
großer Skepsis. Jedoch läuft die
Amtszeit der wichtigsten Politike-
rin in der EU mit der Regierungs-
bildung in Berlin ab. Dort verhan-
deln SPD, Grüne und FDP auch
über die Ausgestaltung der natio-
nalen Schuldenbremse. �

Schuldenregeln
als nächste große
Debatte in der EU

Leitartikel – Seite 2
Bericht – Seite 7
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Siegendorf. Bei einer Kontrolle
wegen Schlepperei nahe der un-
garischen Grenze sind in einem
Kleinlaster 28 Flüchtlinge ent-
deckt worden, zwei davon waren
gestorben. Sie dürften bereits
stark geschwächt und dehydriert
gewesen sein, die anderen Aufge-
griffenen benötigten keine medi-
zinische Hilfe.

Der Fahrer konnte bei der Kon-
trolle flüchten, nach ihm wird ge-
fahndet. Laut Gerald Tatzgern
vom Bundeskriminalamt haben es
Flüchtlinge bisher vor allem zu
Fuß über die grüne Grenze ver-
sucht, wegen mehr Kontrollen
werden sie nun in Kleinlastern
und Vans geschleppt. �

Tote Flüchtlinge
in Kleinlaster

im Burgenland

Seite 4

Wien. Wer am Arbeitsplatz Kolle-
gen- oder Kundenkontakt hat,
muss künftig geimpft, getestet
oder genesen sein. Die Regie-
rungsparteien ÖVP und Grüne ha-
ben sich am Dienstag mit der SPÖ
darüber geeinigt. Die entspre-
chende Verordnung soll schon in
den kommenden Tagen in Kraft
treten. Wer dann ohne 3G-Nach-
weis zur Arbeit erscheint, könnte
auch ohne Bezüge nach Hause ge-
schickt werden. Ausnahmen gibt
es nur für Berufe ohne Kunden-
oder Kollegenkontakt wie zum
Beispiel Lkw-Fahrer.

Corona-Test weiter kostenlos
Die SPÖ hatte zunächst eine Blo-
ckade der nötigen Gesetzesände-
rung im Bundesrat angekündigt,
sollten die erforderlichen Corona-
Tests für Mitarbeiter kostenpflich-
tig werden. Geplant war, die kos-
tenlosen Betriebstest mit Ende
Oktober auslaufen zu lassen. Das
ist nun vom Tisch. Während ÖVP,
Grüne und SPÖ die Regelung be-
grüßten, zeigten sich die Neos am
Dienstag skeptisch. Die FPÖ war
naturgemäß empört. Klubobmann
Herbert Kickl prangerte die
Schlechterstellung von Ungeimpf-
ten an und bezeichnete die Maß-
nahme als überzogen.

Italien hat schon vergangenen
Freitag als erstes EU-Land eine
3G-Pflicht am Arbeitsplatz einge-
führt. Begründet wurde das mit
der sinkenden Impfbereitschaft
und steigenden Infektionszahlen.
Das führte allerdings zu landes-
weiten Protesten, unter anderem,
weil die Tests nicht gratis sind. �

Einigung
über 3G am
Arbeitsplatz

Seite 10

ohdaten von Meinungsum-
fragen müssen nicht ein-
mal manipuliert, frisiert

oder geschönt werden. Die Ergeb-
nisse als solche haben generell
bereits die Kraft, tendenziös und
damit meinungsbildend, motivie-
rend oder demotivierend zu wir-
ken. Je nachdem, wie die Frage-
stellung oder wie groß die Stich-
probe war und wie sie journalis-
tisch eingebettet wurden, beein-
flussen sie die Wahrnehmung der

R Wirklichkeit. Vor allem im Vorfeld
einer Wahl können Umentschei-
dungen in letzter Minute aus-
schlaggebend für den Erfolg oder
Misserfolg einer Partei sein.

In mehreren europäischen Län-
dern dürfen daher unmittelbar
vor einer Wahl keine Wahlprogno-
sen mehr veröffentlicht werden.
In Frankreich, Bulgarien oder
Kroatien sind sie zum Beispiel
zwei Tage vor dem Wahltermin
verboten, in Spanien fünf Tage, in

Griechenland und Italien zwei
Wochen. In Österreich gibt es kei-
ne solche Frist. Eine Tatsache, die
Demokratieforscherin Tamara Ehs
kritisiert. Ihrer Ansicht nach
bräuchte es auch hier ein Verbot.
Denn Umfragen würden zur Ma-
nipulation einladen, „was wahl-
verzerrend im Sinne der Entschei-
dungsfreiheit wirkt“.

Julia Partheymüller vom Insti-
tut für Staatswissenschaften an
der Uni Wien sieht das anders. Ei-

ne bunte Medienlandschaft mit
unterschiedlichen Veröffentli-
chungen sei ein wesentlicher Be-
standteil einer Demokratie: Jeder
sollte die Freiheit haben, sich sei-
ne Meinung zu bilden, meint sie.
Etwa ein Drittel der Wähler sei
unsicher, wen es wählen solle.
Dieses Drittel orientiere sich un-
ter anderem an Umfragen. Die
endgültige Entscheidung falle oft
erst in der Wahlkabine selbst. �

Umfragen mit manipulativer Kraft
Europas Demokratien gehen unterschiedlich mit der Prognosen-Veröffentlichung vor Wahlen um.

Seite 3

Polen im
Clinch
mit EU

Im Justizstreit drohte
EU-Kommissionschefin
Ursula von der Leyen

Polen mit neuen
Strafverfahren. Premier

Mateusz Morawiecki
zeigte sich im

EU-Parlament nicht
zum Einlenken bereit.

Seite 5
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Baskenland: Der einstige ETA-Terror
hat tiefe Wunden hinterlassen Seite 6

Causa Ibiza: Sky hat die Affäre zu einer
grandiosen Serie verarbeitet Seite 18

Kurt-Vorhofer-Preis: Auszeichnung für
Chefredakteur Walter Hämmerle Seite 19

Wien. 2030 soll in Österreich nur
noch grüner Strom produziert
werden. Es genügt aber nicht, le-
diglich neue Windräder aufzustel-
len und Solarmodule zu installie-
ren. Der Strom muss auch zu den
Verbrauchern transportiert wer-
den. Und hier hakt es. Derzeit
sind die Stromnetze für die Ener-
giewende noch nicht bereit. „Wür-
den wir das Netz nicht weiter aus-
bauen, hätten wir signifikante
Überlastungen“, sagt Gerhard
Christiner, technischer Vorstand
des Stromnetzbetreiber Autrian
Power Grid (APG).

Für die 2030er-Ziele muss die
gesamte Strominfrastruktur aus-
gebaut werden. 46 Projekte sollen
in den kommenden zehn Jahren
fertiggestellt werden. Die APG in-
vestiert 3,5 Milliarden Euro – um
400 Millionen Euro mehr als im
Vorjahr geplant. Primär sollen
Umspannwerke gebaut werden,
um die erneuerbare Energie ins

Stromnetz einzuspeisen. Sie muss
aber auch transportiert werden.
Stärkere Leitungen brauchen et-
wa auch die beiden Voestalpine-
Standorte in Linz und Donawitz.
Denn der Stahlkonzern benötigt
für die klimaneutrale Produktion
große Mengen an Strom.

Strombedarf wird steigen
Generell wird der Strombedarf
steigen, wenn Wärme-, Mobilitäts-
und Industriesektor auf elektri-
sche Energie umgestellt werden.
Die APG hat deshalb schon das
Jahr 2040 im Blick. Dann soll Ös-
terreich bekanntlich klimaneutral
sein, mit Strom als Hauptenergie-
träger. „Bis 2040 müssen wir 200
Terawattstunden dekarbonisieren
und mit Energie wesentlich effizi-
enter umgehen“, sagt Christiner.
Doch der Ausbau geht zu lang-
sam, Genehmigungsverfahren
werden zum Hemmschuh. �

Stromnetze noch nicht
bereit für Energiewende
Netzbetreiber APG investiert 3,5 Milliarden Euro.

Seite 9
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Annual Report 2021 

Austrian Power Grid AG 

    
€m 2019 2020 2021 
Revenue 729.9 695.8 1,082.3 

Earnings before interest and taxes (EBIT) 48.8 71.8 124.2 

Result from ordinary activities 24.1 47.0 98.0 

Net income/loss for the financial year 18.8 35.5 73.9 

Net retained profits 9.7 18.2 37.3 
Average capital employed 841,404.2 799,584.0 796,051.9 

        

Total assets 1,855.0 2,130.1 2,552.9 

Fixed assets 1,628.0 1,913.8 2,186.9 

Capital expenditure on tangible fixed assets 244.5 372.9 367.7 

Depreciation of fixed assets 86.3 87.8 93.9 

Equity 459.3 485.1 540.8 

        

Return on sales (ROS) 6.7% 10.3% 11.5% 

Return on equity (ROE) 5.5% 10.7% 20.6% 

Return on investment (ROI) 2.8% 3.9% 5.8% 

        
Equity as percentage of assets 24.8% 22.8% 21.2% 

Notional debt repayment period 11.9 11.5 11.1 

        

Net cash flow from operating activities 195.2 191.0 254.0 

Net gearing 157.7% 185.5% 185.5% 

        

Number of employees 520 557 611 

(of which apprentices) 23 23 22 

        
Transport volume (GWh) 46,731 44,863 45,349     

 

 

 

Three-year 
comparison 
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Dr. Peter F. Kollmann 
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Executive Board 
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Chairman 
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1st Vice Chairman 
 

Ing. Wolfgang Liebscher  
2nd Vice Chairman 
 
 

 

Governing bodies of the 
company 
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Austrian Power Grid AG 

About us 

Austrian Power Grid (APG) is responsible for 
safeguarding the supply of electricity so that 
everyone has power when they need it. As control 
area manager, APG operates the Austrian 
transmission grid, which is part of the trans-
European transmission grid operated by the 
ENTSO-E (European Network of Transmission 
System Operators for Electricity) Regional Group 
Continental Europe.  

In the course of transposing the requirements of 
the European Union’s Third Energy Package into 
Austrian law through the 2010 Electricity Industry 
and Organisation Act (Elektrizitätswirtschafts- und 
-organisationsgesetz 2010, EIWOG), VERBUND 
chose the Independent Transmission Operator 
(ITO) format to be the model for APG. APG 
received ITO certification in a notice issued by E-
Control Austria (ECA) dated 12 March 2012.  

With a route length of 3,428 km, 6,966 km of 
connected lines and 65 substations and switching 
stations, APG’s grid is the backbone of Austria’s 
power supply. APG’s power grid ensures the trans-
regional exchange of electricity between energy 
providers and consumers both within Austria and 
internationally, thereby guaranteeing a stable 
supply to distribution grids.  

APG’s infrastructure ensures Austria’s supply of 
electricity. It is essential to the integration of 
renewables and also functions as a market 
platform. APG’s power grid is the lifeblood of 
Austria’s economy and society. 

Highlights of 2021 

2021 was a financial year marked by numerous 
challenges and the successful accomplishment of 
key milestones: 

» Massive capital expenditure as a key booster in 
meeting the ambitious targets for the energy 
transition and climate protection  

» Securing sufficient redispatch capacity for 
congestion prevention (grid reserve as a market-
based system) to ensure security of supply 

» Successful organisational and communication 
adjustments in response to the ever-changing 
circumstances around COVID-19 

» Innovative measures to ensure that customers 
remain the focal point of developments (vertical 
market integration)  

» Preparations to implement the Clean Energy 
Package for all Europeans (CEP), which requires 
70% of transmission capacity to be made 
available for cross-border trade 

» Measures to address APG’s future business 
focus and management in connection with 
SAP S/4HANA technology 

» Project to adapt the existing regulatory regime 
to the changes in APG’s business model 

All measures are taken with an eye towards 
efficiency and ensuring adequate profitability. 

An integrated annual report was prepared for 
financial year 2021 that encompasses the subject 
of sustainability. The topic’s inclusion in the 
integrated report enables it to reach a wider 
audience and underscores its importance for APG. 
The annual report also provides several examples 
illustrating APG’s rigorous work on research and 
innovation. 

Finally, the financial performance indicators and 
risk and opportunity management are presented 
and an outlook for 2022 is provided. For further 
details, please refer to the notes to the financial 
statements. 

The electronic version of the Annual Report 2021 can 
be downloaded at http://www.apg.at/en/about-us.  

Management Report 
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Developments in grid operation 

Congestion management in 2021 
APG is Austria’s independent power grid operator, 
controlling and taking responsibility for the trans-
regional electricity transmission network. The 
dynamic pace of change in Europe’s energy market 
and the policy goal of achieving decarbonisation – 
especially in connection with expanding generation 
capacity from wind and photovoltaic sources – are 
giving rise to volatile and in some cases higher load 
flows. Since the necessary expansion of the grid 
infrastructure often cannot keep pace with these 
developments due to long administrative 
processes, congestion is commonplace both within 
Austria and across the European power grid. 

In 2021, APG transmitted 45,349 GWh via the 
220/380-kV grid. A multitude of measures had to 
be taken in order to manage congestion in 
coordinated grid operations, including extensive 
congestion management measures at power plants 
(redispatch). The volume of energy drawn from 
power plants in the APG control area in 2021 as 
part of this management activity totalled 
1,800 GWh and was predominantly sourced from 
gas power plants in the eastern regions. 

The congestion in the APG grid was caused by 
strong, largely wide-ranging north-south and 
west-east flows of electricity. These occasionally 
stemmed from the need to shut down lines for 
maintenance or grid expansion work. Fewer wide-
ranging transmissions and a very good water 
supply during the grid-critical months significantly 
reduced redispatch interventions at this time 
compared with previous years. Large-scale 
requests from neighbouring transmission system 
operators to Austrian power plants also benefited 
the situation in the grid. These requests accounted 
for most of the energy drawn, and accordingly, 
foreign grid operators also bore the costs.  

The total expense for the congestion management 
measures implemented by APG in the APG control 
area in 2021, including costs to secure redispatch 
capacity, amounted to around €441.1m, 
approximately €98.8m of which had to be borne by 
APG. The remainder was passed on to other grid 
operators. 

Securing sufficient redispatch capacity through 
congestion prevention 
Under Section 23(2)(5) of ElWOG 2010, APG is 
required to identify any congestion in the 
transmission grid and take appropriate measures 
to prevent, eliminate and overcome it. This requires 
sufficient redispatch capacity, which can be drawn 
upon where necessary as a congestion 
management measure at power plants. 

In the past year, some of this capacity was again 
secured through the congestion prevention 
agreements entered into in 2018. These contracts 
expired on 30 September 2021 and resumed as of 
1 October 2021 in the new grid reserve regime 
under Section 23a ff. of ElWOG 2010. Based on the 
steps provided for by law,  

» system analysis to determine the grid reserve 
requirements,  

» mandatory decommissioning notifications for 
generation plants with a capacity of more than 
20 MW,  

» a call for expression of interest phase to assess 
technical suitability, and  

» the tendering phase,  

in summer 2021 a grid reserve of up to 3,235 MW 
was contracted for the period from the fourth 
quarter of 2021 up to and including the third 
quarter of 2022. In 2021, this contracted reserve 
capacity or grid reserve capacity was used on a 
regular basis to prevent congestion. It was primarily 
this proactive approach to securing capacity from 
flexible power plants that enabled APG to ensure 
grid security and thus security of supply. 

  

43



 

 

Annual Report 2021 42 

 Management Report 
   

Austrian Power Grid AG 

Impact of COVID-19 on APG 

APG’s crisis management 
The completion of the Company’s vaccination 
programme on 8 July 2021 heralded a new phase in 
managing the challenges posed by COVID-19. The 
guideline on APG precautions as an integral part of 
a new labour-management agreement was 
updated to reflect the current environment, with 
applicable measures still geared towards the 
federal government’s traffic light system for 
Austrian states. APG’s crisis management 
therefore came to an end on 9 July 2021. A  
COVID-19 task force is now responsible for 
following up the suitability of internal precautions. 

The established contact tracing structure remains 
in place to monitor positive, potential and 
suspected cases. All chains of contact to people 
who test positive or those at risk are traced as far 
as possible. Where there is any doubt, employees 
are informed immediately and work exclusively from 
home. 

APG employees mostly working from home or under 
special precautionary protocols 
As soon as the first lockdown began in 2020, APG 
enabled its employees to work from home and also 
provided the necessary resources and delivered 
them to doorsteps. For roles where home working 
was impracticable, we applied as many safety 
regulations as possible, including the necessary 
supplies (masks, sanitisation and Plexiglas 
partitions).  

Health management and employee safety  
By way of a guideline, a labour-management 
agreement on employee safety and accompanying 
organisational measures around COVID-19 
provides clarity and legal certainty over all the 
relevant measures. In addition, regular virtual 
presentations on handling the current situation are 
initiated by the health management team.  

No short-time working 
As APG was working at full capacity, there was no 
need for short-time working. However, annual 
leave was greatly reduced with a view to making a 
contribution to society as a whole.  

Organisational and communication adjustments 
The cross-functional COVID-19 task force meets 
regularly and ensures that the prevention plan for 
pandemic-related conditions and the 
responsibilities incumbent on APG as a critical 
infrastructure operator are adapted accordingly 
and employees are kept informed.  

We have maintained employee development by 
switching to online training formats.  

New labour-management agreement on working 
from home 

Based on the “COVID-19 lessons learned” 
produced by a working group in 2020, we signed a 
new labour-management agreement on working 
from home. The new agreement is designed to 
guarantee greater flexibility in the way it is applied 
and to integrate home working as a permanent 
option at APG, including post-COVID-19 to a large 
extent.  

In parallel with all these measures, we are running a 
project on physical layouts, tools and culture. 

Impact of COVID-19 on APG’s construction activities 
As many of APG’s construction projects are mainly 
on open-air building sites, it was possible to 
effectively manage the impact of COVID-19 
following an initial temporary suspension of 
construction work during the first wave of the 
pandemic. The likely impact on investment costs is 
minimal. The practical guidelines specified by the 
employer and employee representatives served as 
an important source of guidance on the building 
sites. In addition, APG’s occupational health and 
safety plans were amended in line with the new 
situation. Contractors drew up appropriate action 
and hygiene plans in consultation with the 
occupational physicians responsible. These 
measures helped us keep construction site 
operations more or less on schedule and running 
appropriately despite COVID-19. This was 
especially important in progressing and forging 
ahead with the necessary APG transmission grid 
expansion along with its associated expansion and 
operating investments (see NDP 2021). 

However, the impact of COVID-19 was wide-
ranging, above all in terms of disruption to supply 
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chains, tendering and market conditions, raw 
materials, and so on. Material procurement and 
third-party services were not unduly affected, but 
the fluctuations caused by the pandemic led to a 
massive increase in indices and price escalations 
(e.g. for raw materials, various construction market 
indices, etc.). This development affects services, 
project costs and other APG projects already 
assigned. APG analysts are monitoring the 
situation ongoing, and we will pay close attention 
to the issue when updating the medium-term plan 
in 2022. We definitely expect investment costs to 
rise. There were no delivery bottlenecks in 2021, 
but given the existing strain on some supply 
chains, we cannot exclude the possibility going 
forward. 

Impact of COVID-19 on the situation in the APG grid 
In 2021, COVID-19 had no material impact on the 
situation in the APG grid. 

Economic impact of COVID-19 on APG 
COVID-19’s minimal negative impact on APG’s 
finances can be summarised as follows: 

» Capital expenditure fully utilised again  
» Minor impact on personnel expenses (e.g. delays 

in recruitment processes) and other operating 
expenses 

» Operational activities unchanged 

 

Market trends 

Energy market developments characterised by 
soaring prices 
2021 was marked by exceptionally high prices. In 
the electricity futures market, front-year contracts 
for Cal-22 baseload power in the Austrian market 
area saw a sharp rise from €53.22/MWh at the 
beginning of the year to €276.99/MWh as at 
23 December 2021. The spot market trend has 
been similar. The average spot price in Austria was 
€100.02/MWh in the third quarter and even 
reached €208.70/MWh in the fourth. A year-on-
year comparison underlines the enormity of the 
increase: 2020 spot prices for the third and fourth 
quarters were €37.85/MWh and €42.29/MWh, 
respectively. Taking the annual average for the last 
two years (2020: €33.14/MWh, 2021: 
€106.85/MWh), the relative price rise was 222%. 

This trend was fuelled by increased demand but 
primarily by trends in raw materials markets. The 
moderate price rises of the first quarter 
accelerated sharply across the board as the year 
progressed. After a brief respite during a few 
stable weeks in autumn, prices continued to rise 
steeply until the end of the year. The spot price for 
gas for the Central European Gas Hub (CEGH) 
leapt from €17.04/MWh at the start of the year to 
a peak of €177.40/MWh. Likewise, the price for 
coal started out at $69.60/t and peaked at 
$260/t in the third quarter. Yet another 
contributing factor was a higher carbon price of 
€88.88/t. 

APG’s market activities 

Optimising the procurement of balancing reserves 
The balancing services market also felt the impact 
of high electricity prices in 2021. After the steady 
levels of the last few years, balancing services costs 
stood at €117.4m (2020: €43.2m). APG’s efforts 
to increase liquidity in the balancing services 
market and stabilise costs remain focused on 
international cooperation with other TSOs and 
optimisation of its market design. APG is therefore 
a member and/or founder of several balancing 
services projects, such as the International Grid 
Control Cooperation (IGCC), designed for grid 
operators to help each other net their positive and 
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negative requirements for automatic Frequency 
Restoration Reserves (aFRR). APG also works in 
cooperation with German transmission system 
operators to optimise the cost of activating 
automatic and manual Frequency Restoration 
Reserves (aFRR and mFRR). This helps improve 
liquidity in the balancing services market by 
promoting best-value in cross-border contract 
awards as well. In addition, APG is helping small-
scale plants gain easier access to control-power 
calls for tenders (see Vertical market integration). 

Auctioning of cross-border capacity 
As market participants usually demand border 
transmission capacity over and above what is 
available, APG auctions off cross-border capacity in 
the form of annual and monthly products for both 
the day-ahead and the intraday market under 
transparent, non-discriminatory European 
processes. High electricity prices have also had an 
impact on APG’s allocation revenue, which was 
approximately €143.5m in 2021 – a year-on year 
increase of around €43.3m. Soaring prices 
generated allocation revenue of €75.0m in the 
fourth quarter alone.  

Central responsibility for grid loss procurement  
As the central purchaser, APG procures around 
97% of the energy needed to cover system losses 
of €177.7m (2020: €159.2m) for the majority of 
Austrian grid operators; this equates to 
approximately 3 TWh per year. In doing so, APG 
ensures the market-based procurement activities 
necessary to cover system losses. Equally, the 
higher prices of the past few months have 
significantly increased the cost of grid loss 
procurement on the futures market. Despite this, 
we were able to procure enough of the required 
volumes on the futures market. However, APG is 
currently evaluating alternative long-term 
strategies with a view to further optimisation of 
grid loss energy purchases. APG already uses spot 
market transactions to cover temporary shortfalls. 
The participating grid operators are supplied daily 
with the necessary energy volumes to cover their 
system losses.  

Inter TSO compensation (ITC) 
ITC is a multilateral, contractually governed 
compensation mechanism for the grid usage costs 

associated with the cross-border supply of 
electrical energy. All TSOs are required to bear the 
compensation payments according to the costs-
by-cause principle. Austria continues to be a 
transit country due to its location in Central 
Europe. Accordingly, the forecast for 2021 ITC 
revenue is around €7.1m (2020: €12.7m). 

Wind marketing 
On behalf of Abwicklungsstelle für Ökostrom AG 
(Green Electricity Settlement Austria, OeMAG), 
APG markets volumes arising from deviations in 
forecasts for green energy on the European 
intraday market. This reduces balancing errors for 
the eco-balancing group as well as for the entire 
control area. Due to the generally better prices on 
the exchange and because balancing energy is 
avoided, this reduces costs for the OeMAG 
balancing group and improves control quality for 
APG. The cost savings amounted to approximately 
€18.2m by November 2021, testifying to the added 
value of efficient, market-based solutions. 

Impact of these market activities in a highly volatile 
environment  

Earnings volatility under the Austrian Commercial 
Code (Unternehmensgesetzbuch, UGB) is 
smoothed by recognising regulatory accounts. 
Nevertheless, the prevailing volatility on the 
electricity market has a major impact on system 
costs and therefore on the future tariff landscape 
as well as on VERBUND’s Group result under IFRS.  

New model for balancing energy management 
The new pricing model for balancing energy was 
successfully launched on 1 July 2021. Along with a 
requirement to meet the necessary European legal 
provisions on cost allocation, it provides a stronger 
incentive for market participants to support the 
system. The new model was designed with the help 
of an external expert in consultation with the 
market, and approved accordingly by the ECA. 

Vertical market integration 
The integration of small-scale producers and 
consumers such as industry, commerce, 
households and small producers in the electricity 
system is one of the key success factors for the 
energy transition. Consequently, APG is taking 
innovative steps to integrate small-scale, 
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decentralised power producers and consumers in 
APG products (balancing services, congestion 
management and grid reserve) in an easy, 
transparent and non-discriminatory way. In 2021, 
in close coordination with distribution system 
operators, market participants and selected 
industry partners, we developed a prototype for 
participating in the balancing services market. The 
prototype will be implemented using the EQUIGY 
crowd balancing platform, already proven in similar 
projects by other TSOs (TenneT NL/DE, Terna, 
Swissgrid). APG also became an EQUIGY partner 
under corporate law in early 2021. 

European market integration forges ahead 
The integration of the European electricity market 
made further strides in 2021. The objective is to 
create a cross-border, pan-European electricity 
trading marketplace based on harmonised 
regulations and processes. On the wholesale 
market, 2021 saw the implementation of day-
ahead market coupling at the borders with 
Hungary and the Czech Republic. In addition, 
continuous intraday trade at the border with Italy 
was expanded. Figures show a considerable 
increase in trading activities since the transition. 
This means that as of 2021, on both the day-ahead 
and intraday market, efficient implicit allocation of 
cross-border capacity via the electricity exchanges 
is now in place at all APG’s borders with the 
exception of Switzerland. This coupling in the 
electricity markets is helping to optimise trading 
opportunities for Austrian market participants and 
ensure the best possible liquidity for the Austrian 
market. 

Increase and improvement in transparency 
APG is fully compliant with transparency require-
ments and ensures it meets all its publication and 
reporting obligations. 

In addition to the prohibition of insider trading and 
market manipulation, Regulation (EU) 1227/2011 
requires all market participants to publish inside 
information. The Regulation on Wholesale Energy 
Market Integrity and Transparency (REMIT) also 
requires Persons Professionally Arranging 
Transactions (PPATs) to monitor the market in light 
of the prohibition on insider trading and market 
manipulation and to notify the regulator if there 

are grounds to suspect a breach. In its role as a 
PPAT with regard to the organisation of the 
balancing energy market in Austria, APG once 
again fulfilled its monitoring and reporting 
obligations in 2021. 

Economic trends 

Earnings performance in 2021 
Operating profit – APG’s most important earnings 
ratio – rose significantly on the prior-year level of 
€70.2m to €121.8m.  

This result was positively impacted above all by the 
high level of investing activities and a resulting 
increase in the regulatory asset base (RAB). 2021 
was also marked by positive non-recurring effects 
attributable to social capital and interest rate 
adjustments. In addition, the high investment 
volume resulted in an increase in headcount and 
cost-reimbursement projects combined with a rise 
in operating costs, although these were strictly 
managed. 

Investing activities/RAB 
An adequate regulatory capital return was posted 
as a result of capital expenditure (net investment) 
of €338.6m, which represents the basis for the 
standard capital cost reimbursements. Massive 
annual investment led to an increase in the RAB 
from €1,691.5m to €1,920.2m, full utilisation of 
capacity across the Company and an increase in 
own work capitalised. 

Social capital 
The line items “Expenses for termination benefits” 
and “Cost of old age pensions” in the income 
statement show income of €8.0m. This figure is 
primarily attributable to actuarial gains of €10.9m. 
These gains can be explained by the adjustment in 
the interest rates for termination benefits from 
0.50% to 0.75%, pensions, burial benefits and 
anniversary bonuses from 0.75% to 1.00% and for 
supplementary health insurance from 0.75% to 
1.25%, plus the positive trend in the performance 
(10.80%) of pension plan assets (up €2.6m). 
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Liability for investment reserves (presented under 
the balance sheet item “Other liabilities”) 

The investment reserves represent regulatory 
liabilities from the past. These are reserves for past 
auction proceeds and were recognised once only in 
this form in order to bolster equity. The regulator 
recoups a tranche of this earmarked reserve each 
year. The provision recognised (including the 
interest component) serves to compensate the 
annual repayment obligation. As the interest rate 
for long-term obligations of 0.5% in 2020 
increased to 1.00% in 2021, the remeasurement of 
the liability for investment reserves resulted in a 
positive effect of €3.7m on net income. 

EPEX investment income 
Since 2015, APG has been a shareholder in the 
holding company for Gestionnaires de Réseau de 
Transport d’Électricité (HGRT), which consolidates 
all of the shares (49%) held by the TSOs (Elia, RTE, 
Swissgrid, Amprion, TenneT, APG) in the EPEX 
SPOT exchange. APG’s equity investment was an 
important milestone in Austria’s further integration 
into the Central and Western Europe electricity 
trading area. In 2021, it also generated investment 
income of €550.0k. 

“Systems, Processes, Integrated and Digitalised” 
(SPIDi) project 
In 2021, APG devoted considerable time and 
attention to activities around SAP S/4HANA and 
digitalisation. To ensure that this project is 
implemented efficiently and effectively, it is 
following the SAP Activate four-phase approach. 
The SAP Explore phase is now complete and the 
outcomes are as follows: 

» SAP-planned implementation of conceptual 
business model (APG’s future business focus 
and management) based on the existing value-
driver structure and additional SAP accounting 
assignment objects such as profit centre 
hierarchy and functional areas. 

» Decision criteria and recommended actions 
developed for the future migration scenario 
(brownfield versus greenfield). In the course of 
the project, APG opted for a greenfield 
approach. 

» All relevant information (scope of performance, 
costs, etc.) compiled and recommended actions 

stated (Private Cloud – SAP On-Premise). In the 
course of the project, APG opted for an on-
premise approach. 

» Solution scenarios developed to address pains 
and potential based on the S/4HANA release 
and illustrated in the solutions portfolio (as 
quick wins, among other things). 

» New SAP products evaluated and integrated 
into the target system architecture. 

» Roadmap (time schedule) and costing created 
for the S/4HANA transition. 

» Initiation of call for tenders for electronic invoice 
processing (software and services), and 
consulting services for the S/4HANA 
implementation phase. 

Because the scope of the project embraces all 
major business processes, close consultation is 
required with the VERBUND Group to ensure that, 
first and foremost, the processes for producing 
financial statements as well as consolidation and 
planning procedures are uniform and compliant 
with the ITO. The project will continue to support 
the business side as well as APG as a whole in 2022 
and the years ahead. 

“Energy Trading and Risk Management” (ETRM) 
project 
In line with APG’s trading company approach, 
ETRM will be the central trading platform for 
standardised logging and processing of all energy 
products. The project reached several key 
milestones in 2021: 

» Full integration of all grid loss and control power 
» Implementation of a new risk management 

reporting system 

Further key milestones for successful completion of 
the project will follow in 2022. 
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Legal developments 

Securing the electricity supply in Upper Austria 
(Central Region) 
On 29 November 2021, in partnership with Netz 
Oberösterreich GmbH (Netz OÖ) and LINZ 
NETZ GmbH (LINZ NETZ), APG submitted the 
“Securing the electricity supply in Upper Austria 
(Central Region)” project for an environmental 
impact assessment (EIA). The responsible 
environmental authorities are the Upper Austrian 
and Lower Austrian state governments. After 
submission, the EIA authorities verify that the 
documentation is complete and auditable. Once 
this completeness check is finished (probably in the 
first quarter of 2022), the EIA authorities will 
arrange for public participation and public 
disclosure of the documents to local municipalities 
and EIA authorities. The rest of the process will be 
carried out in line with the provisions of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Act 2000 
(Umweltverträglichkeitsprüfungsgesetz 2000, 
UVP-G 2000).  

Renewable Energy Development Act (EAG) 
The EAG legislation package was adopted by the 
National Council on 7 July 2021 after approval by 
the Federal Council, and announced in the Federal 
Law Gazette (BGBl. I No. 150/2021) on 
27 July 2021.  

The EAG is the legal framework for achieving 
European climate and energy targets, and is 
intended in particular to establish the Austrian 
federal government’s target of a 100% renewable 
electricity supply by 2030. It focuses on adapting 
the national subsidy system for renewable energy, 
with provisions aimed at maximising market 
integration of renewables and preventing any 
unnecessary distortion of competition. 

Along with amendments to the Renewable Energy 
Development Act, the EAG package amends nine 
additional Austrian laws including the Green 
Electricity Act (Ökostromgesetz, ÖSG), the 
Electricity Industry and Organisation Act 
(Elektrizitätswirtschafts- und -
organisationsgesetz, ElWOG), the Gas Industry Act 
(Gaswirtschaftsgesetz, GWG), the Energy 
Management Act (Energielenkungsgesetz, EnLG) 

and the Energy Regulatory Authorities Act 
(Energie-Control-Gesetz, E-ControlG).  

An initial amendment to the EAG was previously 
announced in the Federal Law Gazette 
BGBl. I No. 181/2021, mainly concerning the 
application of subsidies. 

Recognition of provisions for pending proceedings in 
the annual financial statements 

Supplementary billing of APG by TenneT for 
congestion management and redispatch 

In 2016, there was a legal amendment in Germany 
regarding power plant remuneration 
(Section 13a(2) of the German Energy Industry Act 
(Energiewirtschaftsgesetz, EnWG) in conjunction 
with Section 5), based on which opportunity costs 
can be billed retrospectively back to 2013. TenneT 
was therefore required by the Federal Network 
Agency for Electricity, Gas, Telecommunications, 
Post and Railway (Bundesnetzagentur, BNetzA) to 
enter into an agreement with APG on a waiver of 
the statute of limitations for any resulting claims 
back to 2013.  

Owing to a difference of legal opinion between the 
parties concerning the start of the limitation 
period, an agreement was ultimately reached on 
17 September 2021. The agreement clarifies that 
claims for redispatch measures before 1 July 2017 
definitely fall under the statute of limitations. APG 
waived the statute for later claims up to the end of 
2022.  

The agreement was coordinated with the ECA and 
BNetzA and the requirements expressed by the 
ECA were taken into account. 

Actions seeking compensation for economic 
disadvantages resulting from a reduction in wind 
power feed-in 

As claimants invoking Section 23(9) of ElWOG 
2010, several wind farm operators are seeking 
appropriate compensation from APG for the 
economic disadvantages resulting from a reduction 
in wind power feed-in.  

APG believes that there is no contractual claim, nor 
can such a claim be derived from the law, as the 
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instruction from APG as control area manager was 
not issued directly to the producer, but to the 
distribution system operator, which in turn ordered 
the wind farm operators feeding into the grid to 
reduce feed-in.  

The claim brought by several wind farm operators 
was dismissed in the court of first instance, which 
found in favour of APG’s legal opinion. The 
claimants lodged an appeal. In parallel proceedings 
a conflicting decision was given by the court of 
second instance; APG lodged an appeal against 
this. 

The outcome of the proceedings is still pending. 

Further court proceedings 
Aside from the above, there were no significant 
court proceedings in 2021. 

Regulatory developments 

The regulatory method used by APG is a 
combination of the cost-plus and revenue cap 
models. Based on the most recently available 
annual financial statements and the investment 
planning, reasonable costs are established as part 
of the annual cost-finding process. Furthermore, 
differences between budgeted and actual 
revenues are rolled up based on statutory 
provisions. The RAB represents the basis for the 
standard capital cost reimbursements and records 
a risk-adjusted regulatory capital return. 

Tariff review 2021 
In this year’s process, the weighted average cost of 
capital (WACC) was again set with reference to 
establishing a multi-year rate of 4.88% before tax 
and confirmed until the end of the WACC/regula-
tory period on 31 December 2022. In addition, a 
mark-up of 0.32% was offered as an incentive for 
new investments (excluding operating and office 
equipment). 

The tariff basis for APG’s gross and net tariffs at 
levels 1 and 2 increased by 11% year-on-year to 
€335.6m. The overall tariff basis, including level 3 
costs, grid loss and system services, rose by 17% 
compared with the previous year to around 
€413.9m.  

The increase in costs is mainly attributable to a 
higher level of investing activities and a significant 
revision for earlier revenue losses in the regulatory 
account. Cost increases were also fuelled by higher 
prices on the energy markets in the second half of 
the year. This trend is stark in the basis for the 
system loss charge at all three levels, which rose 
from the previous year's low level by 47% to around 
€42.9m. 

“New Regulatory System” project 
Historically, the key factors in the energy system 
were expansion and grid infrastructure provision. 
Consequently, the emphasis of the current 
regulatory system for APG lies purely on 
incentivising capital expenditure through the 
WACC. APG believes a paradigm shift is required. 
The energy transition, ongoing market integration 
and the increasing challenges in system stability 
demand a regulatory system that also incentivises 
and promotes new, innovative, smart solutions. 
This is the only way for the regulatory framework to 
achieve an optimum overall economic outcome.  

In 2020, in collaboration with consultancy firm 
NERA, APG initiated a proposal for a new 
regulatory model emphasising APG’s role as market 
facilitator and enabler in achieving the energy 
transition. In 2021, we gradually moved closer to 
implementing the solutions and held initial 
discussions with energy market stakeholders and 
players.  

We also commissioned a WACC expert opinion 
covering recommendations and new approaches 
for extrapolating regulatory capital costs based on 
general financial theory, practice-oriented finance 
literature, and assessment-specific information 
and decisions from other international regulatory 
authorities. At European level, ENTSO-E published 
a discussion paper1) with considerable support 
from APG, emphasising the need to adapt tariff 
regulation so that it safeguards financing for 
transmission system operators. In November 2021, 
in cooperation with German transmission system 
operator TransnetBW, we hosted a one-day 
conference to discuss forthcoming challenges for 
transmission grids and potential regulatory 
solutions. Experts from APG and TransnetBW were 
joined by the Austrian regulator ECA and the 
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German regulator Federal Network Agency for 
Electricity, Gas, Telecommunications, Post and 
Railway (Bundesnetzagentur, BNetzA). In autumn, 
APG took part in the European “Total Cost 
Benchmarking 21” (TCB21) initiative along with 15 
other TSOs. APG takes account of these 
benchmarking results – which are expected in the 
second half of 2022 – when setting individual 
efficiency values.  

In 2022, the ECA will finalise the specifics of the 
new WACC/regulatory period starting on 
1 January 2023. In the run-up to this, we anticipate 
intensive discussions on the individual regulatory 
parameters with the regulator and other APG 
stakeholders. 

1) https://eepublicdownloads.entsoe.eu/clean-documents/mc-
documents/210414_Financeability.pdf 

 

International activities 

APG as an initiator and key contributor in the 
coordinated operation of European electricity supply 
systems 
In 2021, APG was re-elected as Chair of the 
ENTSO-E System Operations Committee, affirming 
its leading role in the coordinated operation of 
European systems. Through this high-level office, 
plus active involvement at all levels and on all 
relevant European (ENTSO-E) and regional 
(Regional Security Coordinator TSCNET and 
CorNet) committees, APG is playing a key part in 
the implementation of CEP operational 
requirements, the progress of the energy 
transition and system resilience. 

One of the most important milestones in the 
history of interconnected European operation was 
the go-live of the Common Grid Model (CGM) for 
all European TSOs on 8 December 2021. For the 
first time in history, the CGM now provides a 
common platform for data and information 
exchange via ultra-secure, high-speed data cables 
throughout continental Europe, regardless of 
political borders. This is the basis for implementing 
additional services from regional coordination 
centres to TSOs over the coming years, including 
regionally coordinated grid security analysis and 

the calculation of cross-border line capacities as 
well as load coverage forecasts and regional 
shutdown planning coordination. The CGM is 
therefore pivotal not just to better and more 
reliable operational planning but to operational 
security and more effective support for the energy 
transition. 

A further step towards grid-operator coordination 
at all voltages and network levels is the progress of 
the Network Code on Cyber Security – a new 
European legal standard defining IT security 
standards and the protection of critical IT 
infrastructure against cyberattacks in cooperation 
with ENTSO-E and the newly established 
association for all European distribution system 
operators, the EU DSO Entity. Following public 
consultations, this new legal standard is expected 
to enter into force in mid-2022. 

CEP – new energy legislation comes into force  
The Internal Electricity Market Regulation and 
Directive entered into force on 4 July 2019.  

70 per cent rule 
Of particular importance is the provision that 
became effective on 1 January 2020 requiring 70% 
of transmission capacity (taking account of 
operational security and contingencies) to be made 
available for cross-border trading. Like most 
European countries, Austria requested another 
temporary exemption in this case, which was 
approved by the ECA for the duration of 2021.  

In the course of implementing this 70 per cent rule, 
or implementing the measures associated with the 
exemption, the new capacity calculation and 
validation models developed in 2021 were tested, 
integrated into the process flow and put into 
operation. Consequently, as of summer 2021, the 
minimum capacity requirement is factored into 
operational and security-critical processes for 
capacity calculation. Also, in April 2021 we signed a 
cross-border redispatch agreement with the 
Hungarian transmission system operator.  

To enable APG to address other factors beyond its 
control, such as loop flows from other countries, we 
requested a corresponding exemption in the core 
capacity calculation region again for 2022. The ECA 
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granted the exemption in December 2021 after 
consultation with the relevant European CCR Core 
regulators and a subsequent review. Exemptions 
are also required in numerous other European 
countries in 2022.  

The action plan released in December 2020 by the 
Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, 
Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology (BMK) 
includes the grid expansion and upgrade projects 
that are especially important for the increase in 
grid capacity required over the long term, and 
numerous other measures to improve or enhance 
national and international congestion management 
with a view to achieving the minimum capacity of 
70% required by the Internal Electricity Market 
Regulation for cross-border electricity trading by 
the end of 2025. We have already implemented 
most of the grid expansion and upgrade projects 
listed for 2021 – such as upgrading the Tauern–
Weißenbach line, implementing dynamic line rating 
on the Tauern–Weißenbach and West Tyrol–
Zell/Ziller lines and at the border with St. Peter, 
Germany, and putting into operation a new, third 
380/220-kV transformer in Lienz. Individual 
measures are still in the process of implementation.  

CEP, Green Deal and Fit for 55 
The implementation of the CEP legal requirements 
made additional important headway in 2021. The 
first European Resource Adequacy Assessment 
(ERAA) report was issued, assessing the pan-
European adequacy of resources in the internal 
market for electricity. ERAA aims to help promote 
reliable, sustainable, interconnected development 
of the European electricity system and to counter 
misgivings about adequacy over the long term. 
There was also further progress in drawing up the 
tasks of the Regional Security Coordinators (RSCs).  

However, by publishing the Green Deal in 2019 and 
its resulting extensive legislative package, Fit for 
55, the European Commission had already paved 
the way for extensive legal changes in the energy 
sector. Thirteen legislative measures were 
proposed in all – five new laws and eight 
amendments to existing acts – to step up the fight 
against climate change. Another gas and 
decarbonisation package was also put forward in 
December as the basis for an affordable zero-

carbon gas supply by 2050. Hydrogen is set to see 
far-reaching changes. The legislation establishes 
the foundation for a pan-European hydrogen 
market.  

In 2021, European institutions held intensive 
negotiations on revising the TEN-E infrastructure 
regulation, and reached a consensus at the end of 
the year. The new regulations include plans for a 
revised governance framework aimed at improving 
the infrastructure planning process, thus moving a 
step closer to meeting climate targets and 
integrating the energy system. 
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Asset management 

Our energy system in a state of upheaval 
The electricity system is undergoing massive 
changes due to the common consensus in Europe – 
and thus in Austria too – to take action to protect 
the climate. The expansion of renewable energy 
sources (RES) is being accelerated to comply with 
climate change legislation and to help make the 
energy transition a reality. The increasing 
electrification of the mobility and heating sectors in 
combination with the massive expansion of RES 
represents an important step towards achieving 
CO2 reduction targets. There have also been some 
developments in this regard in the industrial and 
commercial sectors. 

The need for appropriate efforts to protect the 
world’s climate is also reflected in the Austrian 
Government Programme 2020–2024 and the new 
Renewable Energy Development Act (EAG, Federal 
Law Gazette BGBl., 27 July 2021). The EAG sets 
extensive requirements for RES expansion in 
Austria by 2030, with the integration of an 
additional 19 GW of RES generation capacity and a 
100% renewable electricity supply, plus climate 
neutrality in Austria by 2040. APG has a key role to 
play in achieving these climate policy targets, as a 
secure and efficient power system is essential to 
the success of the energy transition and to the 
electricity market.  

The rapid expansion of RES has had a 
transformative effect on the way the system 
behaves: generation from RES exhibits a relatively 
high degree of volatility and is dependent on 
primary energy sources, i.e. water, wind and 
sunshine, whereas production at conventional 
(mainly thermal) power plants was previously 
guided by electricity consumption. Moreover, 
energy flows are now determined by market 
activity, supply and demand and pricing on the 
electricity market and electricity exchanges in 
combination with import and export.  

Over the course of 2021, we saw an unpredictable 
rise in raw material and fuel prices (e.g. gas) which 
led to a significant increase in energy prices and 
therefore electricity prices. The political will to 
reduce or eliminate raw materials dependencies in 

the energy sector also underlines the need for 
more expansion in domestic RES generation (as 
well as climate protection). Consequently, and 
primarily through the EAG, there was another 
strong push for RES expansion in 2021, which 
means even higher grid volatility to come, and 
above all, the need for additional grid capacity. 
However, thermal power plants (mainly gas power 
plants for load coverage and congestion 
management purposes) are still needed to cover 
periods of insufficient RES supply and to ensure 
back-up options are on hand to safeguard grid 
operations (cf. congestion prevention). 

Alongside enhancements and the urgent 
expansion of the power grid, new flexibility options 
(e.g. sector coupling, power-to-gas, etc.) are 
required in order to meet the ambitious 2030 
targets set out in Austria’s climate and energy 
strategy – including the gradual decarbonisation of 
industry and, above all, the intention to cover 
100% of total national electricity consumption (net 
energy balance) with RES. APG believes that 
electricity and energy storage systems and the use 
of new, innovative technologies will also be of 
major importance in future. 

Network Development Plan: a sustainable and 
optimised grid concept 
APG prepares and publishes a Network 
Development Plan (current version: NDP 2021) that 
includes input from market participants and 
distribution system operators. This is based on the 
long-term forecasts contained in the European 
Union’s Ten-Year Network Development Plan 
(TYNDP) prepared by ENTSO-E with the assistance 
of APG (see http://tyndp.entsoe.eu). The TYNDP 
paints a detailed picture of the grid infrastructure 
projects that will be necessary over the next ten 
years along with their needs and benefits.  

Preparation of a Network Development Plan (NDP) 
is a legal requirement under ElWOG 2010. It must 
be based on sound scenario assumptions and 
detailed grid analyses as well as the grid access and 
customer projects requested by APG. The NDP 
ensures that grid expansion requirements and the 
necessary grid investments are set out, consulted 
on and published in a transparent manner. The 
NDP 2021 covers 46 projects in the planning period 
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from 2022 to 2031 and was approved in an official 
notice issued by the ECA. It is published online by 
APG (www.apg.at/en/Stromnetz/Netz-
entwicklung) and is also available on the ECA 
website. The expansion provided for in the 
NDP 2021 can be broken down as follows:  

» Around 240 km of new transmission lines, 
110 km of line conversions to higher voltage 
levels and 290 km of general 
overhauls/upgrades to existing power lines 

» An additional 20 substations by 2030 to 
improve the connections between distribution 
grids, and the expansion of existing substations 
plus around 50 transformers with a total 
capacity of 18,000 MVA  

» Extensive projects in addition to age-related 
switching station overhauls and upgrades 

The NDP 2021 envisages a structured, targeted 
expansion of APG’s transmission grid in Austria. 
The projects and measures in the plan are geared in 
particular towards serving energy market trends 
(primarily the integration of RES and new power 
plants in the grid, grid access for distribution 
system operators, EAG and climate change targets, 
market integration, and so on). It includes plans for 
20 new substations as well as the expansion of 
existing switching stations, the general overhaul of 
220-kV lines, and further expansion of the 380-kV 
grid (e.g. the 380-kV ring). This aims to ensure RES 
integration in Austria and to improve the 
connection between the south and west of the 
country with pumped storage power plants, along 
with high-performance connections to load 
centres in Austria and neighbouring countries.  

In order to create an efficient, high-capacity grid 
infrastructure, APG is following the principle of 
putting the optimisation of the existing grid before 
enhancements and expansion (the NOVA 
principle). Accordingly, opportunities to optimise 
the grid, especially on existing routes, are exploited 
before new power line routes are planned and 
developed. 

Overall investment volumes 
The projects in the Network Development Plan 
represent an investment volume of over €3.5bn by 
2031. Since studies conducted at the Graz 
University of Technology and the Austrian Institute 
for Industrial Research (IWI) show that APG’s 
projects will add up to 70% in value for the 
Austrian economy, their implementation will not 
only provide significant economic stimulus, but also 
permanently safeguard Austria as a business 
location. According to these studies, every billion 
euros invested in the APG grid will create around 
10,000 jobs in Austria. This economic stimulus is of 
major importance in overcoming the COVID-19 
crisis in particular.  

The following sections describe APG’s principal line 
projects. 

Salzburg line project (St. Peter–Tauern) 
The commissioning of the 114 km-long 380-kV 
Salzburg line between the Salzburg and Tauern 
substations/network nodes will represent a 
significant step in establishing high-capacity 
connections from Austria’s major (pumped 
storage) power plant sites to the country’s load 
centres and metropolitan areas. The Salzburg line 
will enable power plants in eastern Austria feeding 
in renewable energy (especially wind and solar) to 
interact with the pumped storage power plants 
and thus facilitate the storage of surplus RES or 
the provision of balancing services in the event of 
deviations in forecasts. Without the Salzburg line, 
Austria’s climate change targets (cf. EAG) for the 
electricity sector are unachievable. 

The project has been in the implementation phase 
since October 2019 and construction is 
progressing on schedule. The Supreme Administra-
tive Court (VwGH) ultimately granted the final 
approval for the project in October 2020. The 
Salzburg line is due to go into operation in the 
second quarter of 2025. Due to the massive delays 
in the approval process and in order to offset the 
negative effects of the delay in commissioning the 
line, APG has had to introduce additional 
contingency measures aimed at increasing grid 
security and reducing congestion management. In 
addition to other completed measures, conductors 
on the 220-kV line from Tauern to Weißenbach 
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were replaced in 2021, as the delays on the 
Salzburg line have also pushed back the general 
overhaul planned on this now 70-year-old line. 

Germany line project (St. Peter–national border) 
The 380-kV Germany line from St. Peter to the 
national border will be a highly efficient 
interconnecting line on an optimised route. The 
removal of the two existing 220-kV lines 
permanently eases the burden on local residential 
areas. The project facilitates the optimised 
interaction of RES in north-western Europe and 
Germany with Austria’s load centres and pumped 
storage power plants. The Germany line therefore 
plays a key role in the European energy transition. 
APG has already started work on the construction 
of the nearly 3 km-long 380-kV line to the German 
border. Due to ongoing delays in the German 
approval process, commissioning for this project 
has been pushed back again and is now planned 
for 2026/2027. 

Weinviertel line project 
The integration of renewable energy sources – 
especially wind and solar – in the Weinviertel region 
requires the replacement of the 220-kV line dating 
from the 1950s. The new Weinviertel line is an 
important project for the expansion of wind power 
in eastern Lower Austria. To this end, as of 2019, 
APG has been building a highly efficient, 380-kV 
line along an optimised route from the Seyring 
junction to the new Zaya 380/220-kV substation 
and a new 220-kV connection to the national 
border. Construction of the line and the substation 
are on schedule and the 380-kV line will be put 
into operation in summer 2022. The old 220-kV 
line, which was in need of renovation, will 
subsequently be dismantled, easing the burden on 
residential areas and on important nature reserves 
and bird sanctuaries over the long term. 

Central Upper Austria project 
Electricity in Central Upper Austria is currently 
supplied by a 110-kV line that is not designed to 
meet the future requirements of the region and 
the Linz metropolitan area. Electricity consumption 
in Central Upper Austria is set to rise in the coming 
years due to the dynamic pace of development and 
economic growth in the region. Progressive 
electrification, industrial process changes with a 
view to decarbonisation (especially electricity-
based steel production) and an increasing number 
of consumers testify to these trends. RES 
expansion under the EAG and the necessary 
transport for green electricity are also driving the 
need to expand the regional electricity 
infrastructure.  

The plan is to construct a 220-kV supply ring to 
replace the 110-kV grid supply. This local 220-kV 
ring will link the Ernsthofen, Pichling, Hütte Süd, 
Wegscheid and Kronstorf substations. Example 
measures in the plan agreed between the grid 
operators include replacing existing lines and 
converting voltages from 110 kV to 220 kV on 
sections of lines already designed for the latter, 
and expanding and converting eight substations. 
Changing to the 220-kV voltage level will enable 
more electrical power and energy to be 
transmitted, creating a secure, efficient and 
powerful electricity supply for Central Upper 
Austria. The project was submitted for an 
environmental impact assessment at the end of 
November 2021. Pending successful approval, 
implementation is planned from 2024 to 
2030/2031, with certain construction phases  
(e.g. the 220/110-kV Hütte Süd substation) 
scheduled to be put into operation as of 2026. 
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Reschen Pass project 
APG’s existing connecting line between Austria 
(Lienz/East Tyrol) and Italy (Soverzene) dates back 
to 1953 and is no longer able to handle the 
requirements of today’s European electricity 
market. The increasing generation of hydropower 
in Austria’s western Alpine region (primarily 
pumped storage power plants), the ongoing 
expansion of wind power and developments in 
Italy’s energy market (including massive RES 
expansion), require higher capacity between 
Austria and Italy. A new 220-kV connection from 
Nauders/Reschen Pass to Premadio (in the 
Lombardy region) will enable an additional 
connection with higher capacity between APG and 
TERNA transmission grids. Construction is on 
schedule and the project should be put into 
operation in late autumn 2023. A general overhaul 
of the 220-kV line from Lienz to Italy is also 
planned for completion by the end of the decade. 

Other projects and maintenance capital expenditures 
APG is also planning extensive maintenance capex 
to modernise and improve substations and lines at 
the 220-kV and 110-kV grid levels (see also APG 
Network Development Plan 2021). When 
improvements and enhancements are considered 
to existing switching stations, the end result can be 
extensive renovation, particularly in the case of 
older systems, or, often, replacement for the 
purpose of optimising switching stations from a 
technical and economic viewpoint. In addition, old 
220-kV lines require extensive renovation and 
general overhauls. Besides the investments in grid 
expansion projects, significant APG resources will 
also be needed in the coming years for 
maintenance capex and grid modernisation 
measures on existing switching stations and lines. 

Use of innovative technologies in system conversions 
Replacing existing switching stations on site poses 
significant challenges, as the new switching 
stations must be built in the same spot while 
systems are in operation. APG uses new, innovative 
technologies to reduce downtime and to restrict 
grid operations as little as possible, thus ensuring 
reliable operation and security of supply during the 
conversion phase. Mobile 110-kV switching station 
containers employing GIS technology and 
temporary cables are being used for the 110-kV 

replacements in the Ernsthofen and Bisamberg 
switching stations. This allows existing open-air 
sections to be connected in very small spaces to 
create larger, cohesive open construction spaces 
and thus reduce construction time. APG is working 
with industry partners to enhance this for the 220-
kV voltage level and will be putting it into practice 
for the first time when replacing the 220-kV 
system in Ernsthofen. Substation projects are also 
making increasing use of new technologies such as 
laser scanning in order to maintain digital images, 
plans and system documentation. 

In addition, APG has launched the 
“Digital substation” project, which, among other 
things, uses intelligent sensors to identify new 
options for monitoring existing equipment at 
substations. Together with new communication 
protocols, this aims to improve the evaluation of 
equipment and optimisation options for 
maintenance work and replacement intervals. 
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Digitalisation arrives on APG’s large construction sites 
How do you maintain an overview on line 
construction sites that extend over large distances, 
where a number of different companies are 
working alongside one another, hundreds of 
people are employed in different roles and several 
hundred requirements and measures need to be 
observed? The solution lies in cutting-edge data 
management and the answer to the question of 
how, in a digital world, the necessary information 
can be transmitted as quickly as possible and with 
little effort to the people who need it. This opens 
up further opportunities to produce detailed and 
complete construction and system documentation. 

Large linear infrastructure construction projects go 
on generating vast quantities of data for years. It is 
therefore essential to prepare, structure and store 
those data correctly. Conversely, errors in data 
storage and retention can cause significant costs. 
On its two large Weinviertel line and Salzburg line 
projects, APG therefore worked with partners to 
develop a comprehensive construction 
documentation system called ProlisBau. This tool is 
an agile piece of software that is continuously 
developed in the course of the project in close 
consultation with all project members. Installed on 
the smartphones and PCs of employees, this 
software ensures that the project is implemented 
as decided and according to schedule and its 
implementation is documented. Analogue forms 
have been replaced with standardised digital 
processes. The data and information captured “in 
the field” on the construction sites using mobile 
devices and smartphones are transferred to the 
central systems and can be retrieved from the 
central data archives at any location. 

Project environment management 
In all projects, APG deals at length with the diverse 
demands and needs of the stakeholders involved. 
In 2021, as far as COVID-19 restrictions would 
allow, project environment management focused 
once again on direct dialogue with community 
representatives, landowners and stakeholders. 
Besides our policy of transparent information on 
the status of current projects, activities included 
managing measures planned in connection with 
projects. APG aims to wind up future approval 
processes for large projects quickly and efficiently 

by working as constructively as possible with 
stakeholders, based on rigorous and proactive 
management of the various stakeholders locally. 
This requires sensitivity, transparency and an 
awareness of social responsibility. In line with the 
responsibility we bear for the reliability of Austria’s 
electricity system, APG will continue to apply these 
guiding principles on future projects. 

Corporate social responsibility 

APG commits to the principles of sustainable action 
in its Code of Conduct. The foundation is a 
corporate policy that respects economic 
requirements as well as ecological limits and strives 
for social equilibrium. 

Similar to prior years, an integrated annual report is 
prepared for calendar year 2021 that includes the 
topic of sustainability. As a wholly owned 
subsidiary of VERBUND, APG also makes a 
contribution to its integrated annual report. This 
corresponds to the latest requirements under the 
Austrian Sustainability and Diversity Improvement 
Act (NaDiVeG) and the GRI Standards of the Global 
Reporting Initiative. APG takes environmental 
protection measures in the areas of route 
management, species protection and biodiversity. 
The main key performance indicators (KPIs) for 
2021 are presented below: 

Purchases of electricity from the grid for internal 
consumption for office buildings with 
guarantees of origin from 100% hydropower 
(not from the billing of operating costs; 
calculation period 1 May 2020 to 30 April 2021) 

142.796 MWh 

APG own use  28.586 GWh 

System losses, grid level 1 674 GWh 
Water consumption 6,680 m³ 
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Scope 3 emissions are those arising from activities 
not directly controlled by the Company (such as 
business trips and waste management). 

In terms of harmful emissions due to business trips, 
APG’s Scope 3 emissions were low again in 2021 
due to COVID-19 and the ongoing extensive use of 
videoconferencing. The table below shows APG’s 
year-on-year Scope 3 emissions in relation to 
business trips:  

 2020 2021 

Business trips by train 1 t CO2 0.5 t CO2 
Business trips by plane 135 t CO2 126 t CO2 

Business trips by car 156 t CO2 179 t CO2 

 

New environmental laws and regulations are 
among the subjects presented in quarterly 
newsletters and at annual legal workshops and the 
effects on APG are discussed by a panel of experts. 
If it is necessary to take action, appropriate steps 
are taken to implement the requirements. 

Success factor personnel 

Development measures 
Expectations, goals and training needs are 
coordinated in annual performance reviews to 
ensure a common direction and goal-oriented, 
consistent professional and personal development. 
This helps employees to carry out their work in the 
best way possible, aligned with the Company’s 
strategy and in the Company’s best interests.  

Additional joint development programmes are 
offered to those with management responsibilities 
and in the context of Company-wide training 
measures, such as the Meister training programme 
for master tradespersons in existence since 2017, 
the management development programme 
launched in 2018, the next-level leadership 
programme initiated in 2021, the kick-off for the 
talent management programme and the training 
sessions in preparation for 2021 performance 
reviews, focused on “Management in the COVID-19 
and home working era”.  

Following its launch, the “SK 1920 – Safety culture 
at APG” project introduced training and continuing 
education workshops for managers and appraisers 
and was maintained in 2021.  

In autumn 2021, we conducted a Great Place to 
Work (GPtW) employee survey to identify new 
development needs and action requirements. This 
will be followed up in 2022 once the results are 
available. 

Creating a positive setting 
To bring about a more positive environment, e.g. 
with home working and flexible hours as well as 
support for paternity leave and granting fathers a 
month of “family time” after the birth of a baby, 
efforts are also made to help employees maintain a 
balance between work and family and to support 
them with respect to working hours that match 
their personal biorhythms. 2019 saw successful re-
certification and praise for the Company in terms 
of work-life balance from the Federal Ministry. The 
assessment process also instigated the creation of 
new improvement targets. The possibility for 
marginal employment during parental leave was 
additionally introduced in this context.  

To safeguard succession planning, the number of 
young skilled workers was increased and career 
paths were adjusted where deemed necessary to 
meet the needs of the labour market.  

In addition, the structure of team leader and expert 
career paths were revised in order to show the 
various paths clearly.  

In order to ensure compliance with the stringent 
security requirements for operators of critical 
infrastructure, extended security checks were also 
introduced for new entrants in relevant functions 
as part of a Company-wide security project. Under 
a multiannual digitalisation roadmap, personnel 
administration processes are gradually being 
converted to digital workflows, thus also 
expanding self-service options ongoing. 
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Cross-functional understanding 
Cross-functional understanding is promoted by 
holding joint events, such as our two highly 
effective internal workshops “Our network – from 
design concept to reliable operation” and “From 
the basic idea of deregulation to current market 
design”, and by providing for targeted job 
rotations of limited duration between departments 
and manager meetings and closed-door sessions, 
so as to facilitate better inter-departmental 
collaboration. Non-HR topics, such as strategy or 
lessons learned from the coronavirus, were also 
developed in cross-departmental working groups.  

Promotion of young talent and personnel 
development 

The continuous promotion of young talent in the 
sense of proactive personnel planning is important 
to us. For example, to effectively counter the long-
term shortage of skilled workers in the labour 
market, several years ago APG made an important 
contribution towards ensuring highly trained 
young skilled workers with the roll-out of its 
apprentice programme. APG thus succeeded in 
placing the right number of young skilled workers 
at the right time. To support the implementation of 
APG’s strategy as effectively as possible, we ran a 
comprehensive employer branding project 
alongside the necessary recruitment activities. 

Co-determination 
Integration of the employee representatives above 
and beyond the legal requirements results in an 
extremely cooperative working environment and 
leads to decisions and measures being supported 
by the employees with understanding.  

Regular dissemination of current information to 
employees guarantees cooperation and innovation. 

Focus on occupational safety 
Safety is of primary importance in all of APG’s 
activities and at all of its construction sites. 
Accordingly, safety and health plans are drawn up 
for all projects, contracting firms receive a 
comprehensive briefing in all areas and the working 
premises are regularly inspected by the 
construction site coordinator. Documentation of 
these tasks is reproduced in APG’s document 
management system. The high level of safety and 
health of our employees as well as external 
contractors is ensured by way of intensive training 
sessions, seminars and an active exchange of 
experience. Close collaboration with the labour 
inspectorates and the Austrian General Accident 
Insurance Institution (AUVA) is also an important 
part of these measures. 

With a total of five reportable accidents in 2021 
(one commuting accident, four workplace 
accidents), APG maintained the previous year’s 
level. The accident rate (number of accidents per 
1,000 employees) is slightly lower than for 2020 
due to an increase in headcount. However, we saw 
an increase in days lost on account of reportable 
accidents. Thus, although there were no serious 
accidents, the severity of the injuries was higher in 
2021.     

Since 2018, the Lost Time Injury Frequency (LTIF) 
ratio has been included in the accident statistics. 
The LTIF ratio reflects the percentage of workplace 
accidents involving time away from work per one 
million work hours. The calculation includes all 
workplace accidents resulting in absences of one 
day or more (excluding accidents on the way to or 
from work), and includes accidents suffered by 
contractors. When the ratio is being computed, the 
hours clocked by external companies working on 
behalf of APG at APG workplaces and their 
accident events are taken into account. The LTIF 
for 2021 was 7.41. 

In order to permanently improve the accident 
trend, job instructions will once again place special 
emphasis on the risk of slipping, stumbling and 
falling accidents as part of the 2021 safety priority 
programme. The SK1920 safety culture project, 
launched in 2018, is also designed to have a 
positive effect on the accident rate by promoting 
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awareness of occupational safety. Increasing 
emphasis is placed on potential hazards when 
instructions are being issued to agency staff and 
external personnel. APG’s health and fitness 
programme is also intended to play a role in further 
reducing the severity of accidents. 

Following on from its evaluation of work-related 
psychological stress produced in summer of 2016, 
APG continues to publish information concerning 
all aspects of this topic on a regular basis via the 
intranet. 

SK 1920 safety culture programme 
APG has set itself the goal of intensively fostering 
a culture of safety in order to become one of the 
leading companies with regard to safety – both 
nationally and internationally. To achieve this, the 
SK1920 safety culture programme was launched as 
a dedicated project scheduled to run for 
approximately three years, followed by continued 
integration into everyday business practices. Along 
with employee protection, the project aims to 
increase understanding of property protection, fire 
prevention and IT security as important corporate 
objectives. 

The project’s focus in 2021 was on continuing to 
train safety coaches and holding special workshops 
for managers and team leaders. Here, the safety 
coaches were trained to ensure that safety 
regulations are ever-present in daily work, while 
the focus of the manager training was on 
integrating safety into work assignments, 
awareness-raising/sensitisation and control 
through presence. To build on this initial progress, 
further measures under the slogan “safe and 
healthy together” will be put in place that will 
eventually lead to a safety-first mentality taking 
permanent root at APG. 

Integrated management system (IMS) 
All of APG’s sites and lines are certified under the 
current ISO 14001 (international environmental 
management systems), ISO 9001 (international 
quality management systems), ISO 45001 (safety 
and health management systems) and ISO 27001 
(information security management) standards. 
Annual internal and external audits of the IMS 
contribute to a continuous process of improvement 

in all areas and provide valuable guidance on 
optimising processes. The certified management 
system also increases organisational stability and 
legal certainty in the Company and raises 
awareness. 

In 2021, the re-certification of the IMS and the 
successful transition from OHSAS 18001 to 
ISO 45001 was validated by SystemZert auditors. 
The information security management system 
(ISMS) was examined by Certification & Information 
Security Services GmbH (CIS) and APG’s 
overarching management system was audited for 
compliance with prevailing standards. 

The audits found high levels of acceptance and 
engagement at APG with respect to the 
specifications of the IMS. Employees are 
exceedingly conscious of risk and opportunity, and 
the specified internal control mechanisms are very 
well established.  

All certificates in the areas of environment, quality, 
safety, health and information security remain in 
effect. 

Sustainable habitat management 

Responsibility for nature 
In addition to focusing on the technical and 
economic criteria, APG is increasingly called on to 
respond to the growing importance of 
environmental protection in the planning, 
implementation and maintenance of overhead 
lines. This involves taking into consideration the 
varied expectations and requirements of the 
relevant authorities, the landowners, the 
community, different stakeholders (e.g. agriculture 
and forestry, environmental protection, hunting, 
tourism) as well as APG itself so that flexible and 
integrated approaches can be found for needs-
based and optimised solutions. 

Back in 1997, APG had initiated a research project 
for ecological and economical line maintenance. In 
this project, which ran from 1997 until 1999, four 
model routes were analysed by different disciplines 
to determine their environmental and socio-
economic value as well as their ecological 
integration into the landscape. With the 
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“Sustainable route management” project, the 
content of this work was continued, expanded to 
APG’s entire transmission grid and integrated into 
route management. Consequently, APG already 
has 20 years of experience in sustainable habitat 
management and makes a significant contribution 
to the use of line routes and substations as 
habitats for (endangered) native species of plants 
and animals.  

APG and its partners also support numerous 
species protection projects with the aim of 
improving the habitat of avifauna and making line 
systems suitable as habitats for birds such as the 
saker falcon, the Ural owl or the red kite; this 
project is briefly outlined below: 

LIFE EUROKITE nature project (red kite) 
This extensive international/national project to 
develop the population of the red kite was set up in 
response to an inexplicable fall in numbers in 
Austria and Germany at the same time as the 
species’ population in France and Switzerland is 
growing. To obtain a precise overview of the 
distribution of the birds of prey, the examination 
also considers the Red List species eastern imperial 
eagle, saker falcon, peregrine falcon and white-
tailed eagle. The red kite is generally exposed to 
the following threats: direct/indirect poisoning, 
habitat loss, intensive land use, low breeding 
success, electrocution, wind turbines, traffic and 
illegal shooting. 

The project therefore aims to: 

» analyse the impact of human-caused mortality in 
the red kite and four other birds of prey; 

» plan and implement countermeasures that 
directly target the causes of mortality;  

» collect data on habitat use in Central Europe, 
with a focus on Austria and Germany. 

To obtain reliable data, some 500 red kites and 
around 100 other birds of prey are fitted with 
transmitters so that their activity can be monitored 
continuously. Should a bird die, it can be found 
very quickly in order for the cause of mortality to be 
scientifically determined. The findings will be used 
to develop and possibly implement counter-
strategies. 

The project is primarily an Austro-German initiative. 
The large number of other participating countries 
is due to the birds’ considerable mobility 
(mortalities can be expected all over Europe). The 
main partner is Germany’s Nature and Biodiversity 
Conservation Union (NABU) because the biggest 
red kite population (50%) is in Germany. Why the 
populations in Central Europe (AT/CZ/SK/HU) are 
not growing faster is unclear; given the increase in 
Switzerland, this can only be explained by human-
caused problems. It is precisely in this respect that 
the project will provide explanations and initiate 
countermeasures. 

Benefits for APG: 

» APG can implement and co-finance measures for 
which commitments have already been made as 
part of other projects. 

» Voluntary implementation of measures on 
overhead lines makes related legal regulations 
(as is the case in DE and ES) unnecessary. By 
taking voluntary action, APG can co-determine/ 
direct the process and is itself not dictated by 
legal regulations.  

» In the (future) discussion about striking a 
balance between nature conservation and 
energy supply, APG will have high-quality data 
and facts at its disposal and be able to counter 
emotionally driven and flawed arguments much 
more effectively. 

» As part of an overall sustainability strategy, the 
project can be used to position APG positively 
with regard to nature conservation and species 
protection. Especially in regions where APG is 
active in construction and possible impacts on 
society, the environment and the economy are 
challenged by the public, the project is making a 
significant contribution. By participating in the 
project, APG actively engages in counteracting 
dwindling populations of endangered (bird) 
species and raising public awareness of issues 
such as habitat loss of endangered species. In 
line with APG’s core business, the project 
contributes strategically to ensuring sustainable 
business and a positive public perception. 
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The LIFE EUROKITE nature project was given the 
green light by the European Commission in 2020 
and will run until the end of 2028. The project has a 
total budget of €10m over its entire term, 60% of 
which will be co-financed by the EU. 

Research and innovation 

The energy system is in a state of upheaval. By 
2030, 100% of Austria’s electricity demand is to be 
met by domestically sourced renewable energy. At 
the same time, the electricity sector is increasingly 
converging with the gas, mobility and heating 
industries; this will play a key role in making 
Austria’s energy system climate-neutral by 2040. 
Transmission system operators are facing yet more 
major challenges due to new energy sources, sector 
coupling and the increasingly integrated European 
electricity market. Research and innovation (R&I) 
will play a crucial part in meeting them. Three 
example initiatives from APG’s extensive F&I 
portfolio are outlined below. 

Substation innovation 
To maintain the customary high security of supply 
in the transmission grid, we need to prevent the 
unplanned failure of substation components such 
as transformers. Early identification of deviations 
from required operating states is therefore 
essential. The use of sensors combined with 
intelligent data analysis is paving the way for 
predictive maintenance in these critical 
infrastructural components.  

Consequently, our “X-Aminor” project aims to 
develop an autonomous monitoring system for 
transformers. Audio, visual and thermal sensors are 
installed on a carrier vehicle. This mobile multi-
sensor platform can then carry out measurements, 
tests and diagnostics for improved transformer 
monitoring and as a basis for predictive 
maintenance. This will prevent failures and thus 
save money. 

Conductor cable innovation 
In harsh winter conditions, ice can set on overhead 
lines. Though all of Austria’s overhead lines are 
designed to withstand a certain ice load, the 
possibility of it exceeding permissible limits cannot 
be ruled out, especially in highly exposed locations. 

This in turn could lead to critical situations under 
the line as well as operational constraints. 

In the future, sensors directly attached to the 
conductors will be intricately networked with 
weather data to ensure these ice-load risks are 
identified early so that they can be counteracted. 
This will also provide a more detailed 
understanding of how APG overhead lines behave 
in icy conditions in different regions. We are 
developing and testing sensor and cloud-based 
data-analytics solutions in our “Ice Monitoring+” 
project. 

Redispatch innovation 
Redispatching is a last-minute measure used by 
grid operators to prevent transmission grid 
congestion by altering the utilisation planning for 
supply and demand. The increasing integration of 
the European electricity market and the growing 
proportion of renewable, volatile energy sources 
have multiplied redispatch costs over the past few 
years. Currently, the key factor in redispatching is 
the flexibility of conventional thermal power plants. 
To date, it has not been possible to tap into 
additional potential for flexibility – such as that 
offered by industrial facilities – to the extent 
required for congestion management. 

In response to this problem, in 2021 we joined 
forces with the Austrian Institute of Technology 
(AIT), distribution system operators and industrial 
businesses to launch the “Industry 4 Redispatch” 
(I4RD) project, which is funded by the Austrian 
Research Promotion Agency (FFG). The aim of the 
project is to allow industrial facilities to provide 
flexibility for redispatch. Together we are analysing 
the necessary technical, regulatory and economic 
requirements for redispatch provision and defining 
the optimum set-up between relevant players. On 
completion, the project will deliver a proof of 
concept demonstrating how industrial facilities can 
be used for the purpose of redispatching. 
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Research spending and outlook 
Expenditure for research amounted to 
approximately €1.7m in 2021. 

Working with its national and international 
partners, APG will continue focusing on research 
and innovation in order to maintain its high 
standards in security of supply while identifying 
and exploring new tasks in the changing energy 
system.  
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Financial performance indicators 

All key figures are calculated based on reports by 
the Expert Committee for Business Administration 
and Organisation of the Austrian Chamber of 
Public Accountants and Tax Advisors (Fachsenat 
für Betriebswirtschaft und Organisation der 
Kammer der Wirtschaftstreuhänder, KFS-BW 3), 
with the exception of figures determined in 
accordance with the Austrian Business 
Reorganisation Act (URG). The method for 
calculating key figures is also cited in the glossary. 

Results of operations 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Revenue 695,803.2 1,082,279.8 

Earnings before interest and taxes 
(EBIT) 

71,831.0 124,202.3 

Result from ordinary activities 46,959.7 97,950.8 

Average capital employed 799,584.0 796,051.9 

Return on equity (ROE) 10.7% 20.6% 

Return on investment (ROI) 3.9% 5.8% 
APG return on capital employed 
(APG-ROCE) 

4.2% 6.3% 

Return on sales (ROS) 10.3% 11.5%    
 

Standard capital cost reimbursements 
APG’s investing activities form the basis for the 
standard capital cost reimbursements. The increase 
in the regulatory asset base from €1,691.5m to 
€1,920.2m is due mainly to annual capital 
expenditure being at a very high level of €338.6m. 

Revenue and electricity purchases 
APG’s revenue increased by €386.5m year-on-year 
to €1,082.3m.  

Expenses for electricity purchases were also up on 
2020, rising from €417.9m to €756.7m.  

Both effects are attributable mainly to congestion 
management. In 2021, congestion management 
expenses showed an overall increase on the 
previous year, although a large proportion of the 
expenses can be passed on to other grid operators. 
The fourth quarter in particular saw a number of 
activation requests and at very high prices, which it 
was possible to charge on to foreign grid 

operators. This pushed up revenue and also 
electricity purchases.  

Prices and therefore expenses for electricity 
purchases rose sharply in the control power 
segment too. This also increased revenue due to 
the charging mechanism for control power and the 
components that can be charged on. 

Personnel expenses 
Personnel expenses declined by €5.4m year-on-
year to €65.3m. In spite of staff increases 
stemming from the high level of investing activities, 
personnel expenses fell in 2021 due to the one-off 
effects in connection with the measurement of 
social capital. 

Depreciation and amortisation 
As a result of the continuous growth in investment 
volumes, depreciation and amortisation also 
increased year-on-year, rising by €7.0m to 
€99.6m. 

Other operating expenses and other revenue 
At €75.5m in 2021, other operating expenses were 
almost in line with the prior-year figure (2020: 
€75.9m), although this is due mainly to an interest 
rate adjustment for the “liability for investment 
reserves” item. The increase in other operating 
expenses excluding one-off effects compared with 
2020 was kept at a moderate level thanks to strict 
cost management.  

Earnings 
Earnings before interest and taxes (EBIT) stood at 
€124.2m, up €52.4m year-on-year. This is due 
primarily to a high level of negative one-off effects 
in 2020 and, conversely, a high level of positive 
one-off effects in 2021 from social capital and 
interest rate adjustments.  

The standard capital cost reimbursements from the 
higher regulatory asset base also had a positive 
impact in 2021. 

The result from ordinary activities rose by €51.0m 
to stand at €98.0m.  

Profit after tax amounted to €73.9m and was thus 
€38.4m higher than the prior-year figure. 

64



 

 

63 
 

Annual Report 2021 

 Management Report 
   

Austrian Power Grid AG 

The net retained profits to be paid out in 2022 
came to €37.3m. 

Net assets    
      
€K 2020 2021 
Fixed assets 1,913,797.5 2,186,891.2 
Current assets 212,190.1 365,633.6 

Working capital 195,729.0 307,051.4 

Current liabilities 513,601.8 650,384.0 

Equity 485,067.5 540,826.7 

Regulatory equity as percentage of 
assets without time lag 

44.1% 51.3% 

   
*) Calculation for the applicable year based on the official cost notice 

Fixed assets 
Fixed assets showed a net increase of €273.1m, as 
additions to intangible and tangible fixed assets 
and long-term financial assets considerably 
exceeded the depreciation and amortisation 
charges.  

Current liabilities 
Current liabilities were up by €136.8m year-on-
year, mainly as a result of the increase in current 
tariff provisions. 

Regulatory capital-to-assets ratio 
The regulatory capital-to-assets ratio rose from 
44.1% to 51.3% due to the increase in the interest-
earning basis (mostly tangible fixed assets) and the 
weaker-than-average rise in interest-bearing debt. 

Financial position 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Net gearing 185.5% 185.5% 

Net debt 899,696.0 1,003,256.4 

Net working capital 317,872.8 343,332.6 

Notional debt repayment period 11.5 years 11.1 years 

Equity ratio 22.8% 21.2%    
 
The notional debt repayment period was 11.1 years 
in 2021. The equity ratio was kept at a high level of 
21.2% despite the enormous investment volumes. 

Cash flows for the financial year are presented 
separately in the following table.  
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Cash Flow Statement 
    
€K Note 2020 2021 
Profit before tax   46,959.7 97,950.8 

Amortisation of intangible assets and depreciation of fixed assets   92,602.1 99,608.3 

Amortisation of financial assets   264.1 - 403.9 

Result from disposal of fixed assets   279.7 - 312.7 

Change in long-term provisions   - 1,093.4 - 13,983.4 

Change in long-term liabilities   - 17,258.4 19,259.2 

Change in long-term other receivables and assets   - 3,045.1 - 42,465.5 

Income from the reversal of building cost contributions and investment grants   - 7,798.2 - 8,409.5 
Investment income, income from other securities classified as long-term financial assets 
and other interest and similar income/interest and similar expenses 

  22,475.0 23,705.6 

Other non-cash expenses   - 24.9 - 29.0 

Change in inventories   - 18.2 - 2.1 
Change in trade receivables and other receivables   16,795.9 - 77,608.9 

Change in trade payables, other liabilities and deferred income   26,266.5 18,529.1 

Change in current provisions   20,679.7 144,986.7 

Taxes paid   - 6,092.8 - 6,845.4 
Net cash flow from operating activities (1) 190,991.7 253,979.3 
        

Investments in intangible and tangible fixed assets   - 349,560.2 - 386,270.2 

Disposals of intangible and tangible fixed assets   750.8 1,644.0 

Investments in long-term financial assets   - 3.0 - 10.0 

Disposals of long-term financial assets   0.0 477.0 

Cash inflow from investment, interest and securities income   1,616.4 1,898.0 
Net cash flow from investing activities (2) - 347,196.0 - 382,261.2 
        

Building cost contributions and grants received   19,364.6 35,474.3 

Proceeds/disbursements from increases/decreases in Group financing   179,097.2 182,875.0 

Proceeds/disbursements from increases/decreases in Group clearing balances   - 11,418.7 - 46,375.8 
Dividends paid   - 9,733.9 - 18,163.5 

Cash outflow for interest and similar expenses   - 24,091.3 - 25,603.6 
Net cash flow from financing activities (3) 153,217.9 128,206.4 
        

Change in cash and cash equivalents   - 2,986.5 - 75.5 

Cash and cash equivalents as at 1/1   4,004.6 1,018.1 
Cash and cash equivalents as at 31/12   1,018.1 942.7     
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[1] Net cash flows from operating activities 
Net cash flows from operating activities are 
calculated using the indirect method and increased 
by €63.0m year-on-year to €254.0m. Compared 
with the regulatory earnings potential, these 
remain at a very high level. 

Summary of the main drivers of operating cash 
flows in 2021 compared with 2020 

» A reduction in APG’s own requirements for 
congestion management due to load flows and 
environmental influences, combined with a high 
level of charging on to foreign transmission 
system operators, resulted in lower cash 
outflows. 

» An increase in international auction revenue 
resulted in higher cash inflows. 

» The extreme price situation and price volatility in 
the procurement of control power and energy to 
cover grid losses resulted in higher cash outflows. 

Changes in liabilities, receivables and provisions 
Regulatory liabilities are presented as current 
provisions for liabilities in the year of recognition. In 
the following year, the provisions for liabilities are 
reclassified to regulatory liabilities and their 
maturity is determined once the extent of the 
regulatory liability has been ascertained in the 
tariff notice. Changes in maturity (current or non-
current) from year to year also result from changes 
in assumptions about future use. Some individual 
items of operating cash flow are significantly 
impacted by this method.  

[2] Net cash flows from investing activities 
The outflow of funds from investing activities for 
intangible and tangible fixed assets amounted to 
€386.3m. The primary capital expenditures related 
to the 380-kV Salzburg line and the Weinviertel 
line replacement as well as other expansion and 
operating investments. Taking into account the 
disposal of intangible fixed assets, tangible fixed 
assets and long-term financial assets as well as 
cash inflows from investment, interest and 
securities income, investing activities required 
€382.3m in cash funds.  

[3] Net cash flows from financing activities 

Contributions to building costs and grants 
The €35.5m received in contributions to 
construction costs and investment grants related 
primarily to the Neusiedl/Zaya substation, the 
Villach South substation and the fourth 
transformer in the Zurndorf substation. 

Group financing and clearing balances 
Proceeds/disbursements from 
increases/decreases in Group financing result from 
new long-term borrowings of €200m to finance 
grid expansion. 

The annual repayment of a further tranche of 
€17.1m also took place in 2021, giving a net cash 
inflow of €182.9m. 

For this, APG used a tranche from the EU 
taxonomy-aligned green and sustainability-linked 
bond issued by VERBUND in 2021. The bond 
combines green use of proceeds with an interest 
step-up feature linked to Company-wide 
sustainability targets (sustainability-linked). As an 
expression of its ambitious efforts to integrate 
renewable sources of energy with a view to 
achieving the climate targets, APG provides the 
metric for the sustainability target “additional 
installed transformer capacity”. Transformers are 
central to the power grid. They connect all grid 
elements at lower voltages to the transmission grid 
and the voltage levels in the transmission grid to 
one another, thereby enabling green electricity to 
be fed into the grid. Based on the baseline of 
30,810 MVA as at 31 December 2020, APG 
undertakes to install a further 12,000 MVA of 
additional transformer capacity by 31 December 
2032. The additional installed transformer capacity 
in financial year 2021 was 1,150 MVA. 
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Furthermore, Group clearing balances changed by 
€46.4m. Current receivables from the Group 
arising from Group clearing balances therefore 
increased to €118.3m as at 31 December 2021. 

Dividends 
In financial year 2020, net retained profits 
amounted to €18.2m, all of which was distributed 
to the owners in 2021.  

Risk and opportunity management 

APG’s operational risk management aims to ensure 
Company-wide identification and analysis of the 
risks to which the Company is exposed as well as 
adequate action management and documentation. 
The task is to identify risks at an early stage and 
thus ensure the smallest possible deviation from 
the corporate goals and targets (result, security of 
supply and image). 

Strategic risk management 
Building on its revised corporate strategy, APG has 
implemented a strategic risk management system 
to capture and manage strategic risks and 
opportunities. 

Overall assessment of risk 
No risks were identified in financial year 2021 that 
individually or in their entirety could jeopardise the 
Company’s ability to continue as a going concern or 
have a significant negative effect on its financial 
position and financial performance. As things 
stand today, there are no foreseeable risks to the 
Company as a going concern. 

Significant risks and opportunities 

Financial risks 
Financial risk mainly involves planning risks arising 
from deviations in volumes or prices. This primarily 
includes risks arising from the electricity business 
such as those related to congestion management, 
control power and energy to cover system losses, 
or from cross-border electricity trading. Such risks 
are sometimes subject to considerable volume and 
price volatility due to market, weather or seasonal 
factors. This volatility will be mitigated through 
international alliances, the development of national 
markets, forecasting models and safeguarding of 

grid reserves. New IT systems such as energy 
trading and risk management software will also be 
implemented.  

Risk arising from systems and operations 
The main risks associated with systems and 
operations are the risk of operational disruptions 
and the risk of damage from natural hazards such 
as flooding, mudslides, avalanches and storms.  
A catalogue of measures to reduce such risk 
includes early observation of critical factors in 
planning and the preservation of susceptible 
towers in addition to regular maintenance 
measures such as flyovers, thermal imaging and 
cable checks. We pursue alliances both within 
Austria and internationally in order to rectify any 
potential damage events as quickly as possible. 

Risks relating to the environment and health 
The environment and the health of employees 
must be protected. APG implements extensive 
measures to minimise risks in these areas, including 
safety briefings, technical safety inspections, 
training and continuing education, work 
instructions and corporate policies. 

IT and cybersecurity 
Information technology underlies most of our busi-
ness processes. Protecting our systems and data is 
vital for ensuring a stable supply of energy. APG 
has long set itself high standards for information 
security that are regularly reviewed and confirmed 
through external certification in accordance with 
ISO 27001 and ISO 27019. In addition, the Austrian 
Network and Information System Security Act 
(Netz- und Informationssystemsicherheitsgesetz, 
NISG) now in force requires compliance with legally 
stipulated security requirements. The rapidly 
changing threat situation in the digitalised 
environment is monitored continuously, and 
measures are developed and implemented to 
mitigate relevant cyber risks. A high level of 
security awareness is ensured in all areas through 
ongoing awareness-raising. 

Risk arising from compliance and legal matters 
Compliance is the observance of all laws as well as 
internal company regulations, though business 
activities must also be in line with APG’s values and 
uphold the principles of morality and ethics. This is 
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why APG has a comprehensive compliance 
management system (CMS) in place that helps its 
employees to comply with and implement the 
regulations. Environmental impact assessments 
can potentially lead to significant project delays. 

Risks arising from the pandemic 
APG is aware of its extensive social responsibilities 
as an operator of critical infrastructure in these 
difficult times and fully supports the measures 
taken by Austria’s federal government to limit the 
spread of COVID-19. Such measures include the 
formation of a crisis team, or COVID-19 task force, 
the expansion of standby teams, maximum use of 
teleworking and splitting up teams. 

Risks from hedging transactions 
Electricity forwards of up to two years into the 
future are purchased in order to cover system 
losses. There is no price risk due to the 
procurement process coordinated with the 
regulatory agency E-Control Austria. APG utilises 
the “own use” method of accounting, as all 
purchases of forwards are physically settled and 
therefore facilitate operating activities. 

Horizontal monitoring and tax review system 
By taking part in the horizontal monitoring 
(“Begleitende Kontrolle”) project, APG has a duty 
to maintain a tax review system pursuant to 
Section 153b(6) of the Austrian Federal Fiscal Code 
(BAO). The tax review system comprises all 
measures designed to ensure that the tax base for 
the type of taxes and charges in question is 
presented in the correct amount and that the 
correct amount of taxes charged is transferred in 
good time. This tax review system is a critical part 
of APG’s internal control system. It supplements 
the specification and regulations of the Group 
policy for VERBUND’s review network. An external 
audit is currently examining the effectiveness of 
the tax review system put in place. This audit will be 
completed in the coming financial year.  

Outlook 

The alarming change to our climate is one of the 
greatest challenges facing our generation. On 
account of new technologies, the digitalisation and 
democratisation of the energy system is taking 

place at the same time. APG will continue to face 
enormous challenges going forward due to the 
resulting developments in the energy market, the 
implementation of the energy transition and the 
process of transforming the energy system itself. 
So that this complex and dynamic environment can 
continue to be actively influenced for the benefit 
of Austria, its people and its businesses, the next 
year will be dominated by the following tasks, 
among others: 

» High trans-regional load flows in the European 
transmission grid will continue to necessitate 
interventions in Austrian power-generating 
facilities in order to secure grid operations over 
the long term. Congestion management 
measures will continue to be one of APG’s 
biggest cost items. 

» In light of the current energy market situation, 
the timely and efficient implementation of the 
APG grid expansion and modernisation 
programme is urgently necessary in order to be 
able to ensure the performance and stability of 
the system in the long term. Furthermore, APG is 
planning extensive capital expenditures for the 
modernisation and reinforcement of substations 
and line systems. These investments are a key 
factor for ensuring the permanent security of 
supply of Austria as a place to live and conduct 
business and being able to grow the domestic 
economy. Sharply rising investment volumes will 
lead to an expansion of the regulatory asset 
base and therefore to permanently increased 
earnings in the future. 
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» The planned increase in investing activities and 
the changing operating environment will 
ultimately lead to an increase in the Company’s 
own personnel, own work capitalised and 
purchased external services. 

» Long-term borrowings will continue to be used 
to finance grid expansion, with green finance 
instruments playing an important role here. 
APG’s debt level will continue to rise. 

» APG will take advantage of digitalisation in all of 
its facets and tasks in order to be sustainable, 
innovative and efficient. 

» Due, among other things, to the Corporate 
Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) in 
effect across Europe, APG will in future sharpen 
its strategic focus on sustainability. 

» The electricity business with monopoly and 
market products in the national and 
international context will become increasingly 
important in connection with the further 
development of the energy market and be 
correspondingly reflected in APG’s figures. 
These developments will have a substantial 
impact on the regulatory account, which will 
stabilise the results under the Austrian 
Commercial Code (UGB). However, the effects 
on APG’s cash flow and balance sheet are 
important in this context. Based on current 
developments, a high level of provisions will 
need to be recognised to cover future 
contingencies.  

» In addition, APG’s business activities should 
continue to be considered from the perspective 
of generating sustainable and appropriate EBIT 
under the regulatory return parameters and 
creating cost efficiencies. Ensuring this on a 
lasting basis will also require APG to act quickly 
and, together with affected stakeholders, deal 
with the new regulatory period starting in 2023. 
This is especially so when it comes to the 
Company’s business model which, in addition to 
the construction and operation of plants, now 
also entails major tasks relating to security of 
supply, integration of renewables, and the 
development of markets and management of 
electricity products. 

 

Based on current information and forecasts, it 
appears that the revenue and earnings situation 
will pick up in 2022 given the planned RAB growth 
of around 14%, the non-recurrence of considerable 
one-off effects (particularly in social capital) and 
the fact that cost management is still strict.  

Report on branch offices 

The Company had one non-operating branch 
office in financial year 2021. This is the substation 
in Jochenstein, Germany, which was put into 
technical operation in 2018. 
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Balance Sheet as at 31/12/2021 
    
ASSETS in €K Note 2020 2021 
A. Fixed assets       
I. Intangible fixed assets (1) 18,391.0 19,024.6 

II. Tangible fixed assets (2) 1,880,084.2 2,152,587.6 

III. Long-term financial assets (3) 15,322.3 15,278.9 

     1,913,797.5 2,186,891.2 
         

B. Current assets        
I. Inventories (4)     

1. Consumables and operating supplies   488.5 490.6 

     488.5 490.6 
        

II. Receivables and other assets (5)     

1. Trade receivables   93,764.9 141,066.9 
of which due in > 1 year: €0.0k (previous year: €0.0k)       

2. Receivables from affiliated companies   71,882.1 105,762.7 

of which due in > 1 year: €0.0k (previous year: €0.0k)       

3. Receivables from other long-term investees and investors   11,375.9 38,224.0 

of which due in > 1 year: €0.0k (previous year: €0.0k)       

4. Other receivables and assets   33,660.6 79,146.7 

of which due > 1 year €58,932.4k (previous year: €16,466.9k)       

     210,683.5 364,200.3 
        

III. Cash-in-hand and bank balances   1,018.1 942.7 

     1,018.1 942.7 
        

C. Prepaid expenses       
1. Other   5.8 350.3 

     5.8 350.3 
        

D. Deferred tax assets (6) 4,155.6 0.0 
    4,155.6 0.0 

        
    2,130,149.0 2,552,875.0     

 

  

Financial Statements 

72



 
 

 

Annual Report 2021  71 
 

 Financial Statements 
   

Austrian Power Grid AG 

    
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES in €K Note 2020 2021 
A. Equity       
I. Called and paid-in share capital (7) 70,000.0 70,000.0 

 Available share capital: €70,000.0k (previous year: €70,000.0k)       

II. Capital reserves (8) 15,383.5 15,383.5 

III. Revenue reserves (9) 381,520.4 418,100.2 

IV. Net retained profits (10) 18,163.5 37,342.9 

     485,067.5 540,826.7 
        

B. Provisions (11)     
1. Provisions for termination benefits   21,459.3 19,437.0 

2. Provisions for pensions and similar obligations   71,345.5 58,960.0 

3. Provisions for taxes   0.0 13,027.1 
4. Other provisions   289,691.8 417,697.7 

    382,496.6 509,121.7 
        

C. Liabilities (12)     
1. Payments received on account of orders   4,600.4 1,777.0 

of which due in < 1 year €1,777.0k (previous year: €4,600.4k)       

2. Trade payables   18,287.6 30,757.6 

of which due in < 1 year €29,404.0k (previous year: €17,452.1k)       

of which due in > 1 year €1,353.6k (previous year: €835.5k)       

3. Liabilities to affiliated companies   814,117.7 1,013,293.9 

of which due in < 1 year €52,356.4k (previous year: €36,055.2k)       

of which due in > 1 year €960,937.5k (previous year: €778,062.5k)       

4. Liabilities to other long-term investees and investors   725.5 564.1 
of which due in < 1 year €564.1k (previous year: €725.5k)       

5. Other liabilities   303,618.4 308,752.4 

of which from taxes €2,868.2k (previous year: €1,360.0k)       

of which from social security €1,504.7k (previous year: €1,225.5k)       

of which due in < 1 year €151,604.6k (previous year: €167,597.8k)       

of which due in > 1 year €157,147.9k (previous year: €136,020.6k)       

    1,141,349.5 1,355,145.1 
        

D. Deferred income (13)     
1. Contributions to building costs   106,879.2 134,457.6 

2. Other   14,356.2 13,324.0 

    121,235.4 147,781.6 
        
    2,130,149.0 2,552,875.0     
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Income Statement for financial year 2021 
    
€K Note 2020 2021 
1. Revenue (14) 695,803.2 1,082,279.8 

2. Other own work capitalised   19,954.7 22,474.9 

3. Other operating income (15)     

a. Income from disposal and reversal of write-downs of fixed assets 
with the exception of long-term financial assets 

  288.4 279.0 

b. Income from reversal of provisions   2,562.8 3,925.2 

b. Miscellaneous   8,781.1 9,903.4 

    11,632.3 14,107.5 
        
4. Gross profit (subtotal from lines 1 to 3)     727,390.2 1,118,862.2 
          

5. Expenditures for electricity and other purchased services and production services     - 417,891.6 - 756,674.0 

6. Personnel expenses (16)     

a. Wages     - 383.1 - 369.6 

b. Salaries     - 52,976.1 - 58,604.8 
c. Social expenses     - 17,351.0 - 6,290.5 

of which cost of old age pensions €8,407.1k (previous year: €-2,779.0k)       

aa. Expenses for termination benefits and payments to employee 
pension funds €-396.8k (previous year: €-1,691.2k) 

        

bb. Expenses for social security as required by law as well as income-
based charges and mandatory contributions €-13,523.9k 
(previous year: €-12,159.3k) 

      

      - 70,710.2 - 65,264.9 
        

7. Depreciation and amortisation (17) - 92,602.1 - 99,608.3 

8. Other operating expenses (18)     

a. Taxes not included under line 16     - 337.0 - 372.0 

b. Miscellaneous     - 75,617.4 - 75,109.5 

      - 75,954.4 - 75,481.6 
        
9. Operating profit (subtotal from lines 4 to 8)     70,232.0 121,833.5     
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10. Income from long-term equity investments   1,610.6 1,616.2 

of which from affiliated companies €763.1k (previous year: €801.1k)       

11. Income from other securities and long-term loans   0.0 120.3 

12. Other interest and similar income   5.7 161.5 

of which from affiliated companies €2.2k (previous year: €2.2k)       

13. Income from the disposal of long-term financial assets   246.7 470.7 
14. Expenses from long-term financial assets and securities classified as current 

assets 
  - 264.1 0.0 

of which amortisation €k (previous year: €-264.1k)       

15. Interest and similar expenses    - 24,871.2 - 26,251.5 
of which from affiliated companies €-25,049.5k  
(previous year: €-23,765.4k) 

      

16. Financial result (subtotal from lines 10 to 15) (19) - 23,272.2 - 23,882.8 
         
17. Result from ordinary activities    46,959.7 97,950.8 
        

18. Taxes on income (20) - 11,433.8 - 24,028.1 
of which deferred taxes €-17,182.7k  
(previous year: €-5,341.0k) 

      

19. Net income for the financial year    35,526.0 73,922.7 
         

20. Allocation to revenue reserves   - 17,362.4 - 36,579.8 
21. Net retained profits    18,163.5 37,342.9     
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Statement of Changes in Fixed Assets 
      
  Historical cost in €k 

  

 
 
 

Balance 
1/1/2021 Additions Disposals 

Reclassi-
fications 

Balance 
31/12/2021 

I. Intangible fixed assets           
1. Concessions, industrial property rights, electricity 

purchase rights, usage fees and similar rights and benefits 
as well as licences derived therefrom 

67,330.8 6,429.0 164.3 5.9 73,601.4 

  67,330.8 6,429.0 164.3 5.9 73,601.4 
            

II. Tangible fixed assets           
1. Land, land rights and buildings, including buildings on 

third-party land 
          

a. With residential buildings 269.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 269.7 

b. With plant facilities and other structures 306,399.0 3,863.7 254.2 23,368.2 333,376.8 

c. Undeveloped land 6,001.4 2,250.3 9.1 378.7 8,621.4 

2. Machinery 5,369.5 34.9 0.0 8.3 5,412.7 

3. Electrical installations 1,291,209.9 24,224.4 424.7 65,528.8 1,380,538.4 

4. Power lines 1,472,063.2 24,917.7 883.5 3,770.2 1,499,867.6 

5. Other equipment, operating and office equipment 53,259.3 6,274.8 833.0 360.8 59,062.0 

6. Assets under construction, projects and prepayments 556,024.6 306,148.7 0.0 - 93,420.9 768,752.4 
  3,690,596.7 367,714.5 2,404.4 - 5.9 4,055,900.9 
            
Tangible and intangible fixed assets 3,757,927.5 374,143.5 2,568.7 0.0 4,129,502.2 
            

III. Long-term financial assets           
1. Shares in affiliated companies 127.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 127.2 

2. Other long-term equity investments 6,754.3 10.0 0.0 0.0 6,764.3 

3. Long-term securities 12,301.5 0.0 653.2 0.0 11,648.3 

  19,183.0 10.0 653.2 0.0 18,539.8 
            
Fixed assets 3,777,110.6 374,153.5 3,222.0 0.0 4,148,042.1       

The value of properties as at 31/12/2021 €36,913.9k 
 31/12/2020 €34,385.3k 
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Depreciation and amortisation in €k Net carrying amount in €k 

Balance 
1/1/2021 Additions Disposals 

Write-
ups Reclassifications 

Balance 
31/12/2021 

Net carrying 
amount as at 
31/12/2021 

Net 
carrying 

amount as 
at 

1/1/2021 

                
48,939.8 5,751.1 114.2 0.0 0.0 54,576.7 19,024.6 18,391.0 

 
 

48,939.8 5,751.1 114.2 0.0 0.0 54,576.7 19,024.6 18,391.0 
                

                
 

  
              

260.4 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 260.7 8.9 9.2 

162,268.5 8,398.3 6.9 0.0 0.0 170,659.9 162,716.9 144,130.5 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8,621.4 6,001.4 

2,749.0 252.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 3,001.7 2,411.0 2,620.5 

846,077.4 50,125.1 189.3 0.0 0.0 896,013.2 484,525.2 445,132.5 

757,596.5 30,114.5 77.9 0.0 0.0 787,633.0 712,234.6 714,466.7 

41,560.7 4,966.2 782.2 0.0 0.0 45,744.7 13,317.3 11,698.7 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 768,752.4 556,024.6 
1,810,512.5 93,857.1 1,056.4 0.0 0.0 1,903,313.3 2,152,587.6 1,880,084.2 

                
1,859,452.3 99,608.3 1,170.6 0.0 0.0 1,957,890.0 2,171,612.2 1,898,475.2 

                

                
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 127.2 127.2 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6,764.3 6,754.3 

3,860.7 0.0 195.9 403.9 0.0 3,260.9 8,387.4 8,440.8 

3,860.7 0.0 195.9 403.9 0.0 3,260.9 15,278.9 15,322.3 
                

1,863,313.1 99,608.3 1,366.5 403.9 0.0 1,961,150.9 2,186,891.2 1,913,797.5         
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€K 
Registered 

office 

Share of capital 
in % as at 

31/12/2021 

Most recent 
annual 

financial 
statements 

(+) 
(–) 

Net 
income/loss 

for the 
financial year Equity 

Affiliated companies non-consolidated             
VUM Verfahren Umwelt Management GmbH Klagenfurt 100.00 2021 + 953.9 1,158.0 

Other long-term equity investments             
OeMAG Abwicklungsstelle für Ökostrom AG Vienna 24.40 2020 + 430.2 6,040.6        

 

  

 

 

 

Details on equity investments 
in accordance with  
Section 238 [1] [4] UGB 
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I. Accounting policies 

Preliminary remarks 
The annual financial statements were prepared in 
accordance with Austrian Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles and the general standard of 
giving a true and fair view of the Company’s 
financial position and financial performance. 

The accounting, measurement and presentation of 
the individual items in the annual financial 
statements have been carried out in accordance 
with the general provisions of Sections 195 to 211 
of the Austrian Commercial Code (UGB), taking 
into account the special provisions for corporations 
in Sections 221 to 235 UGB. It was assumed that 
the Company will continue as a going concern. 

The Company is a large corporation as defined in 
Section 221 of the Austrian Commercial Code 
(UGB). 

Rounding differences may occur when adding 
rounded amounts and percentages due to the use 
of automated calculation systems. 

Fixed assets 
As a rule, depreciable fixed assets are measured at 
cost less depreciation and amortisation.  

In addition to direct costs, an appropriate amount 
of material and indirect labour costs is capitalised 
in the production cost of internally generated 
assets. APG has chosen not to apply the optional 
method of measurement with respect to the 
inclusion of social security expenses, termination 
benefits and contributions to the employee 
pension funds defined under Section 203(3) of the 
Austrian Commercial Code (UGB) as well as with 
respect to the capitalisation of borrowing costs in 
accordance with Section 203(4) UGB. Low-value 
assets are fully written off in the year of acquisition 
in accordance with Section 226(3) UGB. 

Tangible and intangible assets used for more than 
six months during the financial year are 
depreciated at the full annual rate; those used for 

less than six months are depreciated at half the 
annual rate. 

Purchased intangible assets are measured at cost 
and – if amortisable – are amortised based on the 
typical useful life. 

The current catalogue of uniform depreciation 
rates applied by Austrian Power Grid AG (APG) 
essentially comprises the following rates of 
depreciation: 
   

  
Depreciation 

rate in % 
Useful life 

in years 
Intangible fixed assets     
Rights to telecommunications 
facilities 

10 10 

Rights to software products 25 4 

Other rights 5 20 

Buildings     
Residential and office buildings 2 and 3 33.3 and 50 

Plant buildings 3 33.3 

Technical equipment and machinery     
Machinery 4 and 5 20 and 25 

Electrical installations 4 and 5 20 and 25 

Power lines 2 50 

Office and plant equipment 10–25 4–10    
 
Long-term financial assets are recognised at cost 
or fair value in accordance with Section 189a(4) of 
the Austrian Commercial Code (UGB). Due to the 
fact that the option previously granted under 
Section 208(2) UGB no longer applies, the 
reversals of write-downs that were omitted until 
2015 were recognised in 2016. The option granted 
under Section 906(32) in conjunction with 
Section 124b(270) of the Austrian Income Tax Act 
(EStG) 1988 was exercised and the reversals of 
write-downs were recognised under deferred 
income. 

Loans bearing interest are recognised at nominal 
value. Receivables with a remaining term of more 
than one year are reported as loans under long-
term financial assets.  

Notes to the financial 
statements 
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The useful lives of the tangible fixed assets 
stipulated by taxation requirements were 
evaluated together with Österreichs Energie and 
the Tax Office in 2020 and extended and adapted 
for the entire industry. These must be applied to all 
new tangible fixed assets commissioned from 
1 January 2021.  

Current assets 
Inventories of consumables and operating supplies 
are measured at cost or fair value in accordance 
with the strict lower of cost or market value 
principle. A permanent inventory is kept of stored 
supplies and spare parts measured based on the 
moving average price method. Inventory risks 
arising from the storage period and reduced utility 
are taken into account through appropriate write-
downs in value. 

Receivables and other assets are measured at 
nominal value, unless a lower amount is to be 
recognised in the event of identifiable specific risk.  

Prepaid expenses and deferred income 
Prepaid expenses relate to expenses already paid 
for future financial years and are reversed in 
accordance with the contractual term. 

Deferred income includes building cost 
contributions and investment grants, which are 
depreciated based on the useful life of the tangible 
fixed assets. 

In financial year 2020, APG applied for the  
COVID-19 investment subsidy. According to 
information published in December 2020 by the 
Austrian Financial Reporting and Auditing 
Committee (AFRAC) in a document entitled 
“AFRAC-Fachinformation COVID-19”, the subsidy 
shall only be capitalised in proportion to the 
expenses actually incurred that have already been 
recognised in the financial statements. 

Deferred tax liabilities 
Deferred tax liabilities are recognised in the 
balance sheet for tax charges expected in 
subsequent years. This item results from different 
depreciation methods and differences between the 
carrying amounts under commercial law and the tax 
 

1) See taxes on income 

base of line items that cannot be offset until future 
tax periods. The deferred taxes attributable to APG 
as a group member1) based on tax allocation are 
presented under the current result in the income 
statement.  

Regulatory assets and liabilities 
APG’s grid rates are set by E-Control Austria 
(regulator) using estimates of costs and revenues 
based on audited prior-year figures for the year 
following the review. Lower or higher costs or 
revenues in previous periods are taken into account 
when determining future tariffs.  

In order to ensure the steady development of fees 
over time, the regulatory account was introduced 
under Section 50 of the 2010 Austrian Electricity 
Industry and Organisation Act (ElWOG 2010) and 
also under Section 59(8) ElWOG 2010. These 
special provisions in ElWOG 2010 regarding 
accounting treatment are applied by APG.  

The option granted under Section 50(2) ElWOG 
2010 to distribute relevant extraordinary income or 
expenses over the regulatory account is exercised 
as needed. The option granted under Section 59(8) 
ElWOG 2010 to recognise an asset item for the 
time lag arising in connection with the settlement 
of system charges is also applied. 

» Regulatory assets: APG’s higher costs and/or 
lower revenue will be compensated in future 
years by grid users being charged higher tariffs. 
This future claim is presented as an asset under 
other receivables. 

» Regulatory liabilities: APG is obligated to 
reimburse grid users for lower costs and/or 
higher revenue by charging lower tariffs. Such 
obligations are presented as current provisions in 
the year of recognition. In the subsequent year, 
this provision will be reclassified as a regulatory 
liability as specified in a notice received from the 
regulator and presented under other liabilities. 

Provisions 
Provisions reflect all identifiable risks attributable 
to a past financial year and include all amounts 
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deemed necessary based on prudent business 
judgement. 

Provisions for termination benefits are allocated at 
the full actuarial amount based on the projected 
unit credit method typically used in international 
accounting. With respect to termination benefit 
obligations, service cost is allocated over the entire 
length of service, but at most over the period in 
which the employee maximises their termination 
benefit entitlement (or reaches the age of 62). 
Employees whose contracts began after 
31 December 2002 are not entitled to a direct claim 
against their employer for statutory termination 
benefits. For these employment contracts, the 
employer pays 1.53% of the salary monthly into an 
employee pension fund in which the premiums are 
invested for the employee. The provisions for 
termination benefits reflect regulations that go 
beyond the statutory claims specified under the 
collective agreement for energy providers. 

APG is obligated based on labour-management 
agreements and contracts to pay pension benefits 
to employees when they retire if certain 
requirements are met. Dedicated pension fund 
assets of APK Pensionskasse AG are available to 
cover some of these defined benefit obligations. 
The provisions determined in accordance with the 
projected unit credit method typically used in 
international accounting are presented net of 
pension fund assets. The employer is obligated to 
provide additional funding to the extent that these 
defined benefit obligations are to be fulfilled by 
APK Pensionskasse AG. The defined contribution 
plans do not result in any obligation on the part of 
the employer in excess of the premium payments. 

Provisions for current pensions, vested pension 
benefits and similar obligations are determined 
based on the projected unit credit method. 

Interest expense arising from personnel-related 
obligations is presented in the financial result in 
accordance with international standards. 

The calculations were based on the “AVÖ 2018-P 
Actuarial Assumptions for Pension Insurance” in 
force since 2018.  

The interest rate applied for the expected return 
on plan assets was the same as the one used to 
calculate the associated provisions.  

Calculations as at 31 December 2021 and 
31 December 2020 are based on the following 
assumptions: 
   
  2020 2021 
Interest rate     
Pensions and similar obligations 0.75% 1.00% and 

1.25% 

Termination benefits 0.50% 0.75% 

Trend     
Increases in pension 2.00% 1.75% 

Increases in salary 2.75% 2.75% 
Contribution payments for 
obligations similar to pensions – 
old contracts 

6.00% 5.50% 

Contribution payments for 
obligations similar to pensions – 
new contracts 

3.75% 3.75% 

Turnover 0.00%-
4.10% 

0.00%-
4.10% 

Retirement age for women 56.5-65 y. 56.5-65 y. 

Retirement age for men 61.5-65 y. 61.5-65 y. 
Expected long-term return on fund 
assets 

0.75% 1.00% 

   
 

Liabilities 
Liabilities are recognised at their settlement 
amount based on the principle of prudence.  

Taxes on income 
Austrian Power Grid AG is not a taxable entity in 
terms of corporate income tax due to its inclusion 
as a member of the corporate group of the parent 
entity VERBUND AG (Group and Tax Allocation 
Agreement dated 21 September 2005). 

The members of the group are charged 
attributable amounts for corporate income tax 
incurred by them in the form of positive tax 
allocations amounting to 25% of their attributable 
positive income; if a loss is generated, they are 
credited 25% of their attributable negative income 
in the form of negative tax allocations. The 
offsetting of allocated tax amounts shifts the tax 
expense within the group parent’s income 
statement. 
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The tax offsets with the group members are only 
adjusted to reflect subsequent differences if they 
are material.  

APG’s participation in the horizontal monitoring 
project means there is permanent dialogue with 
the tax authorities instead of a subsequent 
external audit. The goal is to increase legal 
certainty and planning reliability in tax matters. 
Participants in this project first have to implement 
a tax review system. For more information, see the 
notes in the management report under “Risk and 
opportunity management”. 

II. Notes to the balance sheet and income 
statement 

General information 
Individual line items are consolidated in the balance 
sheet and income statement in the interest of 
clarity. These line items are explained separately in 
the notes to the financial statements.  

In accordance with Section 223(7) UGB, items in 
the balance sheet and income statement that did 
not show an amount in either the financial year or 
the previous year are not stated. In accordance 
with Section 223(4) UGB, the descriptions of the 
items were shortened or expanded to reflect their 
actual contents if it was deemed to increase the 
clarity and understanding of the annual financial 
statements. 

As a general rule, if the presentation was changed 
in comparison to the previous year, the amounts 
reported for the previous year are adjusted and 
explained in accordance with Section 223(2) UGB.  

Effects of COVID-19 on APG 
The guideline on APG protection measures is 
continually updated in line with current conditions, 
with the applicable measures based on the federal 
government’s traffic light status for the federal 
states. Most employees worked from home during 
the financial year. Various measures enabled 
construction site operations to be maintained in 
spite of COVID-19. However, the COVID-19 crisis is 
causing supply chain disruptions, which are 
impacting on services already ordered and project 

costs. COVID-19 did not have a significant effect 
on the grid situation in 2021. 

Overall, COVID-19 had only very minor negative 
impacts on APG’s finances. 

For more information on the effects of COVID-19, 
see the information provided in the management 
report. 

Notes regarding assets 

A. Fixed assets 
For more details, see the separate “Statement of 
changes in fixed assets”.  

[1] I. Intangible fixed assets 
The net carrying amount of the rights to use plants 
acquired from affiliated companies amounts to 
€64.6k (previous year: €136.9k).  

[2] II. Tangible fixed assets 
The capitalised borrowing costs related to the 
financing of tangible fixed assets in the years up to 
and including 1989 for the transmission systems 
contributed by VERBUND AG in 1999 amounted to 
€4,018.2k at the balance sheet date (previous 
year: €4,544.0k). 

[3] III. Long-term financial assets 
Disclosures required under Section 238(1)(4) UGB 
are presented in a separate schedule entitled 
“Disclosures regarding other long-term equity 
investments in accordance with Section 238(1)(4) 
UGB”. 

Changes in equity investments and securities 
classified as fixed assets can be found in the 
separate “Statement of changes in fixed assets”. 
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Long-term securities 
These primarily consist of shares in Austrian 
investment funds and bonds.  

B. Current assets 

[4] I. Inventories 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Consumables and operating 
supplies 

488.5 490.6 

   
 

[5] II. Receivables and other assets 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Regulatory assets 29,941.2 75,399.4 

Security deposits 1,198.3 1,848.3 

Relating to social security 63.6 154.3 

Personnel accounting 210.1 138.1 

Local tax offices 2,092.3 42.3 

Other 155.2 1,564.4 
  33,660.6 79,146.7    

 
Other receivables include income in the amount of 
€76,963.7k (previous year: €30,096.3k) that will 
be realised after the balance sheet date in 
accordance with Section 225(3) UGB. 

The item “Other” includes receivables of €76.3k 
(previous year: €31.4k) from Austria 
Wirtschaftsservice Gesellschaft mbH (aws) arising 
from investment subsidies for investments made in 
the financial year. The investment volume for which 
an application was submitted pursuant to the 
COVID-19 Investment Subsidy Act (Covid-19-
Investitionsprämiengesetz) is €148.1k. 

Regulatory assets are described in the “Accounting 
policies” section. This line item shows the following 
changes: 

   
€K 2020 2021 
As at 1/1 52,520.6 29,941.2 

Addition 16,519.3 58,932.4 

Disposal - 39,098.7 - 13,474.2 
As at 31/12 29,941.2 75,399.4 
of which maturity > 1 year 16,466.9 58,932.4    

[6] D. Deferred tax assets  
    
€K 2020 2021 
Social capital 18,447.8 0.0 

Untaxed reserves - 9,568.7 0.0 

Other - 4,723.4 0.0 
  4,155.6 0.0    

 
Overall in financial year 2021, the use of the 
declining balance method of depreciation in 
accordance with Section 7(1a) and Section 8(1a) of 
the Austrian Income Tax Act (EStG) gives rise to a 
provision from deferred taxes. For further 
information, see [11] B.3. Provisions for taxes. 

Notes regarding equity and liabilities 

A. Equity 

[7] I. Called and paid-in share capital 
 
The share capital amounts to €70,000.0k and is 
fully paid in and composed of 70,000,000 
registered no-par-value shares. 

[8] II. Capital reserves 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Restricted capital reserves 7,000.0 7,000.0 

Unallocated capital reserves 8,383.5 8,383.5 
  15,383.5 15,383.5    

 
The restricted capital reserves equate to 10% of 
the share capital. 

[9] III. Revenue reserves 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Unappropriated reserves 352,590.0 389,508.9 
Unappropriated reserves in acc. 
with Section 906(31) UGB 

28,930.4 28,591.3 

  381,520.4 418,100.2    
 

83



 
 

 

  Annual Report 2021 82 

 Notes to the financial statements 
   

Austrian Power Grid AG 

Effective 1 January 2016, the untaxed reserves 
recognised in accordance with Section 205 UGB 
(version prior to the federal law published in the 
Austrian Federal Law Gazette (BGBl.) I 
no. 22/2015) were reclassified to revenue reserves 
less 25% deferred taxes in accordance with 
Section 906(31) UGB. 

[10] IV. Net retained profits 
 
Changes in net retained profits are shown below: 
   
€K   
As at 31/12/2020 18,163.5 

Distribution of dividends - 18,163.5 

Net income 73,922.7 

Allocation to revenue reserves - 36,579.8 
As at 31/12/2021 37,342.9   

 [11] B. Provisions 

1. Provisions for termination benefits 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Premium reserve based on actuarial 
calculations 

21,459.3 19,437.0 

Taxed portion of provisions 21,459.3 19,437.0    
 
In accordance with Section 14 of the Austrian 
Income Tax Act (EStG), the provision was 
transferred in 2002 tax-exempt to a reserve 
qualifying as taxed (Section 124b(68) EStG). 

2. Provisions for pensions and similar obligations  
    
€K 2020 2021 
Pension provisions 71,345.5 58,960.0 

Of which obligations similar to 
pensions 

29,708.5 25,819.2 

   
 

 

3. Provisions for taxes 
 
The provision for taxes consists entirely of the 
provision for deferred taxes. 

   
€K 2020 2021 
Social capital 0.0 - 15,219.4 

Untaxed reserves 0.0 9,455.7 

Other 0.0 18,790.8 
  0.0 13,027.1    

 
In the previous year, deferred tax assets were 
reported. For further information,  
see [6] C. Deferred tax assets. 

Deferred taxes were calculated based on a tax rate 
of 25%. 

4. Other provisions 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Other provisions related to the 
electricity/grid business 

    

Regulatory reserves 143,552.1 237,611.8 

Grid billing     

 Services not yet billed 30,934.8 79,086.7 
  174,486.9 316,698.5 
Other personnel-related provisions     
Premiums 4,847.9 5,304.4 
Unused holidays 4,180.3 4,426.0 

Anniversary bonuses 2,984.8 3,487.0 

Holiday bonus 2,192.6 2,410.5 

Time credits 771.6 871.5 

Funeral benefit 824.4 746.5 
  15,801.6 17,246.0 
Deliveries and services not yet 
billed 

99,403.3 83,753.1 

  289,691.8 417,697.7    
 
At the reporting date, the unbilled services from 
grid billing include a provision for subsequent 
billing of congestion management and 
redispatching by TenneT in the amount of 
€3,395.4k (previous year: €3,223.5k) for the years 
2017–2021. In addition, in the previous year several 
wind power operators had filed claims seeking 
appropriate compensation for the economic 
disadvantages incurred as a result of restrictions in 
wind power feed-in. A provision of €260.8k 
(previous year: €260.8k) was recognised for this. 
 
Regulatory provisions were described in the 
“Accounting policies” section and show the 
following changes: 
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€K 2020 2021 
As at 1/1 127,677.4 143,552.1 

Addition 144,245.1 238,516.7 

Disposal - 1,056.0 0.0 

Reclassification as a regulatory 
liability 

- 127,314.4 - 144,457.1 

As at 31/12 143,552.1 237,611.8    

 [12] C. Liabilities 

2. Trade payables 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Trade payables 18,287.6 30,757.6 

of which maturity > 1 year 700.1 1,125.6 

of which maturity > 5 years 135.3 228.0    
 

3. Liabilities to affiliated companies 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Liabilities to affiliated companies 814,117.7 1,013,293.9 

of which financial 
liabilities 

795,299.3 978,145.3 

of which trade payables 18,818.4 35,148.6 

of which maturity > 1 year 214,000.0 202,187.5 

of which maturity > 5 years 564,062.5 758,750.0    
 

5. Other liabilities 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Regulatory liabilities 280,837.8 282,490.0 
Easement agreements  19,444.7 21,712.5 

From taxes 1,360.0 2,868.2 

Relating to social security 1,225.5 1,504.7 

Personnel accounting 58.6 52.0 

Other 691.8 124.9 
  303,618.4 308,752.4 
of which maturity > 1 year 58,749.4 99,040.2 

of which maturity > 5 years 77,271.1 58,107.6    
 
Other liabilities include expenses in the amount of 
€285,613.9k (previous year: €282,813.6k) that will 
be realised after the balance sheet date in 
accordance with Section 225(6) UGB. 

Regulatory liabilities are described in the 
“Accounting policies” section. They show the 
following changes: 

   
€K 2020 2021 
As at 1/1 272,306.9 280,837.8 

Addition 17,639.7 24,158.8 

Disposal - 136,423.3 - 166,963.6 

Reclassification as a regulatory 
liability 

127,314.4 144,457.1 

As at 31/12 280,837.8 282,490.0 
of which maturity > 1 year 57,262.7 97,584.0 

of which maturity > 5 years 60,041.7 38,458.0    

 [13] D. Deferred income 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Building cost contributions 
(financial contributions) 

106,879.2 134,457.6 

Other     
Investment grants 11,244.5 10,775.6 
Revaluation of securities in 
accordance with RÄG 2014 

995.6 948.4 

Prepayments for auctions 1,479.1 0.0 

Other 637.1 1,600.0 
  121,235.4 147,781.6    

 
Building cost contributions relate to third-party 
contributions associated with the use of individual 
facilities.  

Deferred income includes €14,157.2k (previous 
year: €12,802.6k) related to affiliated companies. 

In financial year 2021, applications were submitted 
for the COVID-19 investment subsidy in the 
amount of €148.1k. Of this figure, €76.3k 
(previous year: €31.4k) had already been 
recognised in the balance sheet as investment 
grants at the reporting date. 
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Notes to the income statement 

[14] 1. Revenue 
     
€K   2020 2021 
Revenue from electricity delivery and grid tariff settlement     
Austria Energy providers 452,137.1 476,146.2 

  Industrial customers 3,874.1 5,005.1 

  Other customers 45,877.9 80,656.0 

    501,889.1 561,807.3 
EU Energy providers 74,993.3 342,551.8 

  Other customers 1,129.0 17,346.6 

    76,122.3 359,898.5 
Other 
countries 

Energy providers 1,963.5 667.7 

  Other customers 19.3 0.0 

    1,982.8 667.7 
        
    579,994.1 922,373.5 
User and management fees     
Austria Energy providers1) - 800.7 - 5,313.6 

  Industrial customers 0.2 0.2 

  Other customers 171.4 194.8 

    - 629.1 - 5,118.6 
EU Energy providers1) - 1,555.0 - 3,436.3 

  Other customers2) 112,753.6 162,305.4 
    111,198.6 158,869.2 
        
    110,569.5 153,750.6 
Other revenue 5,239.6 6,155.7 
        
    695,803.2 1,082,279.8     

1) Negative revenue in the EU arises as a result of auction revenue forwarded to the merchant line. 
2) Other customers in the EU only include the Joint Auction Office (JAO) in Luxembourg, which carries out the auction of marginal capacities for APG. 
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[15] 3. Other operating income 
    
€K 2020 2021 
a) Income from the disposal of fixed assets with the exception of long-term financial assets 288.4 279.0 

b) Income from the reversal of provisions 2,562.8 3,925.2 

c) Miscellaneous     

 Reversal of building cost contributions 7,260.1 7,896.0 

 Reversal of investment grants 538.1 513.5 

 Other 982.9 1,493.9 

  8,781.1 9,903.4 
      
  11,632.3 14,107.5    

 

[16] 6. Personnel expenses 
    
€K 2020 2021 
a) Wages 383.1 369.6 
b) Salaries 52,976.1 58,604.8 

  53,359.2 58,974.4 
c) Social expenses     

 Cost of old age pensions     

Early retirement benefits, pension payments and similar obligations 3,279.0 3,067.5 

Change in the provisions for pensions  
and similar obligations 

- 1,892.4 - 12,900.8 

Pension fund contributions (including additional funding obligations) 1,392.4 1,426.2 

  2,779.0 - 8,407.1 
aa) Expenses for termination benefits and payments to employee pension funds     

Termination benefits 1,589.7 1,883.8 

Change in the provision for termination benefits - 449.2 - 2,126.3 

Premium payments to employee pension fund 550.7 639.3 

  1,691.2 396.8 
bb) Expenses for social security contributions as required by law as well as income-based 
charges and mandatory contributions 

12,159.3 13,523.9 

 Other social expenses 721.5 777.0 
      

  70,710.2 65,264.9    
 
Pension fund contributions include payments for defined contribution plans and defined benefit plans. 
Any obligation to provide additional funding to APK Pensionskasse AG relates exclusively to defined 
benefit commitments.  
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[17] 7. Depreciation and amortisation 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Amortisation of intangible fixed assets and depreciation of tangible fixed assets     

Depreciation and amortisation in the financial year 91,953.2 98,681.6 

Immediate write-offs of low-value assets in accordance with Section 13 EStG 648.8 926.7 
  92,602.1 99,608.3    

 

[18] 8. Other operating expenses 
    
€K 2020 2021 
a) Taxes not included in taxes on income 337.0 372.0 

  337.0 372.0 
b) Miscellaneous     

 Third-party deliveries and services for repair and maintenance 18,766.7 22,179.7 

 Telecommunications services and data services 11,047.1 11,078.6 

 Regulatory costs 11,701.6 11,016.9 
 IT support, electronic data processing 6,274.7 8,461.4 

 Operating costs for buildings, rent and leasing 3,756.2 4,157.6 

 Legal, audit and consulting expenses 3,779.8 3,447.3 

 Consumables for offices, operations and maintenance 2,025.0 2,725.9 

 Temporary staff and personnel secondment 3,450.2 2,632.4 

 Advanced training and further education (incl. apprentice training) 1,108.6 1,403.5 

 Travel expenses 1,029.3 908.9 

 Write-downs of and valuation allowances on receivables 133.3 613.8 

 Insurance 203.4 257.4 

 Miscellaneous administrative expenses 182.3 177.7 

 Allocations to other regulatory liabilities 3,909.0 0.0 

 Other expenses 8,250.1 6,048.5 
  75,617.4 75,109.5 
      
  75,954.4 75,481.6    

 

[19] 16. Financial result 
    
€K 2020 2021 
Other interest and similar income     
 From affiliated companies 2.2 2.2 

 Other 3.5 159.4 
  5.7 161.5 

Interest and similar expenses     
 From affiliated companies 23,765.4 25,049.5 

 Interest components for long-term provisions for personnel expenses 779.9 647.9 

 Other 326.0 554.1 
  24,871.2 26,251.5    
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[20] 18. Taxes on income 
    
€K 2020 2021 
From the group parent     
Income tax for the current period 6,092.8 6,845.4 

Deferred tax assets     

 from social capital 143.2 3,228.4 

 from untaxed reserves - 366.1 - 113.0 

 from other 5,563.8 14,067.4 

  5,341.0 17,182.7 
      
  11,433.8 24,028.1    

Upon the entry into force of RÄG 2014, the untaxed reserves were recognised in equity in the carrying 
amount as at 1 January 2016 less 25% deferred taxes. Deferred taxes were recognised for the first time 
directly in equity. Deferred taxes will be reversed in line with the gradual reversal of the untaxed reserves. 

Earnings before taxes are reduced by income tax in the amount of €24,028.1k (previous year: €11,433.8k). 
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III. Other disclosures 

1. Total amount of other financial commitments 
     
€K Total commitment 2022 2022-2026 
Main items       
Rent and lease agreements 1) 16,213.2 75,526.9 

Other (insurance, compensations, fees for usage and operational management) 1) 4,820.0 19,153.7 

Purchase commitments for reserve capacity contracted for congestion 
management 

101,443.3 89,967.8 101,443.3 

Purchase commitments for supplies and services 530,271.7 295,131.3 530,271.7 

Purchase commitments for energy to cover system losses 216,170.1 216,170.1 216,170.1 

Purchase commitment for balancing energy 3,761.3 3,761.3 3,761.3 

of which to affiliated companies 1) 86,522.3 152,074.3     
1) The total commitment cannot be determined because the contractual periods are indefinite. 

APG is obligated to provide additional funding to 
land owners for a limited period of up to ten years 
after a power line is put into operation if a portion 
of the developable land is rededicated. 

In June 2018, 31 European transmission system 
operators (including APG) involved in the Cross-
Border Intraday Market (XBID) project concluded a 
contract stipulating indemnification for the 
16 power exchanges with respect to third-party 
claims for damages on the one hand and liability 
between the transmission system operators on the 
other. The liability regime provides for a cap on 
liability wherever possible. However, liability is 
unlimited where the law does not allow for a 
limitation on liability. 

At the balance sheet date, there were no 
employees with a letter of loyalty granting them a 
higher degree of protection against layoffs 
(previous year: one employee). To qualify, an 
employee must have worked for VERBUND for at 
least 20 years and be at least 45 years of age. 

APG is obligated based on labour-management 
agreements and contracts to pay pension benefits 
to employees when they retire if certain 
requirements are met. The employer is obligated to 
provide additional funding to the extent that these 
pension obligations are to be fulfilled by APK 
Pensionskasse AG. Due to the trend on the 
financial markets, APK Pensionskasse AG reported 
an anticipated obligation to provide additional 

funding in the amount of €0.0k (previous year: 
€0.0k). 

2. Transactions with related parties 
As a transmission system operator, Austrian Power 
Grid AG is obligated under ElWOG 2010 to ensure 
the balance between generation and consumption 
for the purpose of operating a secure system as 
well as to maintain frequency and voltage. Reserve 
capacity for use in congestion management was 
contracted from a number of plant operators in 
2021, including VERBUND Energy4Business GmbH. 

Grid services in the form of control power and 
energy to cover system losses are also purchased 
from VERBUND AG, VERBUND Hydro Power GmbH, 
VERBUND Energy4Business GmbH and VERBUND 
Energy4Flex GmbH. 

A contract has been entered into with VERBUND 
Services GmbH for the billing of services in the 
areas of IT and telecommunications as well as 
administrative services.  

A contract has been entered into with VERBUND 
Finanzierungsservice GmbH for the billing of 
services relating to the processing of payment 
transactions and cash management. 

In financial year 2021, all agreements entered into 
with members of the Supervisory Board or any 
entities closely associated with individual members 
of the Supervisory Board were formed at arm’s 
length as defined under Section 238(1)(12) UGB. 
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Services were rendered for various companies of 
the VERBUND consolidated group; these contracts 
were approved by E-Control Austria. 

3. Number of personnel    
Average 2020 2021 
Salaried employees 535 589 

Apprentices 23 22 
  557 611    

 

4. Expenses for termination benefits and pensions    
€K 2020 2021 
Members of the Managing Board 59.3 38.8 

Managerial employees 112.8 22.2 

Employees 4,298.0 - 8,071.3 
  4,470.1 - 8,010.4    

 
Overall in the financial year, the interest rate 
adjustment for employees gave rise to income from 
termination benefits and pensions. For further 
information, see the commentary in the “Economic 
trends” section of the management report. 

5. Governing bodies of the company 
The details regarding the Company’s governing 
bodies (members of the Executive Board and 
Supervisory Board) are provided before the 
management report.  

The Executive Board comprised two members in 
the financial year. No loans or advances were paid 
to members of the Executive Board. 
   
€K 2020 2021 
Remuneration of two members of 
the Executive Board 

    

Fixed remuneration 514.1 521.9 

Variable remuneration1) 207.6 218.8 
Total 721.7 740.8    

 
1) Variable remuneration for the respective financial year is paid starting in 

June of the following year in 14 equal payments because whether or not 
goals have been achieved can only be determined during the first 
quarter of the following year. Consequently, the variable components 
shown are the proportionate variable components paid to the members 
of the Executive Board in 2021 in respect of financial years 2019 and 
2020. Variable remuneration for 2021 will be paid starting in June 2022. 

Remuneration for members of the Supervisory 
Board in the financial year amounted to €54.5k 
(previous year: €52.9k). 

6. Intra-group relationships 
The parent company of APG obligated to prepare 
consolidated financial statements is VERBUND AG, 
Am Hof 6a, 1010 Vienna. 

Austrian Power Grid AG is a member of the parent 
company’s corporate group (as defined under 
Section 9(8) of the Corporate Income Tax Act 
(KStG)). 

Due to APG’s inclusion in the consolidated financial 
statements of VERBUND AG, Vienna, as well as the 
corresponding disclosure of expenses for the 
financial statements audit in the aforementioned 
consolidated financial statements, this information 
is omitted in these annual financial statements. 

The consolidated financial statements are filed 
with the commercial register of the Vienna 
Commercial Court. 

7. Influence of the 3rd EU Internal Energy Market 
Package in Austria 
VERBUND has decided to implement the ITO 
(Independent Transmission Operator) as defined 
under the 3rd EU Internal Energy Market Package 
and ElWOG 2010, which entailed stricter 
unbundling rules, thereby remaining the owner of 
APG. 

APG received ITO certification in a notice issued by 
E-Control Austria (ECA) dated 12 March 2012. The 
official designation as an independent 
transmission operator was announced in the 
Austrian Federal Law Gazette (BGBl) II 134/2012 
on 19 April 2012 by the Austrian Federal Minister of 
Economy, Family and Youth. In accordance with 
Section 27(2)(3) ElWOG, the compliance officer 
began his activities on 1 March 2012. 

Business transactions as defined under 
Section 8(3) ElWOG will be carried out in particular 
with the following companies: 
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Electricity deliveries 
VERBUND Hydro Power GmbH, VERBUND Thermal 
Power GmbH & Co KG, Ennskraftwerke 
Aktiengesellschaft, VERBUND Energy4Flex GmbH 

Grid services 
VERBUND Hydro Power GmbH, VERBUND Thermal 
Power GmbH & Co KG, VERBUND Wind Power 
Austria GmbH, VERBUND Energy4Business GmbH, 
VERBUND AG, Ennskraftwerke Aktiengesellschaft, 
Donaukraftwerk Jochenstein AG, Österreichisch-
Bayerische Kraftwerke AG, Energienetze 
Steiermark GmbH, KNG-Kärnten Netz GmbH  

Telecommunications 
VERBUND Services GmbH 

Managerial services 
VERBUND Verfahren Umwelt Management GmbH, 
VERBUND Services GmbH, VERBUND AG  

Financing 
VERBUND Finanzierungsservice GmbH, 
VERBUND AG 

Personnel secondments 
VERBUND Services GmbH 

IV. Appropriation of profit 

The Executive Board proposes the following 
appropriation of profit to the Annual General 
Meeting:   
€K 2021 
Net income 73,922.7 
Distributable profit 73,922.7 
    

Retained profit 36,579.8 

Distribution of dividends 37,342.9 
Appropriation of profit 73,922.7   

 

V. Events after the balance sheet date 

On 20 January, the eco-social tax reform was 
adopted in a third reading in a plenary sitting of 
the National Council. Among other measures, it 
provides for a gradual reduction in the corporate 
income tax rate from 25% to 23% (2023: 24%, from 
2024: 23%). Based on the deferred taxes 
recognised as at 31 December 2021 and the likely 
realisation of the underlying temporary differences 
by 2023, this does not have a material impact. 

Vienna, 31 January 2022 
Executive Board 

 
 
 
 

DI Mag. (FH) Gerhard Christiner 
 
 
 
 

Mag. Thomas Karall 
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EBIT 
Earnings before interest (including personnel-
related interest) and taxes. 

  
Calculation  
 Operating profit 

+ Financial result 

- Interest expense 

= EBIT   
 

Notional debt repayment period 
Ratio of debt to the surplus funds from ordinary 
activities. 

  
Calculation  
 Provisions 

+ Liabilities 
- Other securities and shares  

classified as current securities 

÷ Surplus funds from current activities 

= NOTIONAL DEBT REPAYMENT PERIOD   
 

Gearing 
Net indebtedness in relation to equity plus untaxed 
reserves adjusted for deferred taxes and 
investment grants. 

  
 
Calculation  
 Net debt 

÷ Equity 

= GEARING   
 

Net cash flow 
Balance of cash inflows and outflows, usually 
broken down into net cash flow from operating 
activities, investing activities and financing 
activities. 

  
Calculation  
 Net cash flow from operating activities 

+ Net cash flow from investing activities 

+ Net cash flow from financing activities 

= NET CASH FLOW   
 

Net current assets 
Current assets (including current loans and current 
prepaid expenses) less short-term liabilities 
(including current deferred income). 

  
Calculation  
 Net current assets from operating activities 

+ Net current assets from financing activities 

= NET CURRENT ASSETS (WORKING CAPITAL) 

 

 

 

  

Glossary 
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Net debt 
Interest-bearing debt less cash and cash 
equivalents (including securities and shares 
classified as current securities) adjusted for closed 
assets and closed liabilities. 

  
Calculation  
 Interest-bearing provisions 

+ Interest-bearing liabilities 

- Net balance with closed items 

= GROSS DEBT 
- Financial assets 

= NET DEBT   
 

APG-ROCE 
Return on capital employed according to APG’s 
calculation: result before interest expense 
(including personnel-related interest) less 
attributable taxes in relation to the interest-
earning capital basis. 

  
Calculation  
 Operating profit 
÷ Interest-earning capital basis 

= APG-ROCE   
 

ROE 
Return on equity: result from ordinary activities in 
relation to equity plus untaxed reserves adjusted 
for deferred taxes and investment grants at the 
beginning of the financial year.  

  
Calculation  
 Result from ordinary activities 
÷ Equity as at 1/1 

= ROE   
 

ROI 
Return on investment: result before interest 
expense (including personnel-related interest) and 
taxes in relation to total capital at the beginning of 
the financial year. 

  
Calculation  
 EBIT 
÷ Total capital as at 1/1 adjusted for closed items 

= ROI   
 

ROS 
Return on sales: result before interest expense 
(including personnel-related interest) and taxes in 
relation to sales (revenue).  

  
Calculation  
 EBIT 
÷ Revenue 

= ROS   
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Report on the Financial Statements 

Audit Opinion 
We have audited the financial statements of 
Austrian Power Grid AG, Vienna. 

These financial statements comprise the balance 
sheet as of December 31, 2021, the income 
statement for the fiscal year then ended and the 
notes. 

Based on our audit the accompanying financial 
statements were prepared in accordance with the 
legal regulations and present fairly, in all material 
respects, the assets and the financial position of 
the Company as of December 31, 2021 and its 
financial performance for the year then ended in 
accordance with Austrian Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles. 

Basis for Opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with 
Austrian Standards on Auditing. Those standards 
require that we comply with International 
Standards on Auditing (ISA). Our responsibilities 
under those regulations and standards are further 
described in the "Auditor’s Responsibilities for the 
Audit of the Financial Statements" section of our 
report. We are independent of the Company in 
accordance with the Austrian General Accepted 
Accounting Principles and professional 
requirements and we have fulfilled our other 
ethical responsibilities in accordance with these 
requirements. We believe that the audit evidence 
we have obtained until the date of this auditor’s 
report is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for our opinion by this date. 

Other information 
Management is responsible for the other 
information. The other information comprises the 
information included in the annual report, but does 
not include the financial statements, the 
management report and the auditor’s report 
thereon. The annual report is estimated to be 
provided to us after the date of the auditor's 
report.  

Our opinion on the financial statements does not 
cover the other information and we do not express 
any form of assurance conclusion thereon.  

In connection with our audit of the financial 
statements, our responsibility is to read the other 
information, as soon as it is available, and, in doing 
so, to consider whether - based on our knowledge 
obtained in the audit - the other information is 
materially inconsistent with the financial 
statements or otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated. 

Responsibilities of Management and of the Audit 
Committee for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation of 
the financial statements in accordance with 
Austrian Generally Accepted Accounting Principles, 
for them to present a true and fair view of the 
assets, the financial position and the financial 
performance of the Company and for such internal 
controls as management determines are necessary 
to enable the preparation of financial statements 
that are free from material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management 
is responsible for assessing the Company’s ability 
to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as 
applicable, matters related to going concern and 
using the going concern basis of accounting unless 
management either intends to liquidate the 
Company or to cease operations, or has no realistic 
alternative but to do so. 

The Audit Committee is responsible for overseeing 
the Company's financial reporting process. 

Auditor’s Report*) 

*) This report is a translation of the original report in German, which is 
solely valid. Publication or sharing with third parties of the financial 
statements together with our auditor's opinion is only allowed if the 
financial statements and the management report are identical with 
the German audited version. This audit opinion is only applicable to 
the German and complete financial statements with the 
management report. Section 281 paragraph 2 UGB (Austrian 
Company Code) applies to alternated versions. 
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the 
Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statements as a whole 
are free from material misstatement, whether due 
to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report 
that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is 
a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee 
that an audit conducted in accordance with 
Austrian Standards on Auditing, which require the 
application of ISA, will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can 
arise from fraud or error and are considered 
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they 
could reasonably be expected to influence the 
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of 
these financial statements. 

As part of an audit in accordance with Austrian 
Standards on Auditing, which require the 
application of ISA, we exercise professional 
judgment and maintain professional scepticism 
throughout the audit. 

We also: 

» identify and assess the risks of material 
misstatement of the financial statements, 
whether due to fraud or error, design and 
perform audit procedures responsive to those 
risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient 
and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
opinion. The risk of not detecting a material 
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than 
for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve 
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal 
control. 

» obtain an understanding of internal control 
relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the Company’s internal control. 

» evaluate the appropriateness of accounting 
policies used and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates and related disclosures 
made by management. 

» conclude on the appropriateness of 
management’s use of the going concern basis of 
accounting and, based on the audit evidence 
obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists 
related to events or conditions that may cast 
significant doubt on the Company’s ability to 
continue as a going concern. If we conclude that 
a material uncertainty exists, we are required to 
draw attention in our auditor’s report to the 
related disclosures in the financial statements 
or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify 
our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the 
audit evidence obtained up to the date of our 
auditor’s report. However, future events or 
conditions may cause the Company to cease to 
continue as a going concern. 

» evaluate the overall presentation, structure and 
content of the financial statements, including 
the disclosures, and whether the financial 
statements represent the underlying 
transactions and events in a manner that 
achieves fair presentation. 

We communicate with the Audit Committee 
regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit 
findings, including any significant deficiencies in 
internal control that we identify during our audit. 

*) This report is a translation of the original report in German, which is 
solely valid. Publication or sharing with third parties of the financial 
statements together with our auditor's opinion is only allowed if the 
financial statements and the management report are identical with 
the German audited version. This audit opinion is only applicable to 
the German and complete financial statements with the 
management report. Section 281 paragraph 2 UGB (Austrian 
Company Code) applies to alternated versions. 
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Comments on the Management Report 

Pursuant to Austrian Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles, the management report is to 
be audited as to whether it is consistent with the 
financial statements and as to whether the 
management report was prepared in accordance 
with the applicable legal regulations. 

Management is responsible for the preparation of 
the management report in accordance with 
Austrian Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with 
Austrian Standards on Auditing for the audit of the 
management report. 

Opinion 
In our opinion, the management report for the 
Company was prepared in accordance with the 
valid legal requirements and is consistent with the 
financial statements. 

Statement 
Based on the findings during the audit of the 
financial statements and due to the thus obtained 
understanding concerning the Company and its 
circumstances no material misstatements in the 
management report came to our attention. 

Vienna, 31st of January 2022 

Ernst & Young 
Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft m.b.H. 

 

Mag. Stefan Uher mp 
Certified Public Accountant 

p.p. Mag. (FH) Rosemarie König mp 
Certified Public Accountant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*) This report is a translation of the original report in German, which is 
solely valid. Publication or sharing with third parties of the financial 
statements together with our auditor's opinion is only allowed if the 
financial statements and the management report are identical with 
the German audited version. This audit opinion is only applicable to 
the German and complete financial statements with the 
management report. Section 281 paragraph 2 UGB (Austrian 
Company Code) applies to alternated versions. 
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During the reporting period, the Supervisory Board 
performed its duties and exercised its powers 
under the law and the Articles of Association in 
four ordinary plenary meetings, four ordinary 
Working/Audit Committee meetings and one 
Annual General Meeting. In doing so, it took into 
consideration the specific statutory provisions 
(Sections 28–32 ElWOG 2010) applicable to APG as 
an independent transmission operator (ITO). Due 
to the nature of APG’s activities, a voluntary Audit 
Committee was set up as defined under the 
Austrian Stock Corporation Act (AktG). The 
Working Committee also acts as an Audit and 
Emergency Committee.  

The managing directors of the Executive Board 
were reviewed by the Supervisory Board on an 
ongoing basis based on oral and written reports on 
the course of business and the position of the 
Company. These reviews did not lead to any 
objections. The accounting system and financial 
statements were audited by Ernst & Young GmbH, 
Vienna. The auditor reported on its findings in 
writing. The auditor found that the Executive Board 
had provided all requested information, that the 
bookkeeping system and the financial statements 
complied with the legal requirements and give a 
true and fair view of the Company’s financial 
position and financial performance, and that the 
management report was consistent with the 
financial statements. 

The Supervisory Board reviewed these annual 
financial statements prepared in accordance with 
the Austrian Commercial Code (UGB), for which 
the auditor issued an unqualified auditor’s report, 
as well as the Executive Board’s management 

report. The Executive Board’s management report 
was approved and acknowledged. The annual 
financial statements were approved by the 
Supervisory Board, whereby they are approved in 
accordance with Section 96(4) AktG. 

The Chairman of the Supervisory Board is in regular 
contact with the Executive Board. In particular, they 
regularly discuss the business performance and 
new European developments. The Executive Board 
normally met every 14 days. The Chairman of the 
Supervisory Board and the Executive Board confirm 
that discussions in the meetings of the Supervisory 
Board, the Working and Audit Committee and the 
Executive Board were all held in an open manner. 

The Supervisory Board would also like to thank the 
Executive Board and all of the Company’s 
employees for mastering the difficult challenges 
with which they have been presented. 

Vienna, March 2022 

On behalf of the Supervisory Board 

 

 

Dr Peter F. Kollmann (Chairman) 

 

 

 

 

  

Report of the supervisory 
board 
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